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NEWS UPDATE

Varian Medical Systems acquires distributor in Poland 

Varian Medical Systems have 
announced the acquisition of 
the radiotherapy business of 
Candela, a leading distributor 
of radiotherapy equipment 
in Poland. Warsaw-based 
Candela, which employs 
more than 40 people, has 
represented Varian in Poland 
for the past 20 years. 
The acquisition closed in 
September following approval 
from the Polish Competition 
Authority.

“By bringing Candela’s radiotherapy 
business into the Varian family we hope 
to serve our Polish customers even more 

effectively and continue to 
improve access to advanced 
care for cancer patients in 
the country,” said Jean-Luc 
Devleeschauwer, president 
of Varian’s Oncology 
Systems business in EMEIA 
(pictured). “Candela’s 
radiotherapy business 
has an experienced team 
with strong customer 
relationships and we were 
keen to bring this local 
expertise into Varian.”  

“This acquisition strengthens Varian’s 
position in Poland at a time when both 
the public and private sectors are investing 

in modern radiotherapy and radiosurgery 
equipment to equip the country’s hospitals,” 
added Aleksander Naumann, CEO of Candela, 
who will become managing director of Varian 
Medical Systems Poland. “Varian’s global 
network and experience will allow us to 
better serve Polish patients and contribute to 
Poland’s ability to tackle the scourge of cancer 
with cost effective, state-of-the-art solutions.”

There are more than 80 Varian medical linear 
accelerators installed in Polish radiotherapy 
departments.  

 
further information contact: Neil Madle, 
Varian Medical Systems T: +44 7786 526068 
E: neil.madle@varian.com  
W: www.varian.com

The Christie sees up to 60% reduction in VMAT Verifications with advanced 
automation software 
The Christie NHS Foundation Trust 
has increased efficiency in its Medical 
Physics and Engineering Department 
following the implementation of 
Mobius3D software from Oncology 
Systems Limited. The quality assurance 
software which performs secondary 
checks of radiation treatment plans 
has enabled physics staff to decrease 
patient specific verification by 60% for 
Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy 
(VMAT). Mobius3D is so far used for 
prostate and head & neck patients. As a 
result, this has increased staff availability 
and created additional time to introduce 
new complex techniques for a variety of 
clinical areas.

Raj Baskara, Sales Specialist at 
Oncology Systems Limited states, “The 
Christie has seen a significant reduction 
in dose verification times across a range 
of clinical specialities. During breast 
planning, the department has estimated 
that the software will be saving 10 
minutes per patient by replacing manual 
calculations with automated software. 
Once the department has finished 
setting up the same service for the 
satellite centres, they anticipate a time 
saving of almost 25 hours per month.”

For more information on Mobius3D see 
the Oncology Systems Limited website 
or email enquiry@osl.uk.com

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals Poster Presentation on PV-10 at 
ESMO 2016 Congress Now Available Online 
Provectus Biopharmaceuticals, Inc. have announced that the poster 
presented at the European Society of Medical Oncology 2016 Congress 
is now available online. Titled “Intralesional Rose Bengal for Stage 
III and IV Melanoma,” the poster (abstract 1159TIP) was presented 
Sunday, October 9, 2016, by Dr Sanjiv Agarwala, and can now be 
viewed at: http://provectusbio.com/media/docs/publications/ESMO%20
2016%20-%20Abstract%201158TIP%20-%20150%20DPI%20-%20
09%20Oct%202016.pdf 

Dr Agarwala’s presentation reviewed the current studies underway for 
melanoma utilising PV-10: the phase 3 clinical trial of intralesional PV-10 
as a single agent therapy for locally advanced cutaneous melanoma 
(study PV-10-MM-31, clinicaltrials.gov identifier NCT02288897, EudraCT 
no. 2016-000317-78); and the phase 1b/2, study of intralesional 
PV-10 in combination with immune checkpoint inhibition (study PV-10-
MM-1201, NCT02557321). 

Study PV-10-MM-31 is an international multicenter, open-label, 
randomised controlled trial (RCT) of single-agent intralesional PV-10 
versus systemic chemotherapy or intralesional oncolytic viral therapy to 

assess treatment of locally advanced cutaneous melanoma. A total of 
225 patients with Stage IIIB to IV-M1a melanoma will be randomised in 
a 2:1 ratio against the comparator therapy for assessment of progression 
free survival. 

Study PV-10-MM-1201 is an international multicenter, open-
label, sequential phase study of intralesional PV-10 in combination 
with pembrolizumab, marketed by Merck as Keytruda®. Stage IV 
metastatic melanoma patients with at least one injectable cutaneous 
or subcutaneous lesion who are candidates for pembrolizumab are 
eligible for study participation. In the Phase 1b portion of the study, all 
participants receive the combination of IL PV-10 and pembrolizumab 
(i.e., PV-10 + standard of care). In the subsequent Phase 2 portion 
of the study, participants will be randomised 1:1 to receive either the 
combination of IL PV-10 and pembrolizumab or pembrolizumab alone 
for assessment of progression free survival. 

The complete press release is available at http://www.provectusbio.
com/news/press-releases/provectus-pr-20161011-1

The Christie sees up to 60% reduction in VMAT Verifications with advanced 
automation software. From left to right: Catherine Harris, Clinical Scientist 
– treatment planning; Geoff Budgell, Team Leader Verification & Dosimetry; 
Emma Walker, Clinical Scientist; Raj Baskara, Sales Specialist at Oncology 
Systems Limited.
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Varian UK User Group 
Meeting

More than 50 oncology professionals attended a 
Varian User Group seminar in the Cornish naval 
town of Falmouth. The two-day meeting for 
attendees from hospitals in the UK & Ireland took 
place at the National Maritime Museum and was 
co-hosted by Varian Medical Systems and the 
Royal Cornwall NHS Hospitals Trust. Guest speaker 
Eleanor Love from Genesis Care opened the event 
with an introduction called ‘Information-guided 
cancer care: Improving patient outcomes’ and 
this was followed by clinical presentations from 
attendees detailing advances in cancer care. 

For further information contact:  
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,  
T: +44 7786 526068  
E: neil.madle@varian.com  
W: www.varian.com

NEWS UPDATE

Almac Group Discover an Exciting Link between its 
Immune Response Assay and Checkpoint Inhibitor 
Based Therapy

Almac Group’s Diagnostics business unit 
today announced the identification of a 
novel immune response mechanism in 
breast tumours deficient in DNA repair. The 
study has been published in the Journal of 
the National Cancer Institute. 

The publication entitled ‘Activation of 
STING-Dependent Innate Immune Signalling 
By S-Phase-Specific DNA Damage in Breast 
Cancer’ follows on from Almac’s previous 
publication of a 44 gene immune based 
assay capable of prospectively identifying 
breast cancer patients with a defect in 
the FA/BRCA pathway who benefit from 
anthracycline based chemotherapy.

The current study explains the molecular 
basis of this 44-gene immune based assay 
and demonstrates that the genes in the 
assay reflect activation of the innate immune 
response cGAS/STING/TBK1/IRF3 pathway in 
response to DNA damage.

The study is particularly interesting 
because it provides a clear rationale for the 
observed link between DNA repair deficiency 
and activation of the immune checkpoint 
PD-L1. Almac will now pursue their 44-gene 
assay as a means of prospectively identifying 
breast cancer patients likely to respond to 
PD-L1 targeted therapies.

The study was performed in collaboration 

with Queens University Belfast. Dr Eileen 
Parkes, Academic Clinical Lecturer at 
the Centre for Cancer Research and Cell 
Biology at Queen’s University said: “This 
research provides a new way of explaining 
how immune cells are targeted to certain 
breast tumours, and could help decide 
which patients are most likely to respond 
to this new class of immune therapies. 
Approximately one third of breast cancers 
will have this immune-rich picture, therefore 
a huge amount of patients could benefit 
from this research.”

For further information visit:  
www.almacgroup.com or  
E: media@almacgroup.com

Varian publishes 2016 Sustainability Report outlining 
environmental, charitable, safety and health access 
achievements

Varian Medical Systems have announced the 
publication of its annual corporate social 
responsibility report, detailing the company’s 
policies and achievements in extending 
access to cancer care, protecting resources, 
and helping to save lives. The Varian 2016 
Sustainability Report has been produced as 
part of a wider company effort to continually 
improve sustainability performance and 
transparency.

“Companies such as ours have a 
responsibility to achieve our business goals 
in a socially and environmentally responsible 
manner,” said Dow Wilson, chief executive 
officer of Varian Medical Systems. “This is a 
company that utilises its resources and talent 
to help people everywhere in the world. 
Sustainability for us is extending access to 
quality healthcare, delivering safe and effective 
products, and having a beneficial impact on 
the communities where we operate.”

“We have made a commitment to produce 
annual updates so we could measure our 
achievements against defined sustainability 
goals,” adds Wilson. “This effort involves the 
close participation of senior leaders from all 
divisions, key geographies, and core functions.” 

The achievements highlighted in the 

Varian Sustainability Report 2016 include 
programs that extend advanced care and 
enhance clinical training in developing 
countries. The report also spotlights ongoing 
reductions in electricity, natural gas and 
water consumption, along with progress 
towards greenhouse gas emission reduction 
goals. It also highlights the sustainability 
achievements of the Imaging Components 
division, which Varian intends to spin off as 
a separate company – named Varex Imaging 
– from January 2nd 2017.  

 
Varian’s 2016 Sustainability Report is 
available to download at https:// 
www.varian.com/about-varian/citizenship

New range of charity 
Christmas cards now  
available 

The charity Brain Tumour Research has just 
announced its new range of Christmas cards for 
2016. The cards are priced at £4 per pack of 10. 
Over 50% of the proceeds will fund vital research 
into brain tumours and help find a cure for this 
devastating disease, which kills more children and 
adults under the age of 40 than any other cancer.

With eight brand new designs for 2016, the ever-
popular Christmas cards form part of the charity’s 
seasonal offerings, including exclusive signature 
brooches designed by top milliners. Perfect stocking 
fillers and fast becoming collector’s items, three 
limited edition brooch designs are still available, 
with two designs already sold out. 

To choose from the full range of 15 different 
card designs offered by the charity, ranging from 
the contemporary to the traditional, please visit: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/christmascards
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NEWS UPDATE

ONCOassist adds Adjuvant Breast Cancer Tool 

The PREDICT breast treatment tool, 
designed to help doctors determine 
the ideal course of treatment following 
a patients’ breast cancer surgery, is 
now available to oncology healthcare 
professionals globally via ONCOassist, an 
interactive, clinical decision support app.  
ONCOassist provides tools that oncology 
professionals rely on daily.

ONCOassist also includes adjuvant 
decision support calculators for other 
cancers, useful formulas, prognostic 
algorithms, American Joint Cancer 
Committee (AJCC) staging and Common 
Toxicity Criteria for Adverse Events (CTCAE) 
tools. 

ONCOassist is used widely, around 
the world, and is offered as a member 
benefit by the European Society of Medical 
Oncology and European Oncology Nursing 
Society. It is one of the few medical apps on 
the market to have CE approval, meaning 
it is fully compliant with EU medical device 
standards. 

ONCOassist Chief Medical Officer Dr 
Richard Bambury said: “The addition of the 
PREDICT breast algorithm will enhance our 
platform with new functionality to help 

clinicians make informed decisions about 
adjuvant treatment following breast cancer 
surgery.”

Professor Paul Pharoah, of the University 
of Cambridge, who was part of the 
development team, said: “PREDICT is used 
by cancer doctors from around the world.  
We hope that including the model in 
ONCOassist will encourage more doctors to 
use the model and help improve outcomes 
for breast cancer patients.”

For further information contact: 
ONCOassist & Portable Medical Technology 
T:+ 353 21 731 9541 E: kevin@
portablemedicaltechnology.com  
W: www.portablemedicaltechnology.com

To have your event or news featured in the magazine contact  
Patricia McDonnell – E: patricia@oncologynews.biz

Healthcare support worker speaks about the  
benefits of scalp cooling  
A healthcare support worker, who 
supports cancer patients throughout their 
chemotherapy journeys, has spoken out 
about the benefits of scalp cooling and 
what it means to the people who use it. 

Pam Fitzpatrick from the chemotherapy 
day area at Ninewells Hospital, Dundee 
says that although scalp cooling is readily 
available, there is an inconsistency in 
people’s awareness and understanding of it. 

She said: “Our experience shows that 
some consultants are more reluctant than 
others to offer scalp cooling, which is a 
shame because for some people, hair loss 
is their biggest fear above all the other side 
effects of chemotherapy.”

“Being able to retain their hair means 
their body image is preserved and they can 
retain some sense of normality. Essentially, 
it goes a long way in helping them cope 
with their treatment.”

Scalp cooling provides the only real 
alternative to chemotherapy induced hair 
loss, resulting in a high level of retention 
or even complete hair preservation. It 

improves patients’ self-confidence 
and creates positive attitudes towards 
treatment.  

To find out more visit Paxman on stand 33 
at the UKONS 2016 (11-12 November), 
Brighton or visit: http://www.ukons.org/
conference

Helsinki University 
Hospital orders four 
advanced Varian Systems 
in country’s largest 
radiotherapy project 

Cancer patients in Finland will gain access 
to the latest radiotherapy and radiosurgery 
treatments with the news that Helsinki 
University Hospital has ordered four advanced 
medical linear accelerators from Varian 
Medical Systems. The decision to acquire 
two Edge™ Radiosurgery systems and two 
TrueBeam™ systems from Varian represents 
the largest order ever placed for radiotherapy 
equipment in the country.

Three of the machines will be installed 
in new treatment rooms to provide extra 
capacity at Helsinki University Hospital and 
are scheduled to be clinical by the end of 
2018. The fourth new machine will replace 
an existing linear accelerator. This order was 
placed in September.

“TrueBeam and Edge are highly integrated 
linear accelerators for the most modern 
radiotherapy and radiosurgery treatments,” 
said Dr Mikko Tenhunen, head of radiotherapy 
physics at Helsinki University Hospital. “These 
new systems will greatly increase our ability 
to deliver advanced treatments such as 
stereotactic radiosurgery and image-guided 
radiotherapy, which will have a big impact on 
the treatments we can deliver here.”

Varian’s TrueBeam system features 
a multitude of technical innovations that 
dynamically synchronize imaging, patient 
positioning, motion management, and 
treatment delivery. It was designed to treat 
tumours in a fast and precise manner, 
including cancers such as lung and breast that 
move during treatment as the patient breathes 
in and out. Based on the TrueBeam platform, 
the Edge system is optimised for radiosurgery. 

There are currently around 40 Varian linear 
accelerators installed in oncology departments 
across Finland.   

 
For further information contact:  
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,  
T: +44 7786 526068  
E: neil.madle@varian.com  
W: www.varian.com


