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This multi-author text is a welcome addition to the
small but expanding library of books devoted to
neuro-oncology.   Following an opening chapter

devoted to the biology and pathophysiology of nervous
system metastases, the focus is essentially clinical, with
successive chapters devoted to presentations of
intracranial, spinal cord, leptomeningeal, cranial nerve,
and brachial and lumbosacral plexus tumours and
metastases.  Chapters on what may be called complica-
tions – cerebrovascular disease, metabolic and nutri-
tional dysfunction, infections, and paraneoplasia – are
followed by accounts of the effects of tumours by
organ system; complications of tumours in childhood;
effects of radiotherapy, chemotherapy, and immunotherapy; and
the volume finishes off with information devoted to psychiatric
aspects (including an account of delirium, its causes and treat-
ment), pain, psychosocial aspects (including an account of neu-
rocognitive problems) and supportive care.

Neurologists often consider tumour or metastasis in the differential
diagnosis of neurological symptoms and signs, so the clinical gems or
nuggets which may increase the index of suspicion are particularly
welcome.  Some examples which I came across include: the fact that
signs often outnumber symptoms in leptomeningeal metastasis (55),
which is the converse of the situation in virtually every other neuro-
logical consultation; nuchal rigidity is rare in neoplastic as opposed to

bacterial meningitis (57); tumour-related facial paralysis
has a slower onset than idiopathic Bell’s palsy (83);
Horner’s syndrome is a potential marker for brachial plex-
opathy from metastasis rather than from radiation (97);
and phantom pain is more prevalent after tumour-relat-
ed amputation than traumatic amputation (507).   

Production values are generally high throughout the
book, and only a few niggling complaints arise. My incip-
ient presbyopia caused me to wish that some of the neu-
roimaging reproductions were a bit larger.  At one point
(276), Hodgkin’s disease is unfortunately transmuted
into Huntington’s disease, altogether a different beast.  I
was surprised to find no account of NMDA-receptor

encephalitis in the paraneoplasia chapter, or in the subsection on
paraneoplastic syndromes in the genitourinary cancer chapter. 

Comparisons may be odious, but I think it is inevitable that, since
there are many shared areas of interest, this book will be compared
with DeAngelis and Poser’s book on the Neurologic Complications
of Cancer (reviewed Oncology News 2009;4(1):15).  My personal,
subjective, preference would be for the latter, but purchasers of the
current volume will not find themselves short-changed.  n
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