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Conference News
Are you organising an annual meeting or conference which you would like to tell our readers about? Or would you like to
write a report on a meeting or conference of particular interest? If so, contact Patricia McDonnell at Oncology News on 
T/F: +44 (0)288 289 7023, Email: patricia@oncologynews.biz

The 17th Practical Management of Thoracic Cancers 2010 
Date: 30 November 2010. Venue: London, UK. 

The 17th Practical management of
thoracic cancers was held at the Royal

College of Physicians, London this year with
over 250 delegates from oncology,
respiratory medicine, radiology, pathology
and surgery, including nurses and trial
managers. This year the conference
focused exclusively on lung cancer and
predominantly NSCLC: from diagnosis and
imaging, through therapeutic modalities,
to translational research.

The day started with an excellent
overview by Prof Mike Richards, the
National Clinical Director for Cancer, on the
political context of oncology in the current
climate: the challenges presented in new
white paper “Equity & Equivalence:
liberating the NHS” and the Cancer Reform
Strategy, and how to bring it all into
alignment. Amongst the new
developments, he touched upon the
Cancer Peer Review and International
Cancer Benchmarking Partnership as well
as the recent review of the Quality of
Cancer registration and the National
Cancer Patient experience. He also
reviewed recently published evidence
highlighting variations in drug uptake in
the UK compared to 14 other countries
and possible explanations, He closed with a
examination of the NCEPOD report “For
better, for worse?” from November 2008
and the potential role and remit of acute
oncology services, incorporating it all
within the bigger picture on how to drive
improvements in cancer outcomes, better
1- and 5-year survivals and patient
experience as well as quality and safety in
chemotherapy and services. This was
followed by a lively and entertaining
debate between Dr P Leonard supporting
the motion of Acute Oncology Services
provision and Dr R Shah against. Dr
Leonard presented a compelling argument
illustrated with examples including Rapid
Alert Patient Admission (RAPA) and how to
bring together expertise from the
disciplines of oncology, emergency
medicine, as well as general medicine and
general surgery to develop a streamlined
and customized approach without
increasing workload; with resultant
improvements in better quality care as well

as reduced length of stay and admissions.
Dr Shah countered with a systematic
deconstruct of the NCEPOD report and
concluded that in the acute oncology
patient’s journey the role of oncologist is
much further down. The pre-debate vote
had been in favour of the motion 78% to
22% and though Dr Shah championed a
significant shift, the final vote was still 52
to 48 in favour. Dr R Lal then followed with
a presentation on chemotherapy at home,
arguing for a combination of provision of
local services for patient convenience as
well as a centralized service for improve
outcomes. He presented data showing that
this is safe, cost neutral, convenient for
most patients, and in line with patient
choice, albeit does not necessarily improve
quality of life, and referenced experiences
of Prof Laack from Hamburg, as well the
Bristol and East Kent model. 

The next session started with Dr R
Booton emphasizing the crucial role of the
respiratory physician in the patient’s
journey, and recent additions in the
armamentarium, namely EBUS, and neck
ultrasound, as well as reiterating that
though tissue inevitably is the issue, getting
tissue should not be. Dr C Beedle’s
illuminating discourse on stereotactic body
radiotherapy (SBRT) for the medically
inoperable was one of the highlights.
Starting with an evidence based rationale
and contrasting it to conventional
radiotherapy, he presented a compelling
argument for further enrolment in the
SBRT consortium’s ongoing trials. This was
followed by Dr Y Summer’s overview of
systemic therapies for NSCLC focusing
primarily on first line therapy in patients
with EGFR mutations. She took the
audience on the journey of tyrosine kinase
inhibitor (TKI) development through
INTACT, ISEL, INTEREST, and IPASS,
concluding with OPTIMAL, demonstrating
that NSCLC is a heterogeneous disease and
EGFR mutation disease represents a
biologically distinct variant. The final
lecture was by Prof D Ferry whose
discussion on biomarkers started with
understanding predictive and prognostic
factors, and then detailing both the
biomarker strategy design and the

enrichment design as well molecular
profiling. He argued that though in rare
dominant oncogenic driven cancers,
predictive markers may rapidly become
available, the majority of NSCLC cancers are
polygenic in nature or evince a complex
interplay between the various molecular
pathways involved, though he qualified
further on the potential key role of
molecular profiling in these situations. The
day concluded with a MDT format case
presentation, with enthusiastic audience
participation by means of the interactive
keypad response devices. 

This Lilly sponosored conference was an
excellent review of some of the key
developments in lung cancer. From
developing a holistic but tailored approach
of managing the acutely ill oncology
patient to lessons learnt from the NCEPOD
report, especially pertinent in the new
economic reality. From how to better tissue
samples with the least invasive means
possible, to parallel radiation that delivers
precise and biologically potent ablative
doses with minimal surrounding tissue
damage and morbidity in patients with
resectable disease but who are inoperable.
And lastly examining the exciting role that
biologics have to play, but also looking at
how to better the patient experience of
conventional chemotherapy. The theme
centred around how the treatment of lung
cancer is dramatically increasing in
complexity but at the same time outcomes
are improving, emphasising the potential
benefit in selecting patients for particular
therapies; in some cases leading to very
significant improvements in outcomes,
Challenges arise in selecting the optimal
regimens for individual patients taking into
account their tumour biology, co-
morbidities, and preferences; in explaining
these expanding options to them; and in
providing the resources necessary to
provide these treatments on the NHS. n

Dr Burhan Khan
Respiratory Physician

Darent Valley Hospital, Kent
Email: burhan.khan@nhs.net
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ESTRO Anniversary Conference  
Date: 8-12 May, 2011.  Venue: London, UK

Almost thirty years ago, in 1982, the
first meeting of ESTRO, the European

Society for Therapeutic Radiology and
Oncology, took place in London. To
celebrate this anniversary, a special
congress is organised at the Excel centre in
London from 8 to 12 May 2011, and will
encompass three conferences: the ESTRO
international Oncology Forum, the GEC-
ESTRO Conference and the 11th Biennial
Conference on Physics and Radiation
Technology for Clinical Radiotherapy.

The ESTRO International Oncology
Forum (EIOF) will be the perfect occasion to
celebrate the thirtieth Anniversary of
ESTRO. The outstanding EIOF programme,
aims to summarise the best of 30 years of
Radiation Oncology and Radiobiology and
what the future holds in just 30 hours!
Quite a tall order, but certainly one not to
be missed as the conference will offer a
broad vision on future research projects
that will eventually translate into new and
better clinical options for our patients. 

The clinical programme each day will
start with a session called “What is the
evidence that we have created” followed
by “What is the evidence that is being
created” and finally “What will we ask for
in our new grant applications” in all the
major tumour sites. It will aim at discussing
the evidence base for existing treatment
and the significant past, present and future
clinical trials for each.

State-of-the-art lectures have been
organised on hot topics such as: New
frontiers in metastasic cancers, How high
precision technology will change our life,
Translating research in imaging into clinical
practice, etc. Positioned as a post-
graduate training programme, there will
also be a pre-meeting course on
Radiosurgery and Stereotactic body
Radiotherapy as well as four e-contouring
sessions (breast, prostate, head and neck
and rectum). As it is a forum, the
conference will be based around dialogue
and the exchange of ideas on the future of

radiation oncology. In this framework,
sessions have been developed in
collaboration with the national oncology
societies in Europe and also international
societies such as ASTRO, JASTRO, CARO,
ESSO, ASCO, ESMO, ECCO, EANM will take
place. The organ-based sessions will be
organised in collaboration with of
scientific societies such as EAU, ESGO,
ESTS, etc. In addition, there will be plenty
of opportunity for proffered papers and
posters to present individual contributions,
which are a very welcome part of the
meeting. This is a unique conference of
this nature with a challenging programme. 

For colleagues involved in any aspect of
brachytherapy, the GEC-ESTRO Conference
will facilitate multi-disciplinary discussions
involving all those interested in advancing
the treatment of cancer with brachytherapy.

As in previous conferences, the meeting
will focus new areas of research such as the
integration of modern imaging, as well as
some organ based sessions on prostate,
breast and cervical cancers. Educationnal
activities are also foreseen with a pre-

meeting workshop on the role of
brachytherapy in high tech radiotherapy,
and teaching lectures on the future of
brachytherapy and on publications of
brachytherapy articles.

The 11th Biennial ESTRO Conference on
Physics & Radiation Technology will offer a
major emphasis on education and the new
trends in physics and technology, for
example in dose sculpting irradiation
techniques, image guided radiotherapy,
dose painting, to name just a few. The
conference is dedicated to physicists and
RTTs but it also attracts more and more
clinicians.

As you will have gathered from reading
this far, the ESTRO Anniversary is a
celebration of radiation oncology through
a major scientific event that offers no less
than three high level scientific programmes
for clinicians, physicists, RTTs and specialists
in brachytherapy. Registering for any one of
the three conferences will provide access to
all three so you will have a unique
opportunity to tailor the sessions you
attend to your own specific areas of
interest across the breadth of radiotherapy
oncology. 

This important scientific conference will
also be the occasion for ESTRO National
Day for Radiation Oncology Societies, the
launch of the ESTRO Fellow, the
inauguration of the ESTRO Cancer
Foundation and of course, an exhibition
supported by all the major contributors to
the speciality. 

You can find more details on the
different conferences and their respective
scientific programmes on the ESTRO
website, www.estro.org, and don’t miss
the updates all year long on the ESTRO
Facebook page.

We look forward to seeing you in May to
celebrate three decades of innovation and
cancer care in radiation oncology! n

Jean Bourhis,
President of ESTRO.

PREVIEW
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World Conference on Interventional Oncology   
Date: 9-12 June, 2011. Venue: New York City, USA.

The World Conference on Interventional
Oncology (WCIO) will take place at the

Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers in New
York City. The mission of WCIO is to provide
a scientific and educational forum where
international experts from all oncologic
disciplines can gather and advance the
future of cancer treatment by exploring the
synergy of minimally invasive strategies in
both traditional and new oncologic
therapies. 

All therapies dedicated to cancer
treatment will be represented and
discussed, including biologic therapies,
molecular agents, nanoparticles, viral
agents, ablation technologies, embolic
agents, and imaging technology for
precision targeting and delivery of anti-
cancer agents. In keeping with the
innovative nature of interventional
oncology, this year’s meeting will feature
Live Interventional Oncology Case
Presentations broadcast from the Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.  Additional
features include sessions on Comparative
Effectiveness Studies in Multidisciplinary
Cancer Care, Device Innovation to
Commercialization, and a focus on cancer
involving the bile ducts.  A Y-90 User Prep

Course has also been added to help
attendees better understand the treatment
option and physics of yttrium-90
radioembolization.  

The reality for cancer patients is that
their global care is provided by multiple
specialists from diverse medical, surgical,
radiological, and palliative care
backgrounds. The objective of the WCIO
conference, with a truly unique program
developed by an international team of
experts from multiple specialties, is to
further the goal of cross-disciplinary
collaboration and education, and is
designed for physicians and care-givers
from all medical fields involved in the care
of the cancer patient.  This conference is
particularly suited for members of industry
and scientists who are involved in the
development of these technologies, or who

are interested in exploring new agents,
delivery systems, and potential synergies. If
you are a provider of cancer care,
regardless of background, we believe this
program will be novel and enjoyable, and
as a result of your participation and
contribution you will bring back to your
home institution new insights and
strategies in the fight against cancer.  n

For further information 
visit the WCIO website at

www.wcio2011.com 
to view the full program, 

submit an abstract for consideration 
at the 2011 meeting, 

register for the meeting, and/or 
reserve a hotel room for your 

stay during the meeting.  

Dr Janine Erler has been named as one of the
UK’s most impressive professional women. Dr

Erler from the Institute of Cancer Research (IRC)
was chosen in the pioneer category of the Red's
Hot Women Awards, in association with euphoria
Calvin Klein, recognising her as “a trailblazer who
has made an astonishing breakthrough in her
field".

Dr Erler was selected by a panel of judges
including Sarah Brown, television industry
executive Elisabeth Murdoch, internet entrepreneurs Martha Lane
Fox and Natalie Massenet, vice-chairman of West Ham and star of
BBC’s The Apprentice Karren Brady and Red magazine editor-in-
chief Sam Baker. The award was presented at a ceremony at the

Saatchi Gallery in London.
Dr Erler and her team have had much success

identifying biological factors that control
metastasis, the spread of cancer around the body
that is responsible for 90 per cent of cancer-
related deaths. Her recent significant research
includes the finding that the enzyme LOX is a key
player in metastasis and is a potential target for
new cancer treatments.

Professor Richard Marais from the ICR’s Section
of Cell and Molecular Biology, which includes Dr Erler’s Hypoxia and
Metastasis Team, says: “Dr Erler’s work has the potential to help
thousands of people with cancer, and we are very pleased her
achievements have been recognised.”

To have your Event featured in this section, or to write a
report on a meeting you have attended contact 
Patricia McDonnell – E: patricia@oncologynews.biz

PREVIEW

Awards & Appointments
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