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News update
Latest developments on products and services from the industry. To have your news included contact Patricia McDonnell on
patricia@oncologynews.biz or T/F:+44 (0)288 289 7023.

CME Medical is the UK’s fastest
growing specialist infusion company,
offering effective pain management via
a range of bag and syringe based infu-
sion devices, suitable for both adult
and paediatric use. Most recently, the
company launched its new range of
ColourVisionTM Infusion Pumps, dedi-
cated to Epidural and Patient Contolled
Analgesia. These pumps come with a
full colour digital descriptive display
offering clarity and detailed infusion
data.

CME Medical has upgraded its
online training for users of its infusion
pump technology. The CME Medical ‘e-
learning’ programme is accessed via a
customer log-in training portal on the
CME Medical website. It is the gateway
to infusion device training, information
guides and operation manuals; clinical
applications and drug delivery informa-
tion; plus CME Medical’s training stan-
dards and provisions. The online
programme dramatically reduces the
time clinical staff spend away from
their patients and has been designed to
mimic ‘face-to-face’, classroom-based
tuition. It also complies with national
standards for medical device training. 
Find out more at www.cmemedical.com

Irish Oncologist creates iPhone App which is one of
the first to be classified as a medical device
ONCOassist, a new application developed specifi-
cally for oncology professionals has launched on
the AppStore. “I saw a pressing need for a high
technology app that offered me all the tools I
needed as I did my rounds.”, says Dr Richard
Bambury, Oncologist and Co-Founder of
ONOassist

ONCOassist, saves oncology professionals time
by offering them all the decision support tools
they need on a mobile device. Traditionally, time
has been lost by searching for academic papers
and complex formulas online. ONCOassist

changes this by offering easy access to the
required clinical decision support tools.

Dr Richard Bambury, (a medical oncology SpR
currently working in Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Centre) identified a need for an applica-
tion designed specifically for oncologists and
worked with his brother Kevin and Eoin O’Carroll,
both IT graduates.

ONCOassist is the 3rd company worldwide to
get a CE mark (European quality assurance) for
their medical application. ONCOassist is now
available on the AppStore.

Varian selected to equip Radiotherapy Satellite Centre
Advanced TrueBeam™ radiotherapy systems from
Varian Medical Systems have been selected to
equip a new cancer facility in Surrey, which will
offer local cancer patients world-class treatment
facilities on their doorstep. Up to now, patients in
this region have needed to travel up to an hour
for treatments. Treatments are expected to begin
in early 2014.

The Royal Surrey County (RSC) Hospital NHS
Foundation Trust will be overseeing the new
development at Redhill. Professor Andrew Nisbet,
head of medical physics at the RSC, said, “We are
delighted to be working with Varian Medical
Systems to deliver state of the art radiotherapy
treatments.”

Dr Marianne Illsley, consultant oncologist and
deputy medical director at RSC, said: “This devel-
opment will place two state-of-the-art radio-
therapy linear accelerators and will transform the

radiotherapy service and patient experience for
people living in the Redhill, Reigate, Crawley and
Horsham areas.” 

For further information contact: Neil Madle,
Varian Medical Systems T: +44 (0)7786 526068
E: neil.madle@varian.com W: www.varian.com

New range of
ColourVisionTM

Infusion Pumps

Elekta Technology is winning over UK customers
With the growing need for more advanced radio-
therapy treatments, UK medical centres are
increasingly adopting and specifying the most
sophisticated equipment for maximum efficiency
and patient throughput. Aligned with these prior-
ities, Elekta – with its Crawley-based worldwide
linear accelerator production plant – has become
the preferred radiotherapy provider, with
increasing numbers of new centres choosing
Elekta technology. 

Cancer Partners UK®, a leading private sector
provider of advanced radiotherapy, operates
Elekta treatment systems at each of its regional
centres in Portsmouth, Southampton, Elstree,
Birmingham and Nottingham. Its sixth centre in
Guildford will use a system integrated with
Elekta’s Agility™ 160-leaf multileaf collimator for
rapid, highly conformal radiation beam shaping.  

In the National Health Service (NHS), Musgrove
Park Hospital (Taunton) operates an Elekta
Synergy system and three Precise Treatment
System™ linacs. The hospital coordinates its
radiotherapy workflow with Elekta’s MOSAIQ®

Oncology Information System.  

In addition, The Christie NHS Foundation Trust
opened a new satellite clinic in Oldham and oper-
ates two Elekta Synergy linacs. Two other new
NHS satellite centres – Guy’s and St. Thomas’
satellite centre in South London and Bracknell –
also have chosen Elekta as their radiotherapy
provider.

For further information contact: 
Patrick Greally, Elekta Ltd 
T: +44 (1293) 654 462 
E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com
Agility is not available for sale or distribution in all regions. Please
contact your local Elekta representative or authorized distributor
for further details.
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Provectus Pharmaceuticals to Present Data on 
PV-10 at the AACR Annual Meeting 

Cancer patients in Algeria will gain access
to more advanced treatments when three
state-of-the-art treatment machines from
Varian Medical Systems are installed at a
new radiotherapy department at Setif in
the coming months. The Algerian Ministry
of Health has ordered three Varian medical
linear accelerators as part of a major
government initiative to equip the country
with modern radiotherapy systems. 

The Varian Clinac® iX devices, along with
Eclipse™ treatment planning software and ARIA® oncology information
management software, will enable doctors at the newly-constructed
facility to deliver advanced treatments such as intensity modulated
radiotherapy and image-guided radiotherapy.   

“We are pleased to be part of the Algerian Ministry of Health’s

program to make modern cancer treatments acces-
sible to more patients,” says Dow Wilson, Varian’s
chief executive officer. “Varian has successfully
improved the precision and speed of radiotherapy
and radiosurgery in order to make it both a cost-
effective and widely-available weapon in the war on
cancer.” 

Cancer in Algeria
Algeria is experiencing an increase in cancer inci-
dence, driven by the growth and ageing of its popu-

lation as well as a high prevalence of smoking. The World Health
Organization’s (WHO) GloboCan project indicates that in 2008, Algeria
had 28,736 cancer cases. 

For further information contact: Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems
T: +44 (0)7786 526068 E: neil.madle@varian.com W: www.varian.com

Varian selected to equip new Cancer Center in Algeria 

Provectus Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a develop-
ment-stage oncology and dermatology
biopharmaceutical company, announces that
data on PV-10 will be presented in a poster
presentation at the American Association for
Cancer Research Annual Meeting in
Washington, DC. The PV-10 combination
therapy poster, based upon an abstract enti-
tled “Combination of PV-10 immuno-
chemoablation and systemic anti-CTLA-4 anti-
body therapy in murine models of melanoma,”
authored by Eric Wachter, Savannah Blair,
Jamie Singer and Craig Dees, will be presented
on April 10, 2013. 

Craig Dees, PhD, CEO of Provectus
Pharmaceuticals said, “We are pleased to have

been accepted by AACR and are looking
forward to presenting data on PV-10.” 

PV-10 is Provectus Pharmaceuticals's novel
oncology drug designed to selectively target
and destroy cancer cells without harming
surrounding healthy tissue, significantly
reducing potential for systemic side effects. 

For further information visit:
www.pvct.com

Northampton General
treats first prostate 
cancer patient using
HDR Brachytherapy as
sole treatment 
Clinicians at Northampton General Hospital
(NGH) recently used ‘monotherapy’ HDR
brachytherapy for the first time for a patient
with prostate cancer, enabling the patient to
make just two visits to the clinic for treat-
ment. Traditional EBRT requires the patient to
undergo as many as 40 therapy sessions over
seven weeks. Planning for HDR brachytherapy
was significantly streamlined with the HDR
Real-time Prostate Solution – by Nucletron,
an Elekta Company – which provides real-
time ultra-sound planning capabilities. HDR
brachytherapy uses a single high-intensity
radiation source on the end of a thin cable
that is temporarily inserted, via remote after-
loader, into catheters positioned in the
disease target. 

“Monotherapy HDR brachytherapy, using
this form of brachytherapy as the only treat-
ment, will be used for patients who are not
suited for EBRT due to medical reasons,” says
Chris Elwell, MD, clinical oncologist at NGH.
“This first patient had inflammatory bowel
disease and could not tolerate a full course of
EBRT. HDR brachytherapy was his best option,
because it allowed him to have just two treat-
ment sessions separated by 10 days and
enabled us to reduce the radiotherapy dose
to his rectum. In this way, the patient’s travel
to the hospital was greatly reduced and he
could return to normal life more quickly.”

For further information contact: Patrick
Greally, Elekta Ltd T: +44 (0)1293 654 462,
E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com

Regional trauma centre at Musgrove Park
Hospital installs advanced CT system
Musgrove Park Hospital, part of Taunton and
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust, has installed
a SOMATOM® Definition Flash CT system from
Siemens Healthcare. The hospital, announced
as a regional trauma centre in 2012, is using
the system to support its cardiology services,
in addition to providing oncology, vascular
and general trauma imaging. The Definition
Flash is assisting departmental workflow
thanks to its rapid imaging times, currently
enabling around 250 patients to be scanned
weekly.

The SOMATOM Definition Flash includes
two X-ray tubes, allowing it to complete an
entire heart scan in 250 milliseconds with the
right dose to the patient - that is the most
appropriate for the specific patient with
regard to dose and diagnostic image quality.
The use of Stellar Detectors in the system
generates ultra-thin slices with high spatial
resolution, featuring TrueSignal Technology to
keep noise levels to a minimum. Additionally,
the Dual Source CT system is equipped with
two adaptive dose shields, ensuring patients
receive the lowest, clinically relevant dose
possible.

“Musgrove was designated a regional

trauma centre earlier this year and this CT
scanner, which is generally acknowledged to
be the world’s most advanced, reinforces our
commitment to providing the finest imaging
facilities.” states Gill Stapleton, Deputy Clinical
Manager at Musgrove Park Hospital.

For further information visit:
http://www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare

Musgrove Park Hospital, part of Taunton and
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust, has installed a
SOMATOM® Definition Flash CT system Siemens
Healthcare. The hospital, announced as a
regional trauma centre in 2012, is using the
system to support its cardiology services, in
addition to providing oncology, vascular and
general trauma treatment. 
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Oncentra External Beam Users Meeting Draws Experts to Nottingham, UK

Approximately 50 Elekta Oncentra® External Beam users and Elekta
personnel convened at the Park Inn by Radisson Nottingham on
November 21, 2102 to participate in the company’s Annual UK & Ireland
Oncentra External Beam Users Meeting, hosted by Nottingham
University Hospitals. Connecting to all treatment delivery systems,
Oncentra External Beam increases patient throughput by intelligently
automating routine planning tasks.
Symposium attendees are all users of Oncentra External Beam. The

conference featured presentations on a wide variety of applications,
including cancers of the prostate, spine and head & neck. Talks of partic-
ular interest included:
• Head & Neck IMRT and VMAT Experience at Bath, by Simon Whittle

and Tim Atkins of The Royal United Hospital (Bath)
• Commissioning an Agility MLC with Oncentra, by Stephen Hedley, of

James Cook University Hospital (Middlesbrough)
• Experiences at St James’s Institute of Oncology (Leeds) on the clinical

implementation of ABAS, by Rebecca Lindsay
• Jaap Pijpelink, Elekta’s Business Line Manager for Oncentra External

Beam gave a talk titled “Elekta TPS roadmap”, which included infor-
mation on the roadmap from Oncentra towards the future Treatment
Planning platform for Elekta.

• Users were invited to contribute new functionality ideas to the next
releases of Oncentra External Beam.

• An algorithm presentation by Peter Kimstrand (Elekta Uppsala) of
Oncentra’s new Density Matrix/grid implementation, and improve-
ments to the IMRT optimization using the surrounding dose fall-off
feature.

For further information contact: Patrick Greally, Elekta Ltd 
T: +44 (0)1293 654 462 E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com

Varian supports program to tap brain power of research and development 
community in Russia

Varian Medical Systems, a world leader in radiotherapy
and radiosurgery, is working with key development
agencies in Russia to encourage the country’s leading
research institutes and scientists to collaborate on
research and development proposals for programs
aimed at advancing radiotherapy technology.  
“The leading technologists within Varian have

defined five future development opportunities and will
entertain research proposals that address these chal-
lenges from scientists in Russia’s R&D community,” says
Scott Johnson, Varian’s senior manager of research
collaborations, who is coordinating Varian’s support for
the project. “This is a new type of process for Varian
and we are looking forward to supporting forward-
thinking, next-generation research that could well be
developed and commercialised.”
Varian has contributed $50,000 to this venture,

which will be combined with other funds equaling
$100K in prize money for the team or teams with the
best proposals.  

The program presents the Russian R&D community
with the opportunity to take a focused look at the needs
of radiotherapy. “We believe this will yield significant
benefits to cancer patients not only in Russia but
throughout the world. Russia was the first country to
put a man into space and it has a deep, sophisticated
technological base in radiation technologies.” Johnson
says.
Varian is the international leader in radiotherapy with

centers of excellence all over the world,” says Dow
Wilson (pictured), chief executive officer of Varian.
“With this innovative program we are engaging the
strengths of the Russian R&D community that can be
brought to this network for the benefit of cancer
patients everywhere.”

For further information contact: 
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems 
T: +44 (0)7786 526068, 
E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com

Delete Blood Cancer UK launched and ready to recruit potential donors!

Delete Blood Cancer UK has now launched with a strong mission: to find
a stem cell donor for every patient in need, through their work to
empower people to take action, donate stem cells and save lives. The
highlight of the launch was a special meeting between UK blood cancer
survivor, Chloe Jarvis, 13 and her German donor, Roland Haeussler 50,
who, a stranger to Chloe, enabled her survival by donating stem cells in
2009. In a very moving and emotional moment they hugged and
greeted each other for the first time ever. 
Sandra Bothur, Director, formally launched the charity marked the

occasion by inviting attendees to become potential stem cell donors.
Sandra said “Inviting people to register at our launch marked the
commencement of our activities, complementing the work of other
established UK organisations, to increase the pool of potential stem cell
donors, so that no-one should die needlessly through lack of a donor.
We aim to provide new opportunities for a second chance at life for
those with blood cancer, whose survival depends on being matched with
an unrelated donor.” 

Contact: Deirdra Taylor,
T: +44 (0)20 8735 4235,
M: +44(0)7967 676063 
E: deirdra.taylor@deletebloodcancer.org.uk 
W: www.deletebloodcancer.org.uk
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Provectus Pharmaceuticals launches free Mobile Investor Relations
Application 

Provectus Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a development-stage oncology and
dermatology biopharmaceutical company, has launched a free mobile
shareholder investor relations application. 
The "Provectus IR" App is available for download from the App Store

at www.itunes.com/appstore and from the Google Play Store at
https://play.google.com/store. The investor relations application offers
immediate portable access to the Company's latest news, financial infor-
mation, presentations, and factsheet. 
Provectus Pharmaceuticals specializes in developing oncology and

dermatology therapies. Its novel oncology drug PV-10 is designed to
selectively target and destroy cancer cells without harming surrounding
healthy tissue, significantly reducing potential for systemic side effects.
Its oncology focus is on melanoma, breast cancer and cancers of the
liver. The Company has received orphan drug designations from the FDA
for its melanoma and hepatocellular carcinoma indications. Its dermato-
logical drug PH-10 also targets abnormal or diseased cells, with the
current focus on psoriasis and atopic dermatitis. Provectus has recently
completed Phase 2 trials of PV-10 as a therapy for metastatic melanoma,
and of PH-10 as a topical treatment for atopic dermatitis and psoriasis.

Information about these and the Company's other clinical trials can be
found at the NIH registry, www.clinicaltrials.gov.  

For further information visit the Company's website: www.pvct.com

New drive to understand brain tumour
issues

March 2013 brings UK brain tumour aware-
ness month, and one charity is working hard
to make sure brain tumour patients and
carers have a voice.
brainstrust has set up the online tool

www.braintumourawareness.org.uk to help
the brain tumour patient community share
their concerns and experiences, which in
turn could help others understand and then
fix day to day issues.
brainstrust Director of Development, Will

Jones says ‘there is a great opportunity for us
to get to grips with the everyday challenges,
big and small, that brain tumour patients
and carers face. Our real work begins when
we have identified key themes and issues
registered via the online tool – from here we
will work with the patient and clinical
communities to make things better for brain

tumour patients in the real world. Already
we are seeing some opportunities where
patient experience and quality of life could
be improved. These are themes which fall
outside of the traditional campaigning issues
of research funding and generic awareness.’

To find out more, visit 
www.braintumourawareness.org.uk 

Wear A Hat Day 
– March 28th

On Thursday 28th March, Brain Tumour
Research, along with their brilliant family of
member charities, fundraising groups and
supporters, will be encouraging everyone
across the UK to wear a hat. 
Their annual Wear A Hat Day has captured

the nation’s imagination for several years and is
now the UK’s premier brain tumour awareness
event, taking place every March, the annual
brain tumour awareness month in the UK. 
From schools, colleges and universities to

shops, offices and clubs, Brain Tumour
Research are asking schoolchildren, students,
workers, indeed everyone, to get involved. 
From ‘best hat' and hat-throwing competi-

tions, to raffles, sponsored silences and passing
the hat to collect donations, hundreds of
organisations and thousands of people will be
helping to fund the fight against brain
tumours.
Wear A Hat Day badges with new designs

including a mortarboard, Easter bonnet and
royal crown are also available to order as part
of a fundraising pack. 

For more information, 
T: +44 (0)1296 733011, 
E: Sarah@braintumourresearch.org or visit
www.braintumourresearch.org/wear-a-hat-day.

Appointments at brainstrust mark 
expansion of support service
Brain tumour charity, brainstrust, has announced that it is
recruiting 2 additional people to their support team. Frances
Milburn and Pete Burchill join the charity to deliver its accred-
ited support service in Sheffield and South Yorkshire.
brainstrust’s Director of Services, Helen Bulbeck states, “We

know that brain tumour patients face many challenges that
are unique to their condition. This is a really exciting time for
brainstrust, but moreso for the people in Sheffield and South
Yorkshire, who will be the first to benefit from our move to
deliver a robust, dedicated regional support service that is
based on 7 years of accumulated national insight into the
needs of brain tumour patients and carers” 
Pete and Frances start on the 7th March, and will be

working hard, and in consultation with local brain tumour
patients, their carers and the Royal Hallamshire team to build
a useful, sustainable community. 

The team can be reached via the brainstrust support line
on +44 (0)1983 292405.
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Fundraising campaign to purchase the Papillon machine for Royal Surrey
County Hospital
The Royal Surrey County Hospital in
Guildford plans to become the first
hospital in the South to offer Papillon
cancer treatment. Surrey based bowel
cancer charities BRIGHT & GUTS have
launched a major fundraising
campaign to raise the £200,000
required to purchase the Papillon
machine for the hospital.

Papillon x-ray brachytherapy
delivers high dose, low energy x-rays
suitable for patients with early stage
rectal cancer. Approximately 8,000
rectal cancers are diagnosed each year
and up to a third of these tumours
may be suitable for Papillon treat-

ment. The treatment offers patients
an alternative to major surgery and
the chance of a better quality of life.

It is expected that the national
cancer screening programme will find
a greater proportion of early stage
tumours which are suitable for the
Papillon technique.

Papillon is currently available at the
Clatterbridge Cancer Centre, Liverpool
& Castle Hill Hospital, Hull. The Royal
Surrey hopes to introduce the Papillon
machine in April 2013.

For further information visit:
www.bright-research.co.uk
www.gutsfbc.co.uk 

Join the Bowel Movement

April is Bowel Cancer
Awareness Month and the
charity Beating Bowel
Cancer needs you to join
their Bowel Movement and
take action. One in four
people are touched by
bowel cancer; the UK’s
second biggest cancer killer. The charity is asking
everyone to sign up to the Bowel Movement and
complete one of four tasks during the month to get
people talking about the condition. 
The four actions are:
• Raise a cheeky £50 by getting sponsored to

wear the charity’s bum shorts for the day
• Get your MP to sign up to the charity’s Patient

Service Pledge
• Put up an awareness poster
• Put a collection tin in your local shop, office or

place of work
The aim of the Bowel Movement is to help spread
the word that bowel cancer can be beaten if
everyone works together. Beating Bowel Cancer is a
charity that provides information and practical
support to anyone affected by the condition
through their specialist nurse helpline, booklets
and factsheets. 

To find out how to get involved, please visit
Beating Bowel Cancer’s website: 
www.beatingbowelcancer.org/bowelmovement

Further information from: Ivor Smith, ScheBo • Biotech UK Ltd, PO Box 6359, Basingstoke, RG22 4WE
Tel: 01256 477259    Fax: 01256 327889    E-mail: i.smith@schebo.co.uk     www.schebo.co.uk

®

Bringing sensitivity to bowel cancer screening

®

®
•

•

“In conclusion, faecal M2-PK, either as an ELISA or as a lateral rapid flow test, is a 
cost-effective and easy-to-perform routine test.” Tonus, C. et al. Faecal pyruvate kinase isoenzyme type 

M2 for colorectal cancer screening: A meta-analysis. World Journal of Gastroenterology, 2012; 18(30): 4004-4011. 

UCLH hosts PET MR study day in 
conjunction with Siemens Healthcare 

University College London Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust (UCLH), recently hosted a
UK first PET MR study day in conjunction with
Siemens Healthcare. A wide range of dele-
gates attended the day course, including a
number of radiologists, physicists, MR radio-
graphers and MI radiographers. The knowl-
edge session provided an introduction and
overview of PET MR innovative technology,
outlining its potential clinical and research
applications. 

Over twenty clinical experts from UCLH
and other organisations chaired speaker
sessions on topics such as quantitation in PET
MR, how it will help medical research and
safety and governance issues. The potential
applications of PET MR were also explored,
including its use in psychiatry, dementia,
neurology, tumour biology, pelvic and GI
cancers, lymphoma, head and neck cancers,
vascular and cardiac procedures. Siemens
Healthcare application and product special-
ists also attended to outline the key benefits
of PET MR and detail features of the world’s
first fully integrated MR and PET scanner, the
Biograph™ mMR.

The PET MR system from Siemens
Healthcare is housed in the recently opened

University College Hospital Macmillan Cancer
Centre and is the first machine of its kind in
the UK, delivering the most accurate infor-
mation from deep inside the body during a
single scanning session.

For further information visit:
www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare

University College London Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust recently hosted a PET MR study day in conjunction
with Siemens Healthcare. Siemens Healthcare application
and product specialists also attended to outline the key
benefits of PET MR and detail features of the world’s
first fully integrated MR and PET scanner, the Biograph™
mMR (pictured).

Dr Alexandra Stewart and Prof Marks at the ‘Butterflies in the Glasshouse’ event.
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