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Book Review
Atlas of skin cancers.
Practical guide to diagnosis and
treatment
Authors: Ali Hendi and Juan-Carlos Martinez. Published by:
Springer. ISBN: 978-3-642-13398-5. Price: £62.99.

This atlas is written
by two eminent der-
matologists, practis-

ing in the USA. The aim of
this atlas is to enable the
non-dermatology trained
physician to identify those
skin lesions that warrant a
biopsy. It is hoped that this
book will help those inter-
ested parties to improve
their clinical acumen. This
is aided by the use of hun-
dreds of good quality
colour photographs. The atlas is well laid-out, makes
good use of headings and is easy to read.
The text is well written, in a clear understandable style

for the non-specialist. There are numerous photographs
of the studied lesion as well as photographs of mimickers,
or differential diagnoses. References are provided at the
end of each chapter.
Chapter 3: Non-melanoma skin cancer. This chapter dis-

cusses the surgical treatment options in detail, in particu-
lar, electrodessication and curettage and excision. Moh’s
microangiographic surgery, a specialised technique of
excision and margin examination is demonstrated in
detail. The use of radiotherapy is just mentioned; its use is
not described in any detail. This area could be expanded
considerably. There are many photographs of clinical
examples of variants of BCCs, as well as mimickers of BCC.
This is followed by examples of SCC and mimickers of SCC.
Chapter 4: Melanoma. The introduction to melanoma is

brief, as is the section on treatment of melanoma. I feel
that this section could be expanded on; in particular, the
size of margins of surgical excision. However the clinical
photographs are good, displaying various variants.
Chapter 5: Miscellaneous cutaneous neoplasms,

describes the uncommon skin malignancies. Photographic
examples are provided for many lesions, though they are
not discussed in any detail.
Chapter 6: Biopsy techniques, discusses how biopsies

are to be taken for diagnostic purposes. It discusses sever-
al techniques, including the use of local anaesthesia,
shave, punch, excisional and incisional biopsies.
Photographs are provided, step by step, for the proce-
dures.
Chapter 7: Complications of skin cancer treatment. This

chapter discusses the “terrible tetrad” of infection, bleed-
ing, dehiscence and necrosis. Again with the aid of the
photographs, it explains how these complications devel-
op, as well as their treatment.
In conclusion, I would recommend this book to those

involved in the management of patients with skin malig-
nancy. It use will help to increase one’s diagnostic confi-
dence and help to determine which patients may require
a biopsy. n

Reviewed by Dr Karin Baria,
Consultant Oncologist, Lincoln County Hospital, UK.

     


