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News update
Latest developments on products and services from the industry. To have your news included contact Patricia McDonnell on
patricia@oncologynews.biz or T/F:+44 (0)288 289 7023.

Varian’s TrueBeam radiotherapy delivery system, a
comprehensive re-design of linear accelerator
technology, has won a top international design
award. Launched last year, the sleek and fully-
integrated TrueBeam system has been selected for a
prestigious Red Dot award for product design.

The Red Dot organization, based in Essen,
Germany, awards prizes annually for product
design, design agencies and design concepts. This
year, designers and companies from 60 countries
entered almost 4,500 products in the Red Dot
award for product design and the winners were
announced at a glittering awards ceremony in
Essen. More information about the awards and a list

of winners can be found at www.red-dot.org
"As always, our jury cast a very careful eye

over the products submitted,” said Professor Dr.
Peter Zec, the initiator of the Red Dot design
award. “Design quality has asserted itself clearly
in the judging process, with genuine and new
creative solutions also being rewarded. Both of
these criteria are not just yardsticks for good
design, but also for the potential for success on
the market.”

For further information contact:
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com

Cancer patients in Sweden have gained access
to fast and efficient radiotherapy treatments
with the installation of Scandinavia’s first
TrueBeam™ system from Varian Medical
Systems. This advanced system has commenced
clinical treatments for patients at Västerås
Hospital, west of Stockholm.

Until recently, physicists and doctors at the
busy hospital have been treating 70 patients a
day in two shifts between 6.30am and
8.30pm. The arrival of the TrueBeam system
means more advanced treatments can be
delivered in shorter times, potentially enabling
a resumption of normal working patterns.

TrueBeam was designed to treat cancer in a
fast and precise manner, including tumors that
move during treatment as the patient breathes
in and out. Designed to advance the treatment
of lung, breast, prostate, head and neck, and
other types of cancer, TrueBeam features a
multitude of technical innovations that
dynamically synchronize imaging, patient

positioning, motion management, and
treatment delivery. With its High Intensity
Mode, TrueBeam can deliver very high doses
quickly and accurately, more than twice as fast
as earlier generations of technology.

For further information contact:
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com

First Varian TrueBeam System in Scandinavia Crystal clear imaging
for optimum brightness

Nikon has launched the new CFI Plan
Apochromat λ series of objectives, featuring
its pioneering ultra-low refractive index Nano
Crystal Coat technology. This technology
provides unrivalled chromatic aberration and
remarkably high transmission values
throughout a broad range of wavelengths.
Offering bright, sharp, high contrast images,
the newly developed CFI Plan Apochromat λ
series objectives are capable of visualising the
minute structure and dynamics in living cells
or organisms, supporting advanced
bioscience applications.

Originating from its semi-conductor
manufacturing technology, and used in the
manufacture of professional SLR lenses,
Nikon's Nano Crystal Coat is an anti-reflective
coating that assimilates ultra-fine crystallised
particles, the size of a nanometre. Arranging
the particles in a spongy coarse structure,
with uniform spaces between them, enables
lower refractive indices. These crystallised
particles eliminate reflections inside the lens
throughout the spectrum of visible light
waves (380 - 780nm) far exceeding the limits
of conventional anti-reflective coating
systems. The Nano Crystal Coat eliminates
the ghost effects caused by red light and
effectively reduces the flare caused by light
entering the lens diagonally.

For further information contact Nikon
Instruments Europe: T: +44 (0)208 2471718
E: info@nikoninstruments.eu W:
www.nikoninstruments.eu/plan-apo-lambda

Nucletron’s successful brachytherapy user meeting
in Lincoln
Nucletron recently held a highly successfully
brachytherapy meeting for users. The meeting
took the form of formal presentations on
brachytherapy from user sites, the latest
innovations in brachytherapy from Nucletron
together with questions / discussion sessions,
and demonstrations / hands-on sessions
interspersed throughout the programme.

Day One of the meeting was hosted by Ian
Green, Principal Radiotherapy Physicist at
Lincoln County and Day Two by Jenny
Marsden, Principal Physicist at Hull & East
Yorkshire Hospitals. A highlight of the
meeting was a talk by a patient, Mark Davies,
speaking on “The Patient Experience”.

Feedback from delegates was excellent with
a major of over eight-five percent saying that
that overall meeting was a “good event” and

“thank you”. Top of the poll was the patient
experience talk, with one attendee saying “it
gave us food for thought and is not something
we usually talk about.”

For further information visit:
www.nucletron.com
E: helen.hanratty@uk.nucletron.com
T: + 44 (0)7764 831828

Varian’s TrueBeam Wins Prestigious International Design Award
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Details of advances in the use of stereotactic
body radiotherapy (SBRT) to treat early stage
lung cancer in both high risk operable and
inoperable cases were presented at the
biennial World Conference for Lung Cancer
(WCLC) in Amsterdam reently, including
significant improvements in survival of
elderly lung cancer patients in the
Netherlands as a result of more advanced
SBRT treatments.
A study into survival rates among lung

cancer patients in the Netherlands between
2003 and 2009 was one of only four, out of
approximately 1900 abstracts, selected for
presentation at the WCLC Presidential
Symposium. The study was outlined by Dr
Cornelis Haasbeek from VU University
Medical Center in Amsterdam, where
patients are treated on six advanced medical
linear accelerators from radiosurgery world
leader Varian Medical Systems. This hospital
has pioneered the use of SBRT in the
Netherlands, involving higher doses being

delivered in fewer sessions with greater
precision than is usual with conventional
radiotherapy.
The team at VU used the country’s

comprehensive population registry to
monitor the survival rates of lung cancer
patients aged 75 or older. Whereas previous
population studies in North Holland have
shown increased survival rates of up to
seven months through the use of SBRT,
latest research on data from the entire
Dutch population of 16 million shows the
average survival rate after SBRT jumps by 9.3
months in this frail population from 16.8
months to 26.1 months. “This improvement
in survival rates for SBRT patients is nothing
short of spectacular for a disease that is
difficult to treat by any method,” says Prof.
Senan.
For further information contact:

Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems
T: +44 (0)7786 526068
E: neil.madle@varian.com

Dutch Cancer Center with Varian Systems Presents
Results of Study into Improving Survival Rates

First RapidArc®
Radiotherapy
Treatments carried out
in Morocco

A 60-year-old prostate cancer patient has become
the first person in North Africa to be treated using
fast and efficient RapidArc® radiotherapy
technology from Varian Medical Systems. The
pioneering treatment took place at Al Kindy
Hospital, a leading private cancer clinic in
Casablanca. Over 20 further prostate and
head/neck cancer treatments have subsequently
taken place using the advanced technology.
Doctors at Al Kindy say RapidArc has enabled

them to give fast and precise treatments that
deliver the prescribed dose to the tumor while
limiting exposure to surrounding healthy tissue
and organs. “RapidArc is a very effective way of
improving the precision of our radiotherapy
treatments, particularly for head and neck
treatments, which are very common here in
Morocco,” says Hicham Tamri, medical physicist.
“With RapidArc we are able to deliver the
prescribed dose precisely while lowering the risk
of complications such as dry mouth. For prostate
patients, we can better reduce exposure of the
bladder, urethra and rectum.”
Mr Tamri said the hospital had never offered

IMRT treatments in the past but their acquisition
from Varian had enabled them to commence
image-guided RapidArc treatments. “We will be
using RapidArc rather than fixed-beam IMRT for
all eligible cases in the future,” he said.
For further information contact:

Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems
T: +44 (0)7786 526068
E: neil.madle@varian.com

Gen-Probe’s analytical service laboratories pass
FDA inspection
Gen-Probe’s Tepnel Pharma
Services, a provider of outsourced
services and solutions to the drug
development and biotechnology
sectors, is pleased to announce
that its analytical laboratories in
Livingston, Scotland, have
successfully passed a GMP
inspection by the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
without any “Form 483” citations.
This is the second audit by the
FDA since Tepnel relocated to its
current facilities in 2008, and sits
alongside the certification by the
UK Medicines and Healthcare Products
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) for GMP, GLP and
GCP compliance at the site.
Carl Hull, CEO of Gen-Probe Incorporated,

said, “This accomplishment reflects our
long-standing corporate commitment to

quality and regulatory
compliance.” David Scott,
Senior Director, Commercial
Services and Diaclone, added,
“The success of this
inspection is testament to the
hard work, understanding
and commitment of Tepnel to
provide regulatory compliant
services to our customers. In
conjunction with our MHRA
accreditations, it confirms our
quality system meets the
highest standards expected of
a modern global service

provider.”
Gen-Probe’s Tepnel Pharma Services is a

global provider of outsourced services to the
drug development industry.
For further information contact:

E: pharmaservices@gen-probe.com

Elekta’s Integrity Forms the Foundation of Advanced Radiation Therapy

Built on 25 years of experience, Integrity™ is
Elekta’s sixth generation digital control system
that brings proven reliability, giving the
confidence to safely deliver radiation
treatment. Integrity ensures the dose rate is
not just prescribed but is actively managed to
complete the treatment flawlessly. The system
employs three tiers of safety.
First: The prescription is verified when it is

received from an external R&V system like
MOSAIQ®. Integrity checks that all linac
parameters are deliverable and set correctly
according to the prescription. This system will
reject untreatable plans before the patient is

on the table or a QA procedure starts.
Second: To keep prescription on track and

precise, MLC leaf positions are checked and
controlled every 40 milliseconds, while the

dose is checked every 20 milliseconds with
real-time adjustments being made.
Third: Guardian oversees the whole process,

supervising and checking all systems are
operating correctly. It does this by monitoring
and verifying parameters throughout the
treatment, including MLC and gantry settings.
If a discrepancy occurs, Guardian will interrupt
treatment.
Learn more at www.elekta.com/integrity.
For further information contact:

Patrick Greally, Elekta Limited
T: +44 (1293) 654 462
E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com
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Varian Medical Systems has been awarded a
contract to supply eight TrueBeam treatment
systems to hospitals in Scotland as part of a major
nationwide procurement program. The award
also involves two Clinac® iX linear accelerators,
ancillary equipment and software from Varian.
The new equipment will replace ageing

treatment machines at radiotherapy departments
in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, Aberdeen and
Inverness. “This is a major replacement program
aimed at refreshing our stock of radiotherapy
treatment machines across Scotland.” says NHS
National Services Scotland’s Procurement
Manager (Equipping and Technical) and project
lead John Slater.
Gary Currie, medical physicist at West of Scotland Cancer Centre in

Glasgow, said, “These new machines represent the latest in linear

accelerator technology and they will enable
Scotland’s radiotherapy departments to introduce
cutting-edge treatments for the benefit of the
country’s cancer patients.”
He said clinicians in Scotland aim to offer

advanced image-guided RapidArc® intensity
modulated radiotherapy (IMRT) treatments to 30%
of patients within 12-18 months. IMRT enables
dose to be delivered more precisely to the tumor
than systems without IMRT and reduces dose to
healthy tissue. RapidArc enables IMRT to be
delivered in less than two minutes rather than the
15-20 minutes needed for conventional IMRT
treatments.

For further information contact:
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068, E: neil.madle@varian.com

Scottish Executive Awards Varian Major Contract to Supply Five Cancer Centers

Galil Medical, a global leader in minimally invasive cryotherapy
cancer treatments, announced today that NICE (National Institute
for Health and Clinical Excellence) guidance has been secured for
percutaneous cryotherapy of renal cancer.
In the recently issued guidance, NICE states: “Current evidence

on the efficacy and safety of percutaneous cryotherapy for renal
cancer is adequate to support the use of this procedure provided
that normal arrangements are in place for clinical governance,
consent and audit.”
Interventional Radiologists and Galil Medical have been involved
throughout the consultation process, to ensure that NICE had
access to the most updated information during their review of this
treatment. As part of the public commentary process, Galil Medical
was able to provide NICE with broader clinical evidence supporting
the safety and efficacy of renal cryotherapy procedures.
The new NICE guidance outlines an improved patient pathway

for those seeking renal cryotherapy as a first line treatment. This
provides patients with a true alternative to the more invasive
surgical techniques that are currently offered.
“Galil Medical is the only company solely committed to

advancing cryotherapy over a broad range of applications,” Marty
Emerson (Galil’s CEO) commented; “We believe that the NICE
Guidance will further solidify our position that cryotherapy is the
treatment of choice for percutaneous renal procedures and will
position Galil Medical as the preeminent cryotherapy company in

the world. Our goal is to provide cryotherapy specialists with a
broad range of product choices, allowing these physicians the
flexibility to treat a wider range of patients.”
The NICE guidance may be viewed at
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG402.
Galil Medical is a global leader in delivering innovative

cryotherapy solutions. The company is addressing patient
conditions across multiple physician specialties; treatment areas
include conditions affecting bone, kidney, liver, lung and prostate,
as well as targeted pain and nerve applications. Company offices
are located in Arden Hills, Minnesota; Yokneam, Israel; and
London, United Kingdom. Shareholders include Thomas,
McNerney & Partners, The Vertical Group, and Investor Growth
Capital.

For further information contact, Derek Jerome, Clinical Affairs
and Technical Services Director, T: +44 (0)1293 459848
E: derek.jerome@gaillmedical.com or Sally Rogers,
Marketing Director, Europe, T: +44 (0)1293 459848,
E: sally.rogers@galilmedical.com

Galil Medical announces new NICE Guidance for percutaneous renal
cryoablation

     




