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Are you organising an annual meeting or conference which you would like to tell our readers about? 
Or would you like to write a report on a meeting or conference of particular interest?
If so, contact Patricia McDonnell at Oncology News on T/F: +44 (0)288 289 7023, E: patricia@oncologynews.biz

CONFERENCE NEWS

Under the chairmanship of Josep Tabernero (Vall d’Hebron, 
Barcelona, Spain), the 8th WIN Symposium will present 
an exceptional scientific program under the overarching 

theme “Innovative Approaches to Improve Cancer Patient 
Outcomes”. The central question addressed during the two days 
of the symposium will be: How can the smarter use of innovative 
therapies improve the survival of greater numbers of cancer 
patients? Or in other words: What is hampering the translation 
of the great promise of new targeted and immunological cancer 
therapeutics into significantly improved survival for large groups of 
cancer patients? 

World-class experts in the field of personalized medicine in 
oncology from academia, industry, cancer research and patient 
advocacy organizations will address these questions in four plenary 
sessions:  
• New tools for early diagnosis, selecting therapies and 

monitoring 
• Innovative clinical trials to substantially improve outcome 
• Relevant models and critical preclinical data before moving to 

the clinic 
• Translation of big data into clinical opportunities

The WIN Symposium will be opened by a representative of 
patient advocacy organizations who will present the patient’s 
perspective of improved outcomes in cancer: Francesco de 

Lorenzo, European Cancer Patient Coalition, Belgium. Each of the 
four thematic sessions will feature a renowned keynote lecturer: 
Andrea Califano, Darwin Health, USA; William Sellers, Novartis, 
USA; Leroy Hood, Institute for Systems Biology, USA; and Bruce E. 
Johnson, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, USA, respectively. Speakers 
will not only address recent scientific advances, but will also 
discuss controversies about the best way forward and challenges 
facing them in the various domains of cancer research reviewed 
during the meeting. 

The annual WIN Symposium is the only event of its kind that 
enables all stakeholders in cancer care, from academia and 
industry, to present and discuss their latest advances. It is also the 
forum that enables true debates on challenging and controversial 
subjects facing cancer researchers and innovators in cancer 
therapy.

The WIN Symposium is offered by WIN Consortium (www.
winconsortium.org), a not-for-profit global collaboration of 
leading academic, industry and health plan that develop cutting 
edge concepts to impact survival for cancer patients.  Consortium 
members launch breakthrough global projects and trials designed 
to better address the complexity of the disease.

For further information visit: www.winsymposium.org

Registration for Teenage Cancer Trust’s 9th International 
Conference which is also the 1st Adolescent and Young 
Adult (AYA) Global Cancer Congress is now open. The event 

will be held in the centre of Edinburgh at the iconic Assembly 
Rooms, from 5-7 December, 2016. 

The full programme for this momentous event, which will see 
talks given by a host of expert speakers from across the globe, is 
complete and has been finalised. 

The Congress will build on the success of the previous 
eight Teenage Cancer Trust International Conferences and the 
relationships that have developed through worldwide advances 
in AYA cancer treatment and services. A Global Accord has been 
developed between three charities, Teenage Cancer Trust, Teen 
Cancer America and CanTeen Australia, creating a truly collaborative 
approach. Hosting will rotate between the charities, with the 2017 
conference to be held in the US, and 2018 in Australia.  

Sam Smith, Head of Nursing and Clinical Services, at Teenage 
Cancer Trust and Conference Chair, said: “This conference is 
dedicated to improving care, treatment and sharing best practice 

in this unique field. We encourage healthcare professionals 
from across the world including oncologists, haematologists, 
epidemiologists, research scientists, psychologists, nurses, social 
workers, youth workers and allied health professionals to join us for 
this historic global gathering in adolescent and young adult cancer. 
By working together we feel we can achieve so much more.”

The Global Congress will help to direct the attention of 
international clinical and healthcare communities and will be 
a powerful stimulus for looking for innovative and effective 
solutions in adolescent and young adult cancer care. Bringing the 
international community together will help sustain and develop 
the specialty of adolescent and young adult cancer. It will also 
provide support and expertise to those in the early stages of 
service development and drive quality improvements in practice 
and care of young people with cancer.

For further information visit:  
www.teenagecancertrust.org/conference

WIN 2016 Symposium – Innovative Approaches  
to Improve Cancer Patient Outcomes
Date: 27-28 June, 2016. Venue: Paris, France.

9th International Conference and 1st Global Adolescent  
and Young Adult Cancer Congress
Date: 5-7 December 2016.  Venue: Edinburgh, UK. Preview

Preview
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T his year Myeloma Academy officially 
launches its Myeloma Academy 
Roadshows programme; a series of 

provocative and educational, free evening 
events for doctors and nurses. Borne from a 
pilot event in 2015, the Myeloma Academy 
Roadshows have been developed in 
consultation with doctors and nurses, with 
the aim of assisting healthcare professionals 
support the needs of myeloma patients in a challenging and ever-
changing healthcare environment.

Featuring separate events for doctors and nurses the series 
will take place in three locations across the UK – Edinburgh, 
Birmingham and London. Each session will be led by a facilitator 
and will include an expert panel of international keynote speakers 
and faculty who will address current and future challenges, and 
opportunities in myeloma research, treatment and care.

The series aims to offer a platform for practical discussion with 
colleagues where no topics are off limits. Debate and powerful 
round table discussions will have an entirely UK patient-centred 
focus. Each event will feature a number of different elements 
which are aimed at developing a narrative around a range of 
issues and topics:
The plenary lecture – delivered by a key opinion leader in 
myeloma, these topical lectures will focus on an aspect of 

myeloma treatment and management that 
is considered to be of significant importance 
to healthcare professionals working in a 
myeloma environment.
The debate – an important part of the 
programme, the debate will be delivered 
by two national key opinion leaders 
within myeloma. It will consider an area 
of myeloma management that is currently 

unanswered where there may be varying opinions, controversies 
and/or where practice varies.
Round table discussion – bringing faculty members together to 
discuss topical aspects. Topics vary from research and treatment 
to delivery of care, access to treatment for patients, and regional 
challenges and issues. The audience will be invited to comment 
and question the panel.

The Myeloma Academy Roadshows will also include sessions 
that focus on innovation in research and clinical practice, and 
audience Q&A. 

The programme offers small, intimate events aimed at developing 
and empowering discussion around treatment and care of myeloma 
patients. All events are free and places are limited. 

For further information visit: myeloma-academy.org.uk

Myeloma Academy Roadshows 2016 Preview

Having had the chance to work as a surgical 
SHO in a tertiary referral centre, I’ve had 
the opportunity to share the journey 

our lung cancer patients take. I’ve witnessed the 
anxiety patients suffer whilst planning for surgical 
intervention and the relief they feel post operatively. 
Most of all though, it is their determination to 
overcome adversity that is most inspiring.

This exposure prompted me into looking at thoracic surgery as 
a career. A huge part of this emerging speciality surrounds rapid 
pace being made in the management of thoracic oncology.

Having previously attended other cardiothoracic conferences, 
I’ve always felt a very small part of such meetings, more reserved 
to standing by a research poster.  However, BTOG, with its origins 
from Leicester, was described by my colleagues as being a smaller, 
friendlier meeting. Intrigued, I submitted my abstract and awaited 
the chance to visit Dublin.

Foremost, the BTOG bursary available proved invaluable in 
providing financial support to attend the meeting, allowing my 
study budget to breathe a sigh of relief. 

From first impressions, you realise that the meeting itself is 
actually quite compact. Sure, there’s enough room to hold debates 
and presentations, but allowing everyone to stay and work within 
a single hotel raises a unique opportunity to get to know people 
around you. In effect, it becomes a fantastic venue to network. 

I found everyone exceptionally friendly and approachable, often 
finding myself asking questions from senior oncologists over topics 
presented. Surprisingly, there were a good number of fellow juniors 

amongst the delegates, again providing opportunity to 
share ideas over how best to get the most out of training 
programmes.

The talks themselves were wide ranging; from 
discussing on-going cutting edge clinical trial to aid in 
the management of mesothelioma to utilising specialist 
nurses in providing support to lung cancer patients. 
It most definitely allowed me to broaden my horizons 

and appreciate the wide ranging roles that exist across thoracic 
oncology.

Finally, the evening meal on the Thursday night provides yet 
another opportunity to mingle and chat with delegates, this time 
in a much more informal manner. Personally, the opportunity 
proved to be invaluable in gathering advice ideas for further 
clinical research and how best to tackle the next career hoop 
jump. There’s even an award ceremony to celebrate the best 
projects presented at the meeting. 

All in all, BTOG provides a fantastic opportunity to meet peers 
and seniors across a wide range of roles within the thoracic 
oncology field. The meetings were engaging and delegates 
approachable. I would most highly recommend to my peers. 

Almost 800 attended this multi-disciplinary conference.  BTOG 2016 
provided important opportunities for education, scientific exchange 
and networking and welcomed speakers, chairs and delegates from the 
UK, Ireland, Europe, India, Canada, the USA and Australia.

For further information visit: http://www.btog.org/

14th Annual BTOG Conference 2016  
Date: 27-29 January 2016. Venue: Dublin, Ireland. My Experiences by Amit Paik, Core Surgical Trainee, University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust.




