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Professor Ahmedzai is Emeritus Professor in 
the Medical School at University of Sheffield, 
with 30 years’ experience of being a consultant 
physician in palliative medicine. His research 
covers - cancer pain and opioid drugs; 
symptom management in advanced diseases; 
holistic needs and quality of life assessment; 
improving supportive care services for cancer 
and chronic disease patients; advocating 
patient and public involvement in cancer 
research. He chairs the UK National Cancer Research Institute’s 
Clinical Studies Group on Supportive and Palliative Care. He also 
chairs the NICE guideline for care of the dying adult and the Royal 
College of Physicians of London’s national audit of end of life 
care. He is NIHR national specialty lead for cancer research outside 
the acute hospital.  He is editor in chief of Current Opinion in 
Supportive and Palliative Care and of the Oxford Textbook series 

on Supportive Care.
The award was presented by Dr Matthew 

Hatton, Consultant and Honorary Reader in 
Oncology, Weston Park Hospital, Sheffield.  Dr 
Hatton says, “It was an honour to present this 
award on behalf of BTOG to Sam Ahmedzai, 
who has been a very active member of BTOG 
over the past 14 years. Over that time I have 
been working with him in Sheffield and seen 
that he has been able to change the thinking 

of a speciality from one offering terminal/palliative care to one 
offering supportive/palliative care with the development of the 
supportive care team for cancer and non-cancer patients alike. 
Through his involvement with BTOG and other national bodies he 
has been able to spread this thinking beyond the boundaries of 
South Yorkshire influencing and improving the care of many, many 
patients with lung cancer”.

Three cancer charity supporters from across 
the UK have won Halifax Giving Extra Awards 
in their local communities. The winners are 
amongst the 66 local winners recognised by 
their local panel, for their services to cancer 
charities:
• Martin Lawrence, from Doncaster
• Bobbie Cass, from Yiewsley, West London
• Tom Hacker, from Wakefield
Now in its third year, the Halifax Giving 
Extra Awards reward people who bring 
communities together and help them thrive. 
Charity fundraisers, sports coaches, community 
volunteers and many more have been 
recognised for the contribution they make. 

Martin Lawrence: nominated by Karen 
Merton for his charity fundraising activities 
over the years, including the creation of 
The Eve Merton Dreams Trust, in memory 
of his mum. Martin has been a charity 
fundraiser for many years, organising football 
tournaments and fundraisers with his work 
colleagues. When his mum, Eve Merton, 
died from Ovarian Cancer in 2011 Martin, 
and his family and friends, created The Eve 
Merton Dreams Trust. The ambition of the charity was to help 
people in Doncaster suffering from terminal cancer to create some 
final positive memories with their loved ones. Further information 
about the charity can be found at www.evestrust.co.uk 

Bobbie Cass: nominated by Bren Fisher, manager of the 
Community Cancer Centre in Yiewsley. Bobbie has been 

volunteering at the Community Cancer Centre 
since it opened 20 years ago, supporting countless 
patients suffering with cancer.
Bobbie said: ““I was surprised but also delighted 
to win a Halifax Giving Extra Award. It was such an 
honour to just be nominated, so I am hugely proud 
to have actually won.”

Tom Hacker: nominated by Katie Hodkin, for 
raising almost £100,000 in the past seven years for 
Macmillan and cancer charities. Since Tom lost his 
mother to cancer in 2001 he has been inspired to 
raise as much money as possible to help support 
other people going through similar experiences 
with the money raised helping to contribute 
to local facilities such as the Macmillan Cancer 
Support and Information Centre at Pinderfields 
Hospital, Wakefield. 

Tom has completed three significant charity 
challenges amongst the many fundraising activities 
undertaken, including: walking from John O’Groats 
to Land’s End in 28 days; cycling the same distance 
in just five days; and completing six marathons 
in six days, running coast to coast. He is currently 
exploring ideas about what his next major 
challenge could be. 

The 66 local Halifax Giving Extra Award winners will each 
receive £300 in Supercheque vouchers. Each one of the 66 local 
winners will then be put forward to be chosen as one of our seven 
regional winners.  Regional winners will be announced by the 
end of February and will each receive £5,000 to make a further 
difference in their community.

BTOG Lifetime Achievement Award 2016 presented at BTOG 
2016 is Professor Sam Ahmedzai

Three cancer charity supporters have won Halifax Giving Extra 
Awards

Left to right:  Sam Ahmedzai and Matthew Hatton.
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