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NEWS UPDATE

Varian Medical Systems starts equipment installation at new Proton Therapy 
Centre in Netherlands 

Varian Medical Systems have delivered the 
cyclotron for the new multi-room HollandPTC 
in Delft, which will be equipped with the 
Varian ProBeam® proton therapy system. 
The cyclotron, a particle accelerator which 
accelerates protons to two thirds of the 
speed of light for clinical use, is a core 
piece of equipment of the ProBeam® system. 
The delivery marks the start of equipment 
installation, a key milestone for each new 
proton therapy centre. 

HollandPTC is part of Medical Delta, the 
medical-technological collaboration of the 
universities and university medical centres 
of Leiden, Delft and Rotterdam. Due for 
completion in 2017, the center will feature 

two proton therapy treatment rooms with 
full rotational gantries, one for fi xed-beam 
eye treatments, as well as a dedicated 

research room. 
“Delivery of the cyclotron is the next 

major milestone in bringing this advanced 
cancer-fi ghting technology to patients in the 
Netherlands,” said Dr Moataz Karmalawy, 
general manager of Varian’s Particle Therapy 
division. “As well as offering pencil-beam 
scanning, the most advanced form of proton 
therapy, HollandPTC will be a key research site 
feeding into a national program to study and 
improve the effi cacy of protons.”

For further information contact: Neil Madle, 
Varian Medical Systems T: +44 7786 526068 
E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals Announces Abstract 
Available Online of Trials in Progress; Abstract for 
Poster Presentation at ASCO Annual Meeting 

Presentation took place June 4, 2016, 
ASCO Meeting Runs June 3-7, 2016, Chicago, Illinois 

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals, Inc have announced the availability online of an abstract titled 
“Intralesional rose bengal for treatment of melanoma” which was presented as a poster at 
the annual meeting of the American Society of Clinical Oncology (“ASCO”) in Chicago June 
3-7, 2016. 
To see this abstract, visit: http://abstracts.asco.org/176/AbstView_176_171580.html. 
The poster for the abstract, ID: TPS9600, was presented 
on June 4, 2016, running from 1:00-4:30.

For further information visit: www.pvct.com

NICE has published its latest quality standard, 
recommending the use of Genomic Health’s 
Oncotype DX test in eligible patients with 
early-stage breast cancer.

The new standard states that people with 
ER-positive, HER2-negative and lymph node-
negative early breast cancer who are at 
intermediate risk of distant recurrence should 
be offered gene expression profi ling with 
Oncotype DX. 

The test provides information about the 
genetic makeup of a tumour and predicts 
whether a patient is likely to benefi t from 
chemotherapy. This can help avoid unnecessary 
chemotherapy and the associated harmful 
side-effects and costs. 

The NICE quality standard has been updated 
to refl ect changes in the national priorities 
for improvements in breast cancer care 
since the original standard’s publication in 
2011. Genomic expression profi ling is one 
of six statements that require attention of 
commissioners, health care professionals and 
service providers to help drive more widespread 
and consistent adoption in order to improve 
the quality of care.

To read the full NICE press release visit https://
www.nice.org.uk/news/press-and-media/
updated-nice-quality-standard-identifi es-areas-
for-breast-cancer-improvement

For further information about Oncotype DX 
call Genomic Health on 020 3031 8087.

Updated NICE quality 
standard recommends 
Oncotype DX® in early-
stage breast cancer

                       ePrescribing for Paediatric Oncology

CIS Oncology today announces a surge of 
activity in the deployments of its Paediatric 
ChemoCare solution. ChemoCare, already 
known as the system of choice for adult 
chemotherapy ePrescribing in 130+ UK 
hospitals, has recently been selected by 
three Paediatric Cancer Specialist Treatment 
Centres (PTC) to rollout network and single 
hospital solutions of ChemoCare.

Birmingham Children’s Hospital has 
extended the functionality of its current 
Paediatric ChemoCare implementation 
to enable the Paediatric Oncology Shared 
Care Units (POSCUs) in the West Midlands 
Children’s Cancer Network to prescribe 
chemotherapy using the same database 
so there is a single paediatric oncology 
prescription record for children receiving 
treatment in more than one hospital in the 
same network.  Oxford Children’s Hospital 
(part of Oxford University Hospitals NHS 

Foundation Trust) and Noah’s Ark Children’s 
Hospital for Wales (part of Cardiff & Vale 
University Health Board) have also opted 
for the ChemoCare solution to support its 
Oncology services for children and young 
people.

CIS Oncology’s Paediatric ChemoCare is 
successfully used to prescribe chemotherapy in 
70% of Paediatric Cancer Specialist Treatment 
Centres (PTC) across the UK. It is one of the 
few products capable of supporting this 
complex fi eld of medicine, supporting users 
as they prescribe and administer the complex 
protocols used within Paediatric Oncology.  

Follow us on @CISoncology to keep up to 
speed with all our latest developments or 
visit www.cis-healthcare.com
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Varian extending advanced cancer care in Turkey

Presentation slides now available from the Melanoma  
Immunotherapy Regional Meeting in Dubrovnik, Croatia

Cancer patients in Turkey will gain access 
to advanced radiotherapy treatments 
with news that Varian Medical Systems 
has been selected to supply multiple 
treatment machines to public and private 
hospitals in the country. To date this 
year, Varian has booked orders for more 
than 20 medical linear accelerators from 
Turkish hospitals. The new systems will 
be delivered over the next 18 months. 

In March, Varian was selected to equip 
hospitals in the cities of Mersin and 
Ankara with multiple modern Varian 
linear accelerators, including two 
TrueBeam™ systems and the country’s 
first VitalBeam device. These machines 
are for sites that are the first radiotherapy 
schemes within the Integrated Healthcare 
Campus Project tendered by the Turkish 
ministry of health under a PPP (Public 
Private Partnership) program and will 
be supplied to the main contractor, DIA 
Holding.

“We have selected Varian radiotherapy 
systems for our Mersin and Ankara 

Bilkent integrated health campus projects 
because of their operational capability, 
clinical excellence and versatility,” said 
Murad Bayar, of DIA Holding. “Due to 
the complexity and size of these campus 
projects, which are among healthcare 
PPP initiatives in Turkey, we wanted to 
work with the best.”    

For further information contact:  
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,  
T: +44 7786 526068  
E: neil.madle@varian.com  
W: www.varian.com

Dr Sanjiv Agarwala (Professor of Medicine, 
Temple University; Chief of Oncology and 
Hematology, St Luke’s Cancer Center 
in Bethlehem, PA) has presented at the 
Melanoma Immunotherapy Regional Meeting 
in Dubrovnik, Croatia. In the presentation, 
titled “The Changing Paradigm in Immuno-
oncology: The Past vs. the Future in the 
Treatment of Melanoma”, Dr Agarwala gave 
a thorough overview of recent advances in 

the treatment of melanoma and discussed 
promising clinical trials. 

Slides from Dr Agarwala’s presentation are 
now available from the Provectus website at  

http://www.pvct.com/presentation/Dubrovnik-
Melanoma-2016-05.pdf

For further information visit:  
www.pvct.com

Myriad Genetics strengthen UK team  
– David Spackman, new General Manager 

David Spackman has taken over as 
General Manager, Myriad Genetics, UK 
and Ireland. The UK team will focus 
upon the private sector to offer more 
treatment options for women diagnosed 
with certain types of breast cancer, whilst 
also offering considerable savings to 
insurers in safely avoiding unnecessary 
invasive treatments. Myriad will later look 
to expand into the public sector. 

“The UK presents an exciting 
opportunity for Myriad Genetics’ 
range of hereditary cancer and other 
disease state genetic panels. There is 
growing awareness of the benefits of 
understanding genetic predispositions to 
certain types of cancers. Such information 
can be used to make informed decisions 
concerning risk reducing surgery to avoid 

cancer and in making treatment decisions 
for those diagnosed with cancer,”” said 
Spackman.

Spackman has considerable experience 
in the National Institute of Health Research 
and the Area Health Science Networks 
and Diagnostic Evidence Consortia to 
generate clinical and health economic 
evidence to support submissions to NICE.

Until recently Spackman was General 
Manager and Commercial Country 
Lead (UK, IRL and NL) of Thermo Fisher 
Diagnostics, Clinical Diagnostics Division.

Powerful imaging technology 
aids research to transform 
clinical pathways

The Transforming Outcomes and Health Economics 
Through Imaging (TOHETI) programme is looking to 
change the way medical imaging works by undertaking 
a range of pioneering research. The research aims to 
streamline diagnostic pathways in order to enhance 
patient care whilst contributing to a more cost-effective 
health service. A recently installed SOMATOM® Force 
CT system will aid the research, in addition to two 
further CT and two 3T-MRI scanners from Siemens 
Healthineers which are set to go live later this year 
across Guy’s and St Thomas’. The £13.3m TOHETI 
programme has been funded by Guy’s and St Thomas‘ 
Charity and Guy’s and St Thomas‘ NHS Foundation 
Trust.

Nyree Griffin, Consultant Gastrointestinal Radiologist, 
Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust, explains, 
“Through this TOHETI programme we are carrying out 
a 1-year study, where CT colonography will be offered 
as a first line, non-invasive alternative investigation for 
patients who are at low to medium risk of colorectal 
cancer. A health economic analysis will be performed, 
comparing the outcomes of this new CT colonography 
pathway with the traditional optical colonoscopy 
pathway. It is hoped that the results of this study will 
facilitate discussions on a revised colon cancer pathway 
in our Trust, which should be more cost effective, result 
in reduced waiting times in endoscopy, increased access 
to CT colonography, and improved patient experience”

Further information is available on the Internet at 
http://www.healthcare.siemens.com/

The TOHETI programme is undertaking innovative research in order to 
discover how imaging technology can be used more proactively and 
effectively.
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Fenwick charity auction success for Brain Tumour 
Research

Fenwick of Bond Street 
has partnered with charity 
Brain Tumour Research to 
celebrate the iconic store’s 
125th anniversary this 
year. In collaboration with 
some of the UK’s most 
established hat designers, 
they hosted a millinery 
exhibition and online 
auction, with all proceeds 
going to Brain Tumour 
Research. The auction of 
13 bespoke hats, one for 
each decade that the store 
has been trading, plus an 
Ascot Royal Enclosure 
Experience came to a 
close in a fl urry of bidding 
on 2nd June.

The charity, known for its annual ‘Wear 
A Hat Day ‘campaign each March, was 
also supported by Fenwick of Bond Street 
customers donating a discretionary £1 on 
every transaction in the store and in two 
in-store restaurants during the exhibition. 
Fenwick also incorporated text codes for 

charity donations in their 
anniversary window 
displays. 

Philip Treacy OBE, a 
patron of Brain Tumour 
Research, provided the hat 
representing the present 
decade, while Stephen 
Jones OBE, created a piece 
to refl ect the 1940s. Both 
milliners have previously 
designed exclusive brooches 
to support ‘Wear A Hat 
Day’, as have fellow couture 
milliners featured in the 
exhibition, Rachel Trevor-
Morgan and Vivien Sheriff.

Philip Treacy said:“I am 
delighted to have created a 
bespoke piece for Fenwick 

and I wish them a happy 125th birthday. To 
know it will be auctioned to raise money for 
Brain Tumour Research is a wonderful bonus, 
as they are a charity close to my heart.”

For further information visit: 
www.braintumourresearch.org

Varian selected to provide planning software for new UK 
Proton Therapy Centre
Varian Medical Systems has been selected by 
The Christie NHS Foundation Trust to provide 
Eclipse treatment planning software for the 
proton center currently under construction 
at the Manchester hospital. Varian is already 
supplying treatment equipment for the two 
UK national proton centers being constructed 
at The Christie and at University College 
Hospital in London.      

“We selected Varian as the proton treatment 
planning software provider because of the 
technical excellence and strong connectivity of 
its systems, together with the fact that Varian 
is a well-established and reliable supplier of 
cancer treatment equipment and software,” 
said Matthew Clarke, The Christie’s lead 
physicist for proton treatment planning. “The 
ability of the Eclipse system to enable robust 
optimisation of treatment plans as well as 
truly adaptive planning based on images 
taken during the treatment were instrumental 
in our decision.”

Steve Laws, Varian’s VP of software sales 
in EMEIA, said, “Varian is proud to have 

been selected to provide advanced treatment 
planning software for this major new 
facility. This decision recognises our long-
term commitment to the proton therapy 
market and our ability to offer a level of 
compatibility and technical excellence that no 
other oncology software provider can match.” 

For further information contact: Neil Madle, 
Varian Medical Systems T: +44 7786 526068 
E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com

IANO President's 
Prize 2016 

In 2016 the IANO will be 
awarding it's 4th President's 
Prize to one successful 
applicant following submission 
of a research project. This 
year's prize will be presented 
at the IANO session during the 
European Oncology Nurses 
Society Conference on the 17th 
& 18th October 2016 at the 
Aviva Stadium, Dublin. The 
prize will be a clinical placement 
in Memorial Sloan Ketttering 
Cancer Centre (MSKCC) in 
New York, USA for one week 
which will be funded by an 
educational grant from Bayer.

Memorial Sloan Kettering is 
the world's oldest and largest 
private cancer centre which 
has devoted more than a 
century to patient care as well 
as innovative research, making 
signifi cant contributions to new 
and better therapies for the 
treatment of cancer. This award 
will be an excellent opportunity 
for the successful candidate 
to work alongside a multi-
disciplinary oncology team 
within their chosen speciality 
area, in a world renowned 
centre of excellence.

Abstract submission 
deadline: Friday 16th 

Sept 2016

Supported by 
an unrestricted 

Educational Grant from 
Bayer

The judging panel will 
be independent of 

Bayer


