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• Grant established by Merck recognizes 
pioneering research in personalized treatment of 
solid tumors

• Winners selected by internationally renowned 
oncologists from 405 applications representing 
49 countries 

Merck recently announced the recipients of the 
2016 Grant for Oncology Innovation (GOI), who will 
share a €1 million grant to progress their respective 
research initiatives. The winners were formally 
awarded at a presentation coinciding with the 
2016 annual European Society of Medical Oncology 
(ESMO) Congress in Copenhagen, Denmark.

The three winning proposals, which focus 
on breast cancer, colorectal cancer and lung 
cancer, were selected from a total of 405 
applications representing 49 countries, following 
a comprehensive review by an expert scientific 
steering committee made up of internationally 
renowned oncologists.
The 2016 GOI winners are:
• Alberto Bardelli, University of Torino, Italy, for his proposal: 

‘Heterogeneity and clonal evolution as a therapeutic 
opportunity for colorectal cancers’

• Enriqueta Felip, Vall d’Hebron Institute of Oncology, Spain, for 
her proposal: ‘New technologies for new treatments: liquid 
biopsy meets immunotherapy’

• Dr Dongxu Liu, Auckland University of Technology, New 
Zealand for his proposal: ‘How does SHON* expression in 
tumors determine the efficacy of endocrine therapy in breast 
cancer?’

“The Grant for Oncology Innovation is an example of Merck’s 
commitment to scientific innovation in oncology. We are proud to 
support pioneering work that pushes the boundaries of creativity 
and science in order to deliver transformative innovation with a 
potential to improve the lives of cancer patients in the near-term 
future,” said Dr Steven Hildemann, Global Chief Medical Officer 

and Head of Global Medical and Safety at Merck ś Biopharma 
business. “We are honoured to recognize these talented and 
inspiring researchers and to play a role in enabling these innovative 
projects to become a reality.”

These awards mark the third successful year for GOI. Every year, 
Merck offers grants totaling €1 million through the GOI program.  
More information about the GOI can be found online at:  
www.grantforoncologyinnovation.org 

Merck is committed to rewarding innovation and new thinking 
that could further advance the field of medicine. To learn more 
about the variety of innovation grants that Merck offers, visit:  

www.merckgroup.com/en/innovation/grants_awards_initiatives/
innovation_grants_awards_initiatives.html

*Secreted hominoid-specific oncogene (SHON), an estrogen-regulated gene.

Merck Announces Recipients of Third Annual 

€1 Million GOI Award

AWARDS AND APPOINTMENTS

Dr Dongxu Liu, Auckland University of Technology, 
New Zealand, Enriqueta Felip, Vall d’Hebron Institute of 
Oncology, Spain and Alberto Bardelli, University of Torino, 
Italy.
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Professor Denys Wheatley is Editor, and is Director of BioMedES. He has strong 
research ties in Albany, Davis, Auckland, Valencia, Detroit, Budapest, St Petersburg, 
Heidelberg, Zürich and Hong Kong. He is eager to establish strong interaction with 
cancer and cell biology teams worldwide, and initiate programmes in the areas in 
which his expertise lies. His work in cancer research, other scientific fields, with IFCB, 
and in publishing and scientific communication has led to his receiving awards in 
recent years.

Dr Richard J Ablin (Associate Editor), is Professor, Pathology, University of Arizona 
College of Medicine and a Member of the Arizona Cancer Center, Tucson, Arizona. He 
received the First Award for scientific excellence from The Haakon Ragde Foundation 
for Advanced Cancer Studies. Dr Ablin discovered prostate-specific antigen (PSA) in 
1970. A pioneer of cryosurgery and cryoimmunotherapy, he has extensive experience 
in cancer research. 

Mr Richard Novell is Assistant Co-Editor – Gastrointestinal Section, and is a 
Consultant Colorectal Surgeon at the Royal Free Hospital. He was a member of the Court 
of Examiners of the Royal College of Surgeons for eight years and has been an advisor to 
NICE, NCEPOD and CORESS, the Confidential Reporting System in Surgery.  

Dr Miriam Dwek is Assistant Co-Editor – Breast Cancer, she is a Senior Lecturer 
in Biochemistry at the Department of Molecular and Applied Biosciences, School of Life 
Sciences, University of Westminster in London.

Farrokh Pakzad is Assistant Editor – Skin Cancer, and is currently Consultant 
Oncoplastic Breast and Melanoma Surgeon at Royal Surrey County Hospital. His main 
areas of specialist interest are in the management of breast disease, oncoplastic and 
reconstructive breast surgery and the management of skin cancers, in particular, melanoma. 
Farrokh completed his higher surgical training in London, during which he was selected 
onto the highly competitive National Oncoplastic Fellowship program. 

Dr Constantino Carlos Reyes-Aldasoro is Assistant Editor – Image Analysis. He 
is a Lecturer in Biomedical Image Analysis at the School of Engineering and Mathematical 
Sciences, City University London. He has developed a unique portfolio of interdisciplinary 
skills that span from the acquisition of microscopical images to the analysis of biomedical 
datasets such as magnetic resonance, computed tomography and microscopy to 
advanced computer programming and website development.

Mriganka De is Assistant Editor – Head & Neck Oncology. Mr De is a Consultant 
ENT/Head and Neck surgeon at Royal Derby Hospital, Derby. His interest is head and 
neck cancer with particular focus on management of early laryngeal cancers.

International Liaison Committee

Mikhail Yu Reutovich, Abdominal Oncology Department, NN Alexandrov National 
Cancer Center of Belarus, Minsk, Belarus.

Alan Cooper is Assistant Co-Editor – Urology, and is Lead Scientist with the urology 
research group in Southampton University Hospitals and senior lecturer (albeit with 
virtually no lecturing burden) in the Department of Biomedical Sciences at Portsmouth 
University.

Meet the Editorial Team

Prof Mohammed RS Keshtgar BSc, FRCSI, FRCS (Gen), PhD is Assistant Co-Editor 
– Breast Cancer, and is a Professor of Cancer Surgery and Surgical Oncology, Royal Free 
London Foundation Trust. His main area of interest is minimally invasive approaches in 
diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer.  His research interest is in sentinel node biopsy, 
intra-operative radiotherapy, quantum dot nanotechnology in breast cancer. 

Professor Geoffrey J Pilkington is Assistant Editor Neuro-Oncology, is a 
Professor of Cellular and Molecular Neuro-oncology at the Institute of Biomedical and 
Biomolecular Sciences, Portsmouth. His research focuses on the development of models 
for the study of intrinsic brain tumours, elucidation of their metabolism and mechanisms 
underlying diffuse local invasive behaviour.

Colorectal clinical nurse specialists Tracy Naughton, 
Candy Coombe and Clare Ferris have won national 
awards for their work with bowel cancer patients.

Tracy works for the Lewisham Hospital NHS Trust 
and Candy and Clare, who won a joint award, work at 
the Royal Cornwall NHS Foundation Trust in Truro. 

The Gary Logue Colorectal Nurse Awards were 
established by the charity Beating Bowel Cancer in 
memory of one of its specialists nurse advisors, who 
sadly died in 2014. 

The nurses were presented with their awards by 
Gary Logue’s partner, Cristian Leon, at the National 
Colorectal Cancer Nurse Network Conference on 12th 
September. Their award included a £500 bursary 
towards their professional development.

Chief Executive of Beating Bowel Cancer, Mark 
Flannagan, said: “We’re delighted to present Clare, 
Candy and Tracy with their awards. Their dedication to 
their work and their willingness to go the extra mile 
for their patients is inspiring. We wanted to say thank 
you to them for all the fantastic work they do to 
make lives better for bowel cancer patients and their 
families.”

For more information, please contact the Beating 
Bowel Cancer press office on 020 8614 3855 or 

mobile:  
07553 121454. Or you can email  

jo.walker@beatingbowelcancer.org

Nurses win national 
award after being 
nominated by patients 
and voted for by peers

From left: Cristian Leon, Candy Coombe 
and Clare Ferris, Tracy Naughton, Sir 
Christopher Pitchers, chair of the Board of 
Trustees at Beating Bowel Cancer.


