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Conference News

Right from its origin the World Congress of Cryosurgery has
represented the preeminent chance for face-to-face contacts,

open debates, as well as scientific and technological updates in the
field of Cryosurgery. In recent years thanks to technological
improvements that allow its employment with ever less invasive
methods, cryosurgery has been enriched by new areas of
applicability. Beijing 2007 XIV WCC gave momentum to the
impulse to connect cryosurgery with immunology and throughout
the world it is bearing the fruit of promising clinical applications.
Saint Petersburg 2009 XV WCC continued on the same path.

The XVI World Congress of Cryosurgery will be held in Trieste,
Italy, 5–7 November 2011 and it will be hosted by the International
Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), also a co-organiser of the
event. The ICTP operates under a tripartite agreement among the
Italian Government, UNESCO, and International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). It is located near Miramare Park, about 10
kilometers from the city of Trieste. ICTP welcomes about 5,000
scientists each year. Visitors have represented some 170 nations
and 40 international organisations. 

Its Vice Director, Professor Randjbar Daemi, will personally
welcome the Congress and its Attendants. 

At the moment the number and the profile of our registered
guests are going to be outstanding as never in the past. The
scientific level of the magistral lessons and of the personal
contributions is unmatched to the most recent meetings. Few hints
among the many since I can’t mention them all:
– Professor Richard Ablin, Founder of International Society of

Cryosurgery (ISC), Honorary president and former President of
ISC, Gold Award of ISC, will give us a synthesis of his
outstanding and long career in the field of cryoimmunology;

– Professor Boris Rubinsky, a good friend of our Society is back
again after the Beijing meeting. He is one of the fathers of
modern cryosurgery, Gold Award of our Society, Board Member

of ISC, professor Boris Rubinsky will share with us his last
revolutionary research on cryoablation of cancer tissues;

– Professor Duke Bahn, a great friend of our Society, one of the
most experienced cryosurgeon of the world with one of the
most large and long follow-up data, will inform us regarding his
last progress in the Quest of the cryo-immuno effect: the Holy
Graal of cryo-oncology.

It is therefore my whole-hearted wish to see you attend our next
congress in even greater numbers: I am sure that the warm and
friendly atmosphere of the noble city that will give us hospitality
will enhance this stimulating possibility to meet and compare
notes again. n

Michela Miotti PhD, Secretary,
International Society of Cryosurgery,

E:  info@societyofcryosurgery.org 
W: www.societyofcryosurgery.org

16th World Congress of Cryosurgery   
Date: 5-7 November 2011. Venue: Trieste, Italy.

Are you organising an annual meeting or conference which you would like to tell our readers about? Or would you like to
write a report on a meeting or conference of particular interest? If so, contact Patricia McDonnell at Oncology News on 
T/F:+44 (0)288 289 7023, E: patricia@oncologynews.biz
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Erratum: The incorrect spelling of Etienne Brain appeared as Brian Etienne on his picture in the September/October edition of the the Conference News section. Apologies for this error.
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ESTRO 31 - What’s new at ESTRO 31?    
Date: 9-13 May 2012. Venue: Barcelona, Spain.

Organised by the European Society for
Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO), ESTRO

31 will be a wonderful opportunity to discover
the latest advances in radiation oncology. There
will be discussions on the studies that will enable
to deliver better patients care. Clinicians,
physicists, brachytherapists, RTTs, radiobiologists
will all find a state-of-the-art programme that
has been designed to meet their particular needs.

The following new sections have been set up in
the scientific programme:
– Special sessions in an Interdisciplinary Track

where important topics for radiation
oncologists, physicists, radiobiologists and
RTTs will be addressed in a joint forum. 

– Delve into the Look Inside sessions. The
format of these sessions allows about two thirds of the time for
the formal presentation and then the final third for illustration
using practical examples.

– Debates have been designed on the Oxford model with point
and counterpoint discussions followed by conclusions in
support and against the stance taken by the debaters. 

– Topics of the day can be specific to a discipline or involve several
at the same time. Teaching lectures, symposia and proffered
papers will cover a same topic during the whole day: The small
volume challenge; Cutting edge technology; Data management
and networks; Targeting perspective in Radiobiology; Adaptive
RT: changing the practice, Theragnostic and Imaging in RT;

Quality assurance of new techniques and
technologies; Microenvironment, Current
practice and moving controversies; Dosimetry
challenges; Theragnostic and Imaging in RT;
Normal tissue, Current practice and moving
controversies; Predictive biomarkers in RT; Dose
calculation and optimisation; Stem cells…And of
course some of the familiar sessions have been
retained: Awards Lectures, Presidential
Symposium, and the Joint Sessions with other
societies such as ASTRO, EAU, ECCO, EFOMP,
ESMO, ESSO, EORTC, EANM and PROS. 

Of course ESTRO educational activities are very
important with teaching lectures, pre-meeting
workshops for each discipline and daily
contouring workshops. Young scientists will

have a dedicated programme on Friday 11 May, a part of the
congress that is becoming more popular every year.

And next to these outstanding sessions, ESTRO 31 will host
Europe’s largest industrial exhibition in radiation oncology, offering
the opportunity to view the latest products and services for cancer
treatment and care. n

Abstract submission deadline: 16 January 2012 
Early registration rate deadline: 12 January 2012 

More information on www.estro.org
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6th European Multidisciplinary Colorectal Cancer Congress     
Date: 15-17 April 2012.  Venue: Prague, Czech Republic.

The Dutch Colorectal Group
(DCCG), a collaboration of

medical disciplines relevant to the
diagnosis and treatment of colorectal
cancer, are hosting the 6th biennial
European Multidisciplinary Colorectal
Cancer Congress (EMCCC), in Prague,
Czech Republic on the 15th to 17th
of April 2012.

The congress will focus on updating expertise and exchanging
ideas on recent developments of the biology and treatment of
colorectal cancer. It will also provide a platform for multidisciplinary
interaction intended for specialists and researchers with an interest
in Medical Oncology, Surgical Oncology, Radiotherapy, Pathology,
Gastroenterology, Imaging, Radiology, Basic Science, and Genetics.

“Following the success of our previous multidisciplinary
conferences on colorectal cancer, notably the last event in 2010
held in France where 600 participants from more than 30 countries
attended, DCCG is honoured to welcome fellow professionals and
to provide an opportunity to interactively discuss important issues
that we face in the treatment of colorectal cancer” says Prof Dr CJA
Punt, Chairman of DCCG. 

The conference will be submitted for CME accreditation and will

consist of interactive sessions, keynotes
lectures, and oral and poster presentations
between the various disciplines.  

The agenda aims to encompass
developments from most of the research
area including genetics, biology, pathology/
prognostic markers, surgery, screening,
systemic treatment, radiotherapy, and

imaging. It intends to allow for scientific updates and practical
implementation, with interactive sessions to stimulate intensive
exchange of opinions and views that exist amongst the colorectal
cancer professionals.

Participants may also submit abstracts, subject to acceptance by
the scientific committee, and will be published in the final program
book and scheduled for a poster presentation. Authors of
proffered papers will be invited to present their abstracts at the
event. Abstract submission deadline is 1 December 2011.  n

For further information call +31 70 30 67 200 or 
E: dccg@trmoncology.com. Alternatively, visit

http://www.dccg.nl/conferences/emccc

        




