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Are you organising an annual meeting or conference which you would like to tell our readers about? 
Or would you like to write a report on a meeting or conference of particular interest?
If so, contact Patricia McDonnell at Oncology News on T/F: +44 (0)288 289 7023, E: patricia@oncologynews.biz

CONFERENCE NEWS

T he British Neuro Oncology Society 
(BNOS) conference opened with 
the Education Day simulating 

the clinical challenges faced by Multi 
Disciplinary Teams (MDTs) in the young, 
adults, and elderly. After that there were 
all the usual plenary sessions, “Meet the 
Experts”, proffered papers, posters and 
exhibitions by sponsors, plus a debate and 
role play. 

We were delighted to welcome as 
invited speakers Mr Henry Marsh (St 
George’s, London), Prof Jonathan Finlay 
(Columbus, Ohio), Prof Michael Weller 
(Zurich, EANO President), Dr Simona 
Parrinello (Imperial College, London), Dr 
Mathilde Chevignard (Hôpitaux de Saint 
Maurice, France), Dr Katherine Warren 
(National Cancer Institute, USA), Dr Helen 
Bulbeck (Brainstrust, UK), Glenis Wilmot 
(MEP, East Midlands) and Dr Ralf Herold 
(European Medicines Agency). 

In addition to the invited speakers, there 
were several opportunities for those who 
had submitted abstracts (121 in total) 
to take part, with the added incentive of 
prizes for junior researchers.
• 13 abstracts were selected for rapid-

fi re 4-minute presentations on the 
Wednesday evening, giving mainly 
young researchers a chance to highlight 
their research. A prize was awarded to 
Miss Rebecca Lewis (Next Generation 
Sequencing informing diagnosis and 
prognosis).

• 28 abstracts were selected for 
10-minute presentations across the 
themed sessions on Thursday and 
Friday. Prizes were awarded to Dr 
Matthew Baker (Stratifi ed serum 
spectroscopic diagnostics) and Dr 
Ruhman Raham (Metabolomic and 
Phospho-proteomic heterogeneity).

• A further 8 rapid-fi re 4-minute 
presentations were selected from the 
poster competition at lunchtime on 
Thursday for presentation later that 
afternoon. Miss Kate Hollinshead (IDH1 
mutations and hypoxia) and Miss Durga 
Sabnis (Circumventing MGMT with new 
temozolomide analogues) gave winning 
presentations.

We mustn’t forget, of course, another 
vital ingredient: plenty of opportunity 
for networking at the social functions 
(a reception at an Elizabethan mansion 
surrounded by a deer park – complete 
with lessons in how to shoot a long bow, 
an opera singer, and the conference dinner 
at which we were entertained by a band 
called “The Spinal Chords”). It is diffi cult to 
summarise all the topics covered but major 
discussion points were:
• How to reduce morbidity in child 

patients. A scoring system for 
identifying medulloblastoma patients 
at greatest risk of cerebellar mutism 
syndrome and possible altered 
surgical practice. Impact of using a 
centralised review panel on resection in 
ependymoma.

• How to provide optimum treatment in 
the elderly; the need for new national 
standards.

• How to encourage data submission to 
the English National Cancer Registration 
Service over and above what is 
mandatory.

• Reinstatement of non-human primate 
studies prior to Phase I trials in order 
to conduct pharmacological studies, 
particularly in Diffuse Pontine Glioma.  

• A review of ongoing trials, focussing 
on bevacizumab in relapsed GBM and 

rindopepimut, ICT-107 and Novocure’s 
TTF-100A.

• The details of the Clinical Trial 
Regulation, which will replace the 
European Clinical Trials Directive in 
2016.

• The top 10 clinical research priorities 
identifi ed by the James Lind Alliance.

• Some of the latest techniques being 
developed to better characterise the 
biology of tumours.

• Exciting data arising from preclinical 
models investigating invasion/metastasis 
and new therapeutics approaches

• Rehabilitation and the impressive long 
term in- and out-patient rehabilitation, 
education and treatment facilities 
available in Paris.

• Communicating treatment options and 
implications to patients. 

The panel in the Debate answered 
questions posed by the audience on the 
topic: “Are brain tumour services in the UK 
comparable to the rest of Europe?” The 
UK was thought superior in use of MDTs, 
availability of specialist nurses, a well-
developed charity sector and its impact 
on decision-makers, and the existence of 
mandatory data collection. However, the 
UK was thought to be lagging behind in 
terms of diagnostic procedures, surgical 
technologies, post-operative MRIs, and 
patient recruitment into clinical trials. 
BNOS 2016 will be held from 29 June to 1 
July in Leeds, UK.

Maryanne Roach on behalf of the 
BNOS Council and BNOS 2015 organising 

committee, July 2015.

BNOS Annual Conference “Neuro-Oncology across the Ages”
Date: 1-3 July 2015. Venue: Nottingham, UK.

The Debate Panel

ONSO15 new.indd   118 30/08/2015   16:13



120 Volume 10 Issue 4 • September/October 2015

CONFERENCE NEWS

T eenagers and Young Adults with Cancer (TYAC) is a multi-
disciplinary membership organisation that brings together 
professionals involved in the care of young people with 

cancer. The fundamental aim of TYAC is to help professionals 
work together through the sharing of good practice, learning and 
networking.   

TYAC will hold its first two-day conference Genes, genetics 
and TYA cancer: from the science to the MDT on 28 and 29 
September 2015 at College Court Conference Centre in Leicester. 
Cancer genetics is currently a hot subject and a carefully tailored 
programme has been designed to meet the needs of the whole 
multi-disciplinary team, with the option of attending on either one 
or both days.

The event aims to provide an introduction to genetics and 
its application to cancer, explore the medical and psychological 
impact of inherited and non-inherited cancers on young 
people and their families and enable professionals to apply this 
knowledge to clinical practice with TYAs. Delegates will hear 
from world class speakers and young people as they share their 

knowledge and experiences and have the opportunity to join 
a lively discussion around whether genetic testing is right for 
everyone.

TYAC is also thrilled to have secured Toby Peach to speak at the 
conference dinner on Monday evening.  Toby, a TYA cancer survivor, 
is a theatre maker and BBC Performing Arts Fellow in Community 
Theatre at The Old Vic. Toby will attend the TYAC conference fresh 
from the Edinburgh Fringe where he received rave reviews for ‘The 
Eulogy of Toby Peach’ – a play that follows Toby’s journey with 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, from diagnosis aged 19 years. 

TYAC conferences are open to all professionals involved in the 
care and support of teenagers and young adults with cancer and 
are seen as an important forum for sharing knowledge and for 
networking with professionals from across the UK.

  

Find out more and register at:  
www.tyac.org.uk/conference 

TYAC conference: Genes, genetics and  
TYA cancer...from the science to the MDT
Date: 28-29 September 2015. Venue: Leicester, UK. Preview

In November 1985; the British Lymphology 
Interest Group (BLIG) was formed in 
Oxford by professionals in the field – who 

identified that this area of medicine was being 
neglected. Their aims were to:
• Promote interest and co-ordinate a 

strategy for improving the management 
of lymphatic conditions, particularly 
lymphostatic disorders – lymphoedema.

• Alert the medical profession to the extent of 
the problem and patient requirements.

• Develop a register of centres providing 
treatment.

• Encourage research programmes which improve investigative 
techniques and treatment schedules.

One year later, BLIG held its first annual conference and AGM, 
in Oxford.  It was organised by Professor Peter Mortimer (BLS 
patron) and Dr TJ Ryan. The British Lymphology Society (BLS) has 
continued to grow and is now celebrating its 30th anniversary! 
The current BLS constitution has built upon the initial aims:
1. To advance education and knowledge in the field of 

lymphology and related subjects. 
2. To foster interest in and co-ordinate a strategy for 

improving the management of chronic oedema, particularly 
lymphoedema.

3. To produce and maintain a register of specialist centres in the 
United Kingdom and Ireland.

4. To benefit patients by improving the knowledge, expertise and 
skills of health care professionals treating them.

Our strap line encompasses our objectives – “Actively promoting 

professional standards”.
Our annual educational and fundraising 

conference has grown year on year to include 
internationally renowned speakers – topics 
including surgical advances and the use of 
technology to improve lymphatic conditions.  
We now have 500 members and 30 corporate 
exhibitors – some of whom have remained 
loyal to the society for many years.  We now 
include three charitable stands at a substantially 
discounted rate; as well as honouring our 
long-standing arrangements with colleagues in 
the National Lymphoedema Partnership, a BLS 

initiative.
The educational conference now attracts at least 10 continuing 

professional development points awarded by the Royal College of 
Physicians. This formal application is entirely based on programme 
content. We now offer awards and prizes to incentivise new 
research by our members.

2015 is our 30th anniversary year and we have been jointly 
campaigning with the Lymphoedema Support Network for a 
national strategy for lymphoedema in England. In March; during 
Lymphoedema Awareness Week; BLS members appeared on BBC 
Midlands Today to promote the campaign and the work of the 
British Lymphology Society.

Jane Durston, BLS Operations Manager

For further information visit: www.thebls.com

30th Anniversary British Lymphology Society Conference 2015 
Date: 4-6 October 2015. Venue: Birmingham, UK. Preview
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