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Cancer is a constantly
evolving field of
medical science.

Desire to understand the
behaviour of the tumour
and overcome the disease,
the biology of cancer
research has grown at a
tremendous pace. The scien-
tific literature has
progressed to the under-
standing of molecular and
cellular mechanism of the
development and spread of cancer. The modern technology
of genetic profiling has revolutionalised the field and has
advanced to a stage where sequencing of the entire tumour
cell genomes within days has become a practical reality. For
practicing physicians, recent advances have opened new
horizons in cancer management Therefore, the under-
standing of the molecular complexities of malignancy has
become even more essential with the possibility of person-
alised medicine on the horizon. Cell signaling technology
has led to the possibility of multiple key signaling pathways
thought to be responsible for carcinogenesis, identification
of genetic alterations and development of even larger
number of anti-signaling molecular agents.
The book is organised into 16 structured chapters, with

significant change of the contents compared to the previous
edition. The initial chapters successfully lay the foundation of
the current molecular science and establish the background
concepts of the subject in a clear logistic fashion. The princi-
ples of cancer biology are presented in an organised, clear
and detailed manner. Numerous schematic drawings and
clear coloured pictures in every chapter greatly help to under-
stand the complex subject and theoretic logics behind the
novel concepts. To develop additional interests and develop
wider discussions among the readers, “sidebars and supple-
mentary sidebars” have been provided frequently along with
thought questions and suggested additional readings. The list
of abbreviations, glossary and the index provided are clear
and accurate. The DVD-ROM provided with the book includes
the book’s art program, a selection of movies with narration,
audio files of mini-lectures by the author, supplementary side-
bars and a Media guide. Clearly, not only it is an authoritative
text book on the complex biology of cancer, it serves an
invaluable reference document for individuals working in
biomedical laboratories as well as professionals involved in
day to day management of cancer in the clinics.

Dr Sunil Upadhyay, Consultant Oncologist,
Castle Hill Hospital, Hull, UK.
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