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AWARDS AND APPOINTMENTS

T t the University of Leicester, 
Professor and consultant at 
Leicester’s Hospitals has been 

honoured for his lifelong work on earlier 
diagnosis and improvement of outcomes 
of lung cancer patients. The award by the 
Irish Cancer Society followed the Charles 
Cully Memorial Lecture. The lecture 
recognises and awards leadership in the 
fields of cancer control, cancer prevention 
and health policy, and provides an 
opportunity to highlight best practice or 
innovation in those areas.

The Irish Cancer Society has 
commissioned research from the National 
Cancer Registry of Ireland to establish 
the proportion of cancers diagnosed via 
emergency presentation across the top 
ten cancers. Preliminary findings of this 
important research were launched at this 
year’s Annual Charles Cully Memorial 
Lecture.
Professor Peake’s lecture, ‘Towards the 
earlier diagnosis and improved outcomes 
of lung cancer patients’ focussed on:
• optimising the early diagnosis of lung 

cancer
• national and international statistics 

around survival and late diagnosis
• the experience and impact of the public 

awareness campaigns
• the scale and problem of emergency 

presentations
• efforts to promote the optimisation of 

the lung cancer care pathway
“It was a great honour to receive The 
Charles Cully medal at the annual 
meeting of the Irish Cancer Society. I 
was speaking about the huge progress 
that we had made in the quality of 
care, earlier diagnosis and outcomes 
for lung cancer patients in the UK over 
the last 15 years or so. A significant 
amount of this came from my work 
leading the establishment of the Thoracic 
Oncology Unit in the University Hospitals 
of Leicester, but I have been extremely 
fortunate to work with a great range 
of clinicians and researchers over the 
years in which I have often only been 

the ‘front man’, so my thanks go out to 
all my colleagues over the years. Ireland 
is looking to implement their recent 
National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026, and 
I hope that the work demonstrated in my 
lecture may have given food for thought 
as to how some of the initiatives outlined 
in that plan might be taken forward.”

Donal Buggy, Head of Services and 
Advocacy at the Irish Cancer Society, said: 
“We are delighted to honour Professor 
Peake with the Charles Cully Medal 2017, 
for all the work he has done championing 
the earlier diagnosis of lung cancer. 
“He has worked tirelessly on this issue 
throughout his career, driving the issue 
of lung cancer up the political agenda. 
Without a doubt lung cancer services 
in the UK would not be where they are 
today without Professor Mick Peake,and 
we are delighted he could come and 
share his expertise and insights with us.”

Professor Peake is the Clinical Lead for 
Early Diagnosis in Public Health England’s 
National Cancer Registration and Analysis 
Service, where he oversees the clinical 
understanding and analysis of UK-wide 
population data on cancer. He has had 
a major interest in lung cancer and 

mesothelioma for many years. He was 
Clinical Lead for the National Lung Cancer 
Audit in the Royal College of Physicians, 
where he was Associate Director of the 
Clinical Effectiveness and Evaluation Unit 
for 20 years. He was National Clinical 
Lead for Lung Cancer and for NHS Cancer 
Improvement until the dissolution of the 
organisation in the NHS reforms. Amongst 
other roles he is a member of the board of 
trustees of the British Thoracic Oncology 
Group, chair of Mesothelioma UK, the 
National Lung Cancer Forum for Nurses 
and also Chairs the Clinical Advisory Group 
of the UK Lung Cancer Coalition.He has 
been involved in the development and 
implementation of national cancer policy 
since the late 1990s and has published 
widely, his major interests being in early 
diagnosis and improving outcomes 
for cancer patients by proper service 
configuration, supported by good clinical 
outcome data.

   

For more information contact 
Professor Mick Peake:  

mick.peake@uhl-tr.nhs.uk or 
mick.peake@phe.gov.uk

Honour for cancer professor at university of Leicester and 
Leicester’s hospitals

Professor Mick Peake recognised for lifelong work in cancer 
research and care

Professor Peake pictured with the Irish Cancer Society’s Head of Services and Advocacy Donal Buggy and CEO John 
McCormack. 
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In recognition of her pioneering work 
in value-based care, Barbara McAneny, 
MD, FASCO, MACP, was honoured 

with the Annual Achievement Award of 
the Association of Community Cancer 
Centres (ACCC). Her ground-breaking 
work in developing the grant-funded 
COME HOME oncology medical home 
initiative reduced costs and improved 
care, helped to inform Medicare’s current 
Oncology Care Model (OCM) pilot, and 
supported physician practices in process 
changes critical to participation in value-
based payment models, including those 
created under the Medicare Access and 
CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA). This 
is a year of honours for Dr McAneny, 
a board-certified medical oncologist/
hematologist from Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, who in June became the first 
oncologist to be voted president-elect of 
the American Medical Association (AMA). 
She will assume the presidency in June 
2018.

The ACCC Annual Achievement Award 
recognises individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions nationally and/
or internationally to cancer care and 
patients. Past honorees include esteemed 
cancer advocates and foundation leaders, 
as well as U.S. presidents and senators, 
such as President Richard M Nixon, 
President George HW Bush, and Senator 
Ted Kennedy. 

Dr McAneny received the Annual 
Achievement Award before approximately 
800 attendees at the ACCC National 
Oncology Conference held October 18-20 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Dr McAneny’s 
acceptance speech conveyed her 
unique perspective as a physician who 
successfully transitioned to a leadership 
role within the nation’s rapidly evolving 
healthcare environment. “It is a great 
honour to receive this ACCC award,”… 
“This is an organisation that brings 
together thousands of specialists from 
all areas of cancer care, from cancer 
centres and hospitals to private practices 
and academic centres. All of us have a 
common cause, which is taking care of 
cancer patients. So, to receive an award 

from an organisation that has so many 
great people to choose from is one of the 
greatest honours of my life!” 

Dr McAneny also emphasised the 
AMA’s a long-standing principle of 
increasing access to healthcare through 
insurance coverage which is she said 
“…especially important for cancer 
patients.” Reflecting on evolving 
practice transformation, she urged 
alignment between practice delivery 
models and newly emerging payment 
models. “A medical home isn’t a 
payment methodology, it’s a practice 
methodology,” she said. We need a 
payment model that works with it.” It 
is needed “because our country can’t 
afford to lose the infrastructure of 
cancer care.” As AMA President-Elect, 
she hopes Congress will work with 
doctors across America to fix our ailing 
healthcare system so that every individual 
with cancer can get the care he or she 
deserves.

About the Association of Community 
Cancer Centres
The Association of Community Cancer 
Centres (ACCC) is the leading advocacy 

and education organisation for the 
multidisciplinary cancer care team. More 
than 23,000 cancer care professionals 
from over 2,500 hospitals and practices 
nationwide are affiliated with ACCC. 
Providing a national forum for addressing 
issues that affect community cancer 
programs, ACCC is recognised as 
the premier provider of resources for 
the entire oncology care team. Our 
members include medical and radiation 
oncologists, surgeons, cancer program 
administrators and medical directors, 
senior hospital executives, practice 
managers, pharmacists, oncology nurses, 
radiation therapists, social workers, and 
cancer program data managers. For 
more information, visit ACCC’s website 
at www.accc-cancer.org. Follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and read our 
blog, ACCCBuzz.

ACCC contact:  
Lori Gardner

Senior Director,  
Communications & Marketing
Tel:+1-301-984-9496 ext. 226

Association of Community Cancer Centres Honoured Medical 
Oncologist and AMA President-Elect Barbara L. McAneny with 
National Award
Achievements in Practice Transformation Take Centre Stage at 34th National Oncology 
Conference, Rockville, Maryland - October 26, 2017

From left to right: ACCC President-Elect Thomas A. Gallo, MS; ACCC Immediate Past President Jennie R. Crews, MD, MMM, 
FACP; Barbara L. McAneny, MD, FASCO, MACP; and ACCC President Mark S. Soberman, MD, MBA, FACS.
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T he Neuro-Oncology team at 
King’s College Hospital is pleased 
to welcome Charlotte Robinson 

into the first funded low-grade glioma 
Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) post in 
the UK, sponsored by The Brain Tumour 
Charity. Charlotte brings four years of 
oncology and surgical experience with her 
which will give her appropriate insight to 
working with this patient group. 

Charlotte attended the Teenage and 
Young Adult one-stop clinic at Guy’s 
Hospital in October, 2017, whose 
largest cohort of patients is from neuro-
oncology; she is really excited about 
getting involved with this group of 
particularly vulnerable patients. She hopes 
to develop a service where a holistic 
support network is established which 
caters for all of patient’s holistic needs. 
Charlotte said: “I want to do all I can to 
be there for patients with low grade brain 
tumours – whether that is with advice 
on symptom management or emotional 
support and someone to talk to. I’m 
really excited about what potential this 
role has for patients and hope to make 
their experience as straightforward as 
possible.”

Her appointment marks a landmark 
development in The Charity’s drive to 
improve the quality of life care for all 
those affected by this devastating disease 
and its own research has shown the 
benefits of having such a one point of 
contact throughout their treatment and 
aftercare.In The Charity’s report Finding 
Myself in your Hands: The Reality of Brain 
Treatment and Care (2016) only 53% 
of people diagnosed with a low grade 
tumour said that they had access to this 
single point of contact. This compared 
to 76% of those diagnosed with a high 
grade brain tumour. 

When people do have access to a 
clinical nurse specialist, 74% say they 

are satisfied with the care they provide. 
However, those without a CNS or other 
single point of contact were:
• 1.5 times more likely to report a high 

symptom burden (43.6% compared 
with 29.1%)

• 1.6 times more likely to say that their 
brain tumour had severely affected 
their emotional or mental health 
(30.7% compared with 19.6%) 

• 2.7 times more likely to disagree they 
had good access to information on 
managing symptoms (46.1% compared 
with 17.1%)

• 4.7 times more likely to disagree that 
that the healthcare professionals they 
dealt with understood brain tumours 
(44% compared with 9.4%)

Prof Keyoumars Ashkan, Department of 
Neurosurgery, Kings College Hospital said: 
“Our partnership with The Brain Tumour 
Charity to appoint Charlotte as UK’s 
first charity funded Low Grade Glioma 
Clinical Nurse Specialist underpins our 
joint commitment to improve the care 

of this group of patients. The unmet 
need to address the holistic care of these 
patients is an area of high priority and 
this appointment will go a long way 
to progress our neuro-oncology service 
in general and the Low Grade Glioma 
service in particular in the quest to meet 
these challenges.” 

“This unique development is a witness 
to the shared ethos and vision of The 
Brain Tumour Charity and the King’s 
Health Partners to provide world class 
care for our patients.” 

Emma Tingley, Director of Services and 
Influencing, said: “We are committed to 
having the biggest possible impact for 
everyone affected by a brain tumour in 
the UK and are delighted to be funding 
our first Clinical Nurse Specialist in 
partnership with Kings College Hospital. 
For those diagnosed with a low grade 
tumour who live with the sustained and 
significant consequences and impact of 
this, they often miss out even on the 
essential services because they have not 
been given a cancer diagnosis. This first 
Clinical Nurse Specialist post will focus 
on providing a dedicated service to 
those diagnosed with a low grade brain 
tumour. Having a single point of contact 
from diagnosis is essential in reducing 
the burden of symptoms, including the 
emotional and mental health difficulties 
that often result from the diagnosis.”

For further information and  
media enquiries 

please contact: Piers Townley,  
PR and Media Officer, 

The Brain Tumour Charity. 
DD: 01252 749991.  

Mob: 07990 828385,  
piers.townley@

thebraintumourcharity.org

Kings College Hospital – New Appointment

The first clinical nurse specialist is to focus on quality of life for 
brain tumour patients

Her appointment marks a landmark development in The Charity’s drive to improve the 
quality of life care for all those affected by this devastating disease


