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Are you organising an annual meeting or conference which you would like to tell our readers about? 
Or would you like to write a report on a meeting or conference of particular interest?
If so, contact Patricia McDonnell at Oncology News on T/F: +44 (0)288 289 7023, E: patricia@oncologynews.biz

CONFERENCE NEWS

T he Eleventh Palliative Care Congress took place in Glasgow 
at the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre from 
the 9th-11th March. The theme of the Congress was 

‘Rediscovering Holism’ and aimed to look at the various aspects 
involved in caring for and treating those with life limiting illnesses. 
The Congress attracted its largest number of delegates to date, 
with delegates travelling from as far afi eld as New Zealand, the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and China, proving that the 
speakers and theme of Congress struck a chord with many people. 
There was a real buzz of interest, excitement and much comment 
and discussion was raised by Professor Arthur Frank, our headline 
speaker. Professor Frank challenged us to view illness as part of 
a person’s on going story and to look at the way a person may 
respond to illness. Such responses and ‘stories’ are not in and of 
themselves wrong or bad but demand different things form the 
people caring for them. 

The Twitter feed saw one delegate stating that there was so 
much to … ‘think and aspire to’.

Revd Dr John Bell challenged us to think of patients as having 
a spiritual aspect, however they might describe it and Dr Nigel 
Warburton encouraged us to look at what philosophers could 
teach us about facing death. Baroness Onora O’Neill told us we 
did not need to be ethical superheroes but trustworthy doctors 
and Professors Sam Ahmedzai and David Clark encouraged us to 
look for more evidence for what we did.

With the very best in research and speakers who made us think 
– Congress this year was memorable both for its content and its 
location. All in all, the Chair ended up being a very happy man!

Derek Willis,
Chair, The 11th Palliative Care Congress.

11th Palliative Care Congress: Rediscovering Holism 
– the future for palliative care
Date: 9-11 March 2016. Venue: Glasgow, UK.
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BAHNO – in London, May 2016

BNOS – in Leeds, June 2016

NCRI – in Liverpool, November 2016

BTOG – in Dublin, January 2017 http://is.gd/oncologyfacebook
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