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News update
Latest developments on products and services from the industry. To have your news included contact Patricia McDonnell on
patricia@oncologynews.biz or T/F:+44 (0)288 289 7023.

GE Healthcare showcased its commitment to
strengthening cancer diagnosis at the European
Multidisciplinary Cancer Congress 2011. On display
at GE’s booth was an exclusive combination of In-
Vivo and In-Vitro diagnostics solutions in the
industry today. These comprehensive solutions will
offer new insights to help address breast cancer,
lung cancer, interventional oncology, radiation
oncology & oncology workflow.

Alongside a GE $100m open innovation
challenge www.healthymagination.com/challenge,
GE Healthcare recently announced its plans to
dedicate $1 billion of its total R&D budget over the
next five years to expand its advanced cancer
diagnostic and molecular imaging capabilities, as well as its world-class
technologies for the manufacture of biopharmaceuticals and for cancer
research.

GE Healthcare is seen as a leader in
diagnostic imaging for the detection of
cancer and as a leading provider of
technologies for cancer research and
biopharmaceutical manufacturing. In
recent years, the company has
significantly expanded its presence in
the oncology arena through strategic
acquisitions, including Amersham plc.
(2004), Biacore International AB
(2006), Wave Biotech LLC (2007),
MicroCal LLC (2008), Clarient (2010),
Applied Precision (2011) and a joint
venture Omnyx (2009).

For further information contact: Allison J Cohen, Global Public
Relations Manager, Oncology GE Healthcare, T: +972 547 299 742, 
E: allison.cohen@ge.com

The new range of Nikon upright clinical
microscopes has evolved to meet the
demand for ergonomic, eco-friendly and
easy-to-use imaging systems.  Offering
world-class optics, long-life LED
illumination, motorisation and simple one-
touch operation for microscope control
and image capture, the versatile Eclipse Ci
and Ni upright microscopes are ideal for all
clinical microscopy needs.

The Eclipse Ci series comprises the top of
the range motorised Ci-E model, perfect for
all applications, the eco-friendly manual Ci-
L with LED illumination and basic halogen
Ci-S model.  The Ci series provides full
image control via the new DS-L3 camera
control unit, superb ergonomics including
control buttons on the side of microscope

for ease and comfort, as well as a
nosepiece spacer to match personal
posture.  Enhanced features also
include an LED pointer for the
teaching head, wear and scratch
resistant ceramic and dry-film surface
stages and a small footprint. 

Ideal for applications that require
frequent magnification switching, the
Ci-E is equipped with six position
motorised nosepiece switching and
automatic intensity adjustment, as
well as eco-friendly LED illumination.  

For further information contact
Nikon Instruments Europe: 
T: +44 (0)208 247 1718, 
E: info@nikoninstruments.eu 
W: www.nikoninstruments.com/Ci

Nikon launches eco-friendly clinical microscope series

GE Healthcare Spotlights its Commitment to Advancing Cancer Care 

Cancer experts from around the world
gathered in Berlin recently to hear of
advances in radiotherapy that are
bringing additional treatment possibilities
for cancer patients. More than 450
oncologists, physicists and radiotherapy
practitioners are at the two-day Berlin
Oncology Summit, organized by Varian
Medical Systems, to share experiences
and highlight the expanding use of
radiotherapy and radiosurgery to treat an
increasingly wide range of cancers. 

Key sessions at the event look at ten
years’ worth of data since the first IMRT
(intensity modulated radiotherapy)
treatments in Europe, as well as
advanced clinical applications using
higher dose delivery systems such as
Varian’s TrueBeam™ linear accelerator
and the growing practise of hypo-
fractionated stereotactic body

radiotherapy or stereotactic ablative
radiotherapy treatments for prostate cancer. 

Professor Volker Budach, head of the
Clinic for Radio-oncology and Radiotherapy
at the Campus Virchow-Klinikum and
Campus Charité Mitte of the famous
Charité Universitätsmedizin Berlin, who is
delivering the keynote address at the
oncology summit, says, “We continue to
see great strides in radiotherapy technology
and treatment delivering techniques that
improve precision, bring down treatment
times and make radiotherapy a feasible
treatment for many more tumor sites.
Events such as this summit enable
oncologists from around the world to
reveal outcomes and share best practices.”       

For further information contact: 
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems, 
T: +44 (0)7786 526068 
E: neil.madle@varian.com

Advances in Radiotherapy Detailed at Cancer Summit Organized by Varian 
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The DySIS (Dynamic Spectral Imaging System)
digital colposcope measures and maps cervical
pre-cancers, eliminating the subjectivity of
conventional colposcopy and significantly
increasing the detection rate for cervical lesions. 

Clinical evidence in the EU shows that with
conventional colposcopy as much as 51% of
patients with high grade cervical cancer can be
missed. With DySIS this figure was reduced to
just 21%1. Other clinical tests have shown
DySIS to be 88% sensitive compared to 55%
for conventional colposcopy2. 

The new DySIS digital colposcope provides
clinicians with much more accurate
information from which to make a diagnosis
than conventional colposcopy. The results are
better care for patients with reduced medical
risks caused by inaccurate or uncertain
diagnosis.  Professor Vesna Kesic, Belgrade,
Serbia & President Elect of the European

Society of Gynaecological Oncology says: “In
my opinion, the main practical value of DySIS
will be in improving the specificity of
colposcopy by quantative assessment and
mapping of atypical findings on the cervix,
thus decreasing false positive findings and
unnecessary treatment".

For further information visit
www.dysismedical.com

References 
1 Soutter et all, CCR 2009

Link to journal:
http://clincancerres.aacrjournals.org/content/15/5/1814

2 Dynamic Spectral Imaging Colposcopy: Higher sensitivity
for detection of premalignant cervical lesions - Louwers et
al, BJOG, 2011

Dramatically increase the early detection of cervical
cancer

Stago’s Global Haemostasis Solution ensures high quality technical support 

Stago is an internationally recognised,
independent company dedicated to the
field of haemostasis. The Company has
more than 60 years of experience in
developing new reagents, systems and
solutions to provide biologists and
clinical practitioners with effective
diagnostic tools. 

The Company’s Global Haemostasis
Solution – offering a UK ¬based
haemostasis hotline, application
support, after sales care and training
services – provides customers with
reliable, efficient instruments and
reagents, backed up by a dedicated
support team. Stago’s knowledgeable
technical specialists are able to resolve
over 80% of queries by telephone, as

well as providing on-site visits if necessary. In
addition, highly trained application specialists
are available to offer advice regarding system
installation and application troubleshooting,
and also provide both on- and off-site customer
training.

Nigel Seager, Technical Service Support
Manager at Stago, said: “Simply having the
right systems and reagents is not sufficient. We
aim to use our knowledge and expertise to its
full potential, generating total customer
satisfaction by providing premium service and
support to our clients.”

For more information contact: 
Diagnostica Stago UK Ltd, 
T: +44 (0)845 054 0614, 
F: +44 (0)845 054 0625, 
W: www.stago-uk.com

Nottingham University
Hospital treats first
patient with new
VMAT radiation 
technique 

Nottingham University Hospital has treated its
first prostate patient using a new treatment
procedure in clinical routine, Nucletron’s
Oncentra VMAT (Volumetric Modulated Arc
Therapy).   Together with Nucletron’s
development resources, physicians and
medical physicists at Nottingham performed
all the necessary preparations for introduction
of the new method into clinical routine in
September 2011.   VMAT reduces treatment
time and IMRT can significantly reduce the
risk of serious side effects, potentially
improving tumour control for patients.

Keith Langmack, Head of Clinical
Radiotherapy Physics at Nottingham University
Hospitals comments, “We achieve the shorter
treatment time by moving the linear
accelerator continuously around the patient
during radiation.   At the same time, we can
change the speed of this movement, strength
of radiation and the shape of the radiation
field throughout the procedure, resulting in
optimal treatment.    In conformal therapy or
standard IMRT treatments the radiation is
given only from certain angles.  During the
move from angle to angle, the beam has to be
switched off again and again.” 

For further information visit:
www.nucletron.com 
E: helen.hanratty@uk.nucletron.com 
T: + 44 (0)7764 831828.

Oncentra VMAT treatment plan.

Varian Medical Systems ranked first in overall
performance among oncology information
system vendors in a 2011 performance report
released last month by KLAS, a research firm
that specializes in monitoring and reporting on
the performance of healthcare technology
vendors.1 Varian's ARIA® software, which is
designed to manage a range of clinical,
administrative, and financial activities in the
multidisciplinary cancer treatment setting, rose
by eight percentage points above its 2010
score, capturing the top spot for 2011.

"Varian is proud to have ranked number one
in KLAS's annual survey for three out of four
years," said Dow Wilson, president of Varian's
Oncology Systems business. "We were
particularly gratified this year to see that 94
percent of the customers surveyed would buy
ARIA again, and 96 percent see ARIA as part of
their long-term plans."

"Varian has improved across the board, and
customers are taking notice," said Monique
Rasband, author of the report.  "Customers like

the end-to-end workflow capability for
oncology and the fact that integration is being
built into the software upgrades.  ARIA's ease
of use is also a highlight."
1. "Oncology IS 2011: Integrating the Island," August, 2011.
© 2011 KLAS Enterprises, LLC. All rights reserved.
www.KLASresearch.com

For further information contact: 
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com

Varian's ARIA ranked no.1 in 2011 KLAS report 
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Varian Medical Systems, a
world leader in radiotherapy
and X-Ray imaging
technology, is announcing
the publication of its first
comprehensive Corporate
Social Responsibility report,
detailing the company’s
policies and achievements in
extending care, protecting
resources and helping to
save lives. The ‘Varian
Sustainability’ Report has
been produced as part of
the wider investment to
continually improve
sustainability performance and transparency.

“We have a responsibility to achieve our
business goals in a socially and environ-
mentally responsible manner,” says Tim
Guertin, chief executive officer of Varian
Medical Systems. “While our company

continues to develop better
therapeutic capabilities for
fighting cancer and other
diseases as well as better
components for X-Ray imaging,
we strive to do so in ways which
extend access to advanced care,
improve clinical outcomes,
optimize safety and make a
positive impact on the
communities where we
operate.”

In 2010, Varian commenced
a company-wide undertaking to
examine sustainability perfor-
mance and identify challenges

and opportunities to be addressed over time.
This effort involved the close participation of
senior leaders from all divisions, key
geographies, and core functions. 

For further information visit 
W: www.varian.com/sustainability. 

Varian publishes first sustainability report 

Before Manchester’s The Christie NHS
Foundation Trust opened its satellite
radiotherapy clinic in Oldham in 2010,
patients in north Manchester and further
north had to daily negotiate the typically
traffic-jammed M60 motorway ringing the
city and make their way further in to
Withington in Manchester’s south suburbs.
The roundtrip could take three hours for
distances ranging only a few kilometers. By
establishing a satellite center in Oldham The
Christie has dramatically improved access to
radiation therapy services and commute
times for patients in the expansive region of
Greater Manchester, encompassing north
Manchester, Oldham, Bury, Middleton,
Rochdale and Tameside.

The Christie at Oldham has used advanced
techniques, such as Intensity Modulated
Radiation Therapy (IMRT) and Image Guided
Radiation Therapy (IGRT), to treat more than
1,600 patients since March 16, 2010, averaging
37 patients per day on each of its two Elekta
Synergy® treatment systems. Elekta’s MOSAIQ®

Oncology Information System connects the
Oldham centre with The Christie in Manchester,
enabling bi-directional transmission of patient
records and treatment plans.

“We’re a ‘true’ satellite, networked
completely with, and dependent on, the
main site in Manchester, with information
passing to and from the two centers. says
Julie Davies, lead radiographer. 

For further information contact: 
Patrick Greally, Elekta Limited,
T: +44 (1293) 654 462 
E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com

Satellite radiotherapy
clinics are lifelines for
UK cancer patients

UK’s first TomoTherapy user meeting a huge success

The first TomoTherapy UK User Group meeting
took place at The Moller Centre in Cambridge.
Delegates included individuals from each of the
seven hospitals where TomoTherapy Hi-Art and
TomoHD treatment machines are installed;
Oncology Systems Limited, the UK and Ireland
distributors and Accuray Incorporated, the
machines’ manufacturers.

The two day conference brought together
staff from all disciplines including clinical
oncologists, radiotherapy physicists, dosimetrists
and radiographers.  The meetings saw the
sharing of best practice and the chance to see
how each of the centres is using TomoTherapy.
Newer centres, such as Queen Elizabeth Hospital
Birmingham, where the UK’s first TomoHDs have
just been installed, rubbed shoulders with more

experienced users, such as Cromwell Hospital,
which was the first in the country to treat on
TomoTherapy.  

Over the two days many interesting sessions
were held, including UK hospitals already treating
patients on TomoTherapy comparing their plans
for the treatment of three individual cases: prostate
and nodes, head and neck and craniospinal.  The
highlight of the meeting was the ground breaking
application of TomoTherapy for Total Marrow and
Lymphatic Irradiation or TMLI. The first case of an
adult all patient treatment took place at
Addenbrooke’s this summer. 

Contact: Oncology Systems Limited,
T: +44 (0)1743 462 694 
E: enquiry@osl.uk.com
W: www.osl.uk.com

TomoTherapy UK User Group Meeting committee
(L to R): Peter Dunlop (Chair), James Cook;
Judith Christian, Nottingham; Julie Mead, OSL;
Tony Greener, Guys & St Thomas; Mark
Elsworthy, Bupa Cromwell; Neil Burnet,
Addenbrooke's.

Vector Laboratories new catalogue 
Vector Laboratories new catalogue is more than a
product listing.  It contains valuable information about
techniques, applications and innovations that are
valuable to any researcher using immunological
techniques.  Vector Laboratories produce high quality
reagents for immunohistochemistry, immuno-
fluorescence, immunoblotting and molecular biology. In
addition, Vector is recognized as a key producer of
lectins. Some of the new products featured in the
catalogue include: 

• BLOXALL™ Solution, a dual enzyme reagent that
simultaneously inactivates endogenous peroxidase
and alkaline phosphatase in formalin-fixed, paraffin-
embedded tissue sections and frozen sections.

• DyLight® fluorescent dyes are direct alternatives to traditional fluorophores such as fluorescein
(FITC) and rhodamine. Vector Labs have introduced DyLight® conjugated to affinity-purified
secondary antibodies and streptavidin for use in a variety of applications.

• A new range of high affinity and highly purified antibodies against Digoxigenin/Digoxin (DIG)
has been generated for use in in situ hybridization techniques. These include Anti-DIG
antibodies labelled with DyLight® 488, or DyLight® 594.

To order a catalogue or for any other information contact Vector on (+44) 1733 237999 or 
E: technical@vectorlabs.co.uk   
UK website: www.vectorlabs.co.uk or corporate website: www.vectorlabs.com
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LGC Standards, one of the world’s
leading suppliers of reference materials,
has launched the LGC Standards’
webshop (www.lgcstandards.com/
shop), initially offering over 26,000
products from 65 suppliers and
destined to become the most
comprehensive online source of
reference materials available.

The newly launched webshop offers
easy access to the most popular of
LGC Standards’ 100,000 products,
which include the Company’s
extensive range of analytical standards
and reference materials. With new
products being continuously added,
the current online range includes

standards for pharmaceuticals and impurities
analysis; food and environmental studies;
clinical, forensics and sports testing;
phytochemicals; and industry and metals. An
intuitive search engine enables customers to
locate products by name, code, analyte,
chemical formula, matrix or Chemical Abstracts
Service number, and provides customers across
the world with status tracking and delivery date
confirmation for all active orders. The new site
also includes a convenient resource centre –
with product-specific posters, case studies,
articles and flyers – as well as information on
new products and up-to-date industry and
company news. 

To start using the online ordering service
visit www.lgcstandards.com/shop

LGC Standards launches major online source of reference materials

Nikon launches new upright microscope 

Nikon Instruments has launched the
ultimate in clinical research upright
microscope evolution – the Eclipse Ni-U.
Designed with core technology used in
Nikon’s renowned Eclipse Ti inverted
research microscope concept, the highly
evolved manual Ni-U is designed to meet
the needs of all advanced bioscience and
clinical research.  The flexibility provided by
motorisation capability and multi-mode
operation, combined with high optical
quality as well as improved ergonomics,
provide access to all the major imaging
techniques and observation methods.

Nikon’s highly acclaimed proprietary
stratum structure has now been
incorporated in this upright microscope.
The structure enables optical paths in two

tiers, providing complete flexibility with efficient
system configurations and custom combinations
according to application.  A choice of stackable
turrets is available for epi-fluorescence – manual,
intelligent and motorised.  The Ni-U offers high
intensity 100W illumination with built-in fly eye
optics for even illumination and further superior
optical performance is ensured through Nikon’s
CFI Plan Apochromat Lambda series objectives.
Transmission and chromatic aberration
correction have been improved throughout the
wide range of visible to near IR wavelengths
(950nm), allowing use of various fluorescent
reagents. 

For further information contact Nikon
Instruments Europe: T: +44 (0)208 247 1718,
E: info@nikoninstruments.eu   
W: www.nikoninstruments.com/NiU

Varian Medical Systems has been awarded a contract to supply eight
TrueBeam treatment systems to hospitals in Scotland as part of a major
nationwide procurement program. The award also involves two Clinac®

iX linear accelerators, ancillary equipment and software from Varian. 
The new equipment will replace ageing treatment machines at

radiotherapy departments in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, Aberdeen
and Inverness. “This is a major replacement program aimed at refreshing
our stock of radiotherapy treatment machines across Scotland.” says
NHS National Services Scotland’s Procurement Manager (Equipping and
Technical) and project lead John Slater. 

Gary Currie, medical physicist at West of Scotland Cancer Centre in
Glasgow, said, “These new machines represent the latest in linear
accelerator technology and they will enable Scotland’s radiotherapy
departments to introduce cutting-edge treatments for the benefit of the
country’s cancer patients.”

He said clinicians in Scotland aim to offer advanced image-guided
RapidArc® intensity modulated radiotherapy (IMRT) treatments to 30%
of patients within 12-18 months. IMRT enables dose to be delivered
more precisely to the tumor than systems without IMRT and reduces

dose to healthy tissue. RapidArc enables IMRT to be delivered in less than
two minutes rather than the 15-20 minutes needed for conventional
IMRT treatments.  

For further information contact: Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems, 
T: +44 (0)7786 526068, E: neil.madle@varian.com

Varian books $88 million order to equip Proton Treatment Centre

To have your news item included in this section contact 
Patricia on patricia@oncologynews.biz
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Driven by patient demand, brainstrust has launched
an easy to use, up to date and comprehensive
database of UK brain tumour clinical trials.

The new area builds on the brain tumour hub
(www.braintumourhub.org.uk), which already hosts a
comprehensive database of brain tumour support
services. The tool has been developed with patients,
and answers an unmet need for an easy to use
database of trials information. The content itself has
been produced in collaboration with the NCRI, neuro-oncology
healthcare professionals and researchers from across the country.

Researchers and clinicians can also complete a form on the site and
request that their trial information be updated and or added. brainstrust

will review and re-validate the trials information
regularly, with the ability to add new information
quickly a key feature of the site.

Commenting on the launch, Colin Watts, Clinical
Senior Lecturer in Neurosciences at Cambridge
University said, “Information empowers patients by
placing themselves firmly at the centre of their own
care; it also empowers clinicians by helping them to
direct patients to resources that can help them fight

brain cancer and recruit into clinical trials. The Brain Tumour Hub is a
significant contributor to this enhanced process of care and is to be
welcomed."

For further information visit www.braintumourhub.org.uk

New brain tumour clinical trials database live

The Spiro Dynr X (SDX) is a breathing control
system for radiation therapy that enables the
reproducible positioning of the tumour from
medical imaging through to the final session of
the treatment, limiting excessive irradiation of
healthy tissues and contiguous organs.
Following three phases it is ideal for all patients
under going breath hold therapies especially
lung, breast and liver techniques.

Working in three phases:

THE VOLUNTARY BREATH HOLD 
The patient learns to use the spirometer, and

the optimal breath hold level is determined
according to the patient’s respiratory capacity.
The patient is then able to voluntarily
reproduce the breath holds at the same
pulmonary volume level during each
subsequent medical imaging and radiotherapy
session.

IMAGING
The SDX’s ergonomics are expressly designed
for passage through all existing scanners. The
voluntary breath hold method makes it
possible to obtain high quality images in
which the effects of respiratory movement are
minimized, thus contributing to optimized
dosimetry planning.

TREATMENT
During each Radiation Therapy session, the
patient produces several breath holds, lasting
from a few to approximately 20 seconds. The
use of video goggles provides the bio-
feedback to the patient indicating when and
for how long to produce the breath hold.

For further information contact:  
Oncology Imaging Systems Ltd 
T: +44 (0)1825 840633,   
F: +44 (0)1825 841496, 
E: sales@oncologyimaging.com 
W: www.oncologyimaging.com  

OIS introduces the Spiro Dynr X into the UK

OIS sign new contract with EPIdos 
Oncology Imaging Systems Ltd are pleased to
announce the signing of a contract with
EPIdos for the UK and Ireland distribution
rights for the Epiqa range of EPID based
dosimetry products.

Epiqa is a unique programme built on a
combination of 4 independent software
modules, ARTEMIS for RapidARC QA and
RapidARC machine commissioning; HERA for
IMRT plan and Dynamic MLC quality
assurance; ATHENA for machine and TPS
commissioning and QA; And HERMES for
Treatment planning system algorithm
evaluation.

Some of the main features of Epiqa include,
• Comparison of the calculated dose of IMRT

field with the delivered dose.
• Comparison of the calculated RapidArc

dose with the delivered dose.
• Clinac and MLC QA of RapidArc delivery.

• Comparison of the planar dose matrices –
comparison of the TPS results using
different algorithms or calculation options.

Epiqa utilises the GLAaS image to dose
algorithm rather than PDIP algorithms as this
is a truly independent method of verifying the
dose distribution calculated by a treatment
planning system and verification of the
delivery device performance.

The advantage of this approach is that it
makes it possible to not only evaluate the
performance of the delivery system but also of
the calculation algorithm used to calculate
final dose distribution within the patient.

For further information contact:  
Oncology Imaging Systems Ltd 
T: +44 (0)1825 840633, 
F: +44 (0)1825 841496, 
E: sales@oncologyimaging.com 
W: www.oncologyimaging.com  

UK’s first nationally
accessible brain tumour
tissue bank
The UK’s first wholly accessible brain tumour
tissue bank launched in September at the
Southern General Hospital, Glasgow.  The
first of its kind to act as a repository of clinical
information for all scientific, academic and
commercial researchers across the UK.  

The resource is both unique and exciting
because through the bio-repository
framework the material has full consent
attached already along with full clinical
information, including patient outcome and
treatment. The Hospital is also open to
working with any investigator to secure
material they need for their specific projects,
so if the way tissue is collected doesn't suit it
can be modified in a project-specific manner.

The initiative has been made possible by
the charity brainstrust and the fundraising
efforts of supporters, Anita and Colin Smith
who have raised over £60 000 in memory of
their daughter Charlotte, who died from a
brain tumour.

Professor Anthony Chalmers, Chair of
Clinical Oncology at the University of
Glasgow, and the project lead, says, “We
hope this resource will transform research
into brain tumours and serve as a source of
material for researchers in the community
throughout the UK. The heterogeneity (lack
of uniformity) of brain tumours means that
we need to understand the challenges and
possibilities of personalised medicine – this
brain tumour tissue bank is one step on our
way to achieving this.”
To find out more,visit www.brainstrust.org.uk 
or T: +44 (0)1983 292405.

Anthony Chalmers, Professor of Clinical Oncology,
University of Glasgow (left) with the plaque to mark the
opening of the new bank, presented by brainstrust
Director, Helen Bulbeck (second from left).

        




