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News update
Latest developments on products and services from the industry. To have your news included contact Patricia McDonnell on
E: patricia@oncologynews.biz or T/F:+44 (0)288 289 7023.

The Maria Sklodowska-Curie Memorial Cancer
Center in Gliwice, Poland, has become the first
hospital in Eastern Europe to be designated a
European Reference Center for Education by
Varian Medical Systems. As part of this
recognition, the hospital will conduct clinical
training programs in advanced radiotherapy
techniques with Varian equipment.

“This prestigious step can only improve the
level of basic education in radiotherapy within
Poland by proliferating courses and workshops
for radiation oncologists, physicists and
radiation technologists,” says Professor
Boguslaw Maciejewski, director of the center.

“Introducing advanced radiotherapy
techniques such as intensity modulated
radiotherapy, image-guided radiotherapy and
RapidArc is challenging as these advances

require well prepared educational courses and
hands-on training programs,” added Prof.
Maciejewski. “As an educational reference

center, we will be able to help implement new
high tech radiotherapy treatment techniques
so they can be introduced safely across many
countries in Central and Eastern Europe”.

Michael Sandhu, head of Varian’s
international oncology business, added, “The
experts at Gliwice have years of experience in
advanced, high quality radiotherapy
treatments and this will help them to make this
knowledge more easily accessible to the
regional community. This is a key step in the
development and implementation of new
treatment techniques in the region.”
For further information contact:

Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com
W: www.varian.com

Brain Tumour Research has been overwhelmed by the support they have
received for their Wear A Hat Day campaign this year.

Director Sue Farrington-Smith said “Our member charities and
umbrella groups tell us they experienced their most successful Wear A
Hat Day and as the money starts coming in the signs are that together
we will have raised thousands of pounds to fund vital research into brain
tumours.”

Campaigners lobbied their MPs and the charity received a photo and
letter of support from the Prime Minister, David Cameron.

A growing band of celebrities joined patrons such as celebrity milliner
Philip Treacy and former Coronation Street star Bill Tarmey in working
with the charity and were an important part of the social media
campaign to raise awareness of brain tumours.

Once again actor and author Sheila Hancock CBE was at the forefront
of the campaign.

Sheila is the patron of member charity Ali’s Dream as well as being
chancellor of The University of Portsmouth where Brain Tumour
Research’s dedicated research centre is based.

Sheila was photographed in a specially designed hat alongside her

daughter Melanie Thaw and grandson Jack who was diagnosed with a
brain tumour when four years old.
For more information please visit www.braintumourresearch.org

Wear A Hat Day

Varian Medical Systems has established a new training cen-
ter in Tokyo, Japan.

First Varian Educational Reference Center in Eastern Europe

Elekta’s new Agility MLC solution poised to revolutionize beam shaping of
radiation therapy cancer treatments
Elekta has received clearance to CE mark
Agility™*, a revolutionary beam-shaping device
integrated into the head of a linear accelerator.
Patients and clinics will benefit from the speed
and reliability of this new MLC design.

Agility’s leaf speeds are twice as fast as other
MLCs commonly used within the industry. This
means shorter treatment times for patients,
while hospitals and clinics are able to treat
patients more efficiently.

With twice as many leaves as a standard
MLC, Agility will enable clinicians to sculpt
delivered radiation doses to the unique
contours of tumors with extreme precision.
Clinicians can be confident that the leaves are
producing the correct shape to deliver the
prescribed treatment to the patient.

Reducing unwanted dose to healthy tissue
or organs at risk is of primary importance.
Consequently, Agility’s leaf bank is designed for
extraordinarily low transmission.

“For our patients, the use of Agility with

VMAT delivery will allow us to administer
Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy (SBRT)
more quickly and efficiently than our current
fixed-field approach,” says Vivian Cosgrove,
Ph.D., head of radiotherapy physics at St.
James’s University Hospital, Leeds, UK.

Agility can be purchased as part of a new
radiotherapy solution, as well as an upgrade
option to a large part of Elekta’s installed
base of linear accelerators. Learn more:
www.elekta.com/agility.
For further information contact:

Patrick Greally, Elekta Ltd,
T: +44 (0)1293 654 462,
E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com
*Agility is not available for sale or distribution in all
markets. Please contact the local Elekta representative for
details.
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On October 12th 2012 in London, Nurses
against Bladder Cancer (NaBC) will host the
first meeting for Uro-oncology Nurse
Specialists with a specific interest in bladder
cancer. With the focus of urology activities
often favouring renal and prostate cancer,
this new forum will focus on improving the
patient pathway for bladder cancer patients.
The aims of the forum are to share expertise
and experience, introduce new ideas and
provide a networking platform for nurses
who often work alone.

NaBC will encourage delegates to
consider the whole patient pathway, to
review, revise and share current working
practices and structures; interactive sessions
will include management of the MDT, the
importance of patient power and advanced
practice.

The meeting will be free to attend and is
being chaired and organised by Uro-

oncology Nurse Specialist, Paula Allchorne
of Barts Health NHS.

To find out more or to reserve a place
contact Pierre Fabre via email at
contactus@pierre-fabre.co.uk

This meeting is being supported with an
unrestricted medical grant from Pierre
Fabre. For further information please
contact nikki.roebuck@pierre-fabre.com

NEW for your chemo and radiotherapy patients

Dry, inflamed, red, itchy skin, brittle nails
and a sore mouth are some of the painful
problems patients can be faced with after
chemo and radiotherapy.

SKIN
RaLife cream and RaLife milk – for use
immediately after first radiotherapy
treatment and with chemotherapy as
required when the symptoms are irritation,
redness, inflammation and pain.

DerLife cream and DerLife milk – can be
used on skin 2 to 3 weeks before radiotherapy
treatment begins and with chemotherapy as
required when the symptoms are maceration
(wetness), desquamation (peeling), dryness
and reddening.

MOUTH
OraLife gel – for preventing and relieving
pain, redness, swelling and dry mouth

OraLife mouthwash – to aid cleaning and
hygiene of the oral cavity and mouth.
TraLife spray – for the treatment of the
oropharynx.

NAILS
OnicoLife drops – for the treatment of
tender and/or fragile nails, nail ridges, split
nails, yellow or blackened nails.
OnicoLife gel – for the treatment of
paronychia.

For further information visit
www.mosaicpharma.com or
T: +44 (0)0333 6000 166.

Announcing the first forum for Bladder Cancer
Nurse Specialists

AbD Serotec’s new anti-idiotypic antibodies
specifically recognise the humanised monoclonal
antibody Herceptin (trastuzumab). The
antibodies can be used to measure the Herceptin
levels in serum from patients, with potential uses
in patient monitoring and preclinical research.
The anti-Herceptin antibodies are available in
three formats to provide for a range of assay
requirements; high affinity monovalent Fab
antibodies, ultra-high affinity monovalent Fab
antibodies, and fully human IgG1 antibodies for
immunogenicity assays.

“In response to increasing demand for our
antibodies recognising Rituximab, we produced
six new antibodies targeting Herceptin to
complement our product offering to CROs and
researchers worldwide” said Market Segment
Manager, Victoria Warltier.

The generation of novel anti-idiotypic
antibodies using the strength of the HuCAL
technology is an ongoing focus area for AbD
Serotec, and in the pipeline are several further
anti-idiotypic antibodies specific for marketed
antibody drugs, to be launched within 2012.
AbD Serotec also offers custom anti-idiotypic
antibody generation services.
HuCAL® is registered trademark of MorphoSys
AG. Herceptin® is a registered trademark of
Genentech Inc.

For further information contact
Victoria Warltier
E: victoria.warltier@abdserotec.com
T: +44(0)1865 852 700
www.abdserotec.com

AbD Serotec announces
the availability of six new
HuCAL® monoclonal
antibodies targeting
Herceptin®

Fast and efficient RapidArc treatments spotlighted for doctors from across Africa
Fast RapidArc® radiotherapy treatments for
cancer patients have captured the attention and
interest of leading clinicians who have begun
offering it in Africa. Clinicians from across
Africa attended a week-long workshop
sponsored here by Varian Medical Systems
where image-guided RapidArc IMRT technology
was the focus of discussion.

Doctors and decision makers from South
Africa, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Kenya and Angola
gathered at Addington Hospital in Durban,
which has treated 250 patients with RapidArc
since becoming the first public hospital in Africa
to use this technique in 2010.

“Our experience has demonstrated the major
benefits of RapidArc compared to conventional

radiation therapy in terms of patient
satisfaction, treatment delivery and outcomes,”
says Professor Amo Jordaan, head of radiation
oncology at Addington Hospital. “We were
delighted to host this high-profile event which

introduced RapidArc to many of our colleagues
and shared our experiences.”

“The oncology load and cancer disease
burden here in the KwaZulu Natal province is a
microcosm of the disease burden and oncology
incidence across Southern Africa,” adds
Professor Jordaan. “By using RapidArc, our
department is able to treat more patients in the
specified time, while the treatment is more
focused and therefore minimises the impact on
healthy tissue.”

For further information contact:
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com
W: www.varian.com
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Paxman’s Orbis system at ASCO 2012

Paxman Coolers Ltd, a UK
based company, has developed
an innovative technology for
use by cancer patients which
offers them the ability to
minimise or eliminate the
instant and complete loss of
their hair while undergoing
chemotherapy treatment.

Besides the initial diagnosis
of cancer itself, hair loss
continues to be the most
traumatic and distressing
psychological side effect that
many cancer patients will experience and can
result in a patient's reluctance, even refusal, to
accept treatment.

The product has achieved regulatory

approval in Brazil, Canada, South
Korea, Russia and Saudi Arabia,
with approval for the USA and
Japan currently under way.
Distributorships are in place
throughout the Middle East and
Gulf regions, across Europe,
Russia, the Middle East, the Far
East and the Americas.
Paxman will be showcasing the

Orbis system at ASCO 2012
(American Society of Clinical
Oncology) in Chicago from the
2nd to 4th June and invite you to

view this innovative technology for yourself
at booth number 5038.
For further information please visit
www.paxman-coolers.com

Elekta announces first patients treated with major
breakthrough in cancer therapy

Using Agility™*, Elekta's latest
MLC innovation, patients at St.
James's University Hospital
were the first in the world to
benefit from this modern
advancement in the treatment
of cancer. With twice the
number of leaves typical of
many standard MLCs, Agility
precisely sculpts delivered
radiation to the unique contours of the tumour
while reducing the risk of exposure to
surrounding healthy tissue.

A multileaf collimator, a device made up of
numerous individual tungsten leaves, is
commonly used to shape beams of radiation as
therapeutic doses are delivered from different
angles around the patient.

“This truly represents a radical improvement
in the way we deliver radiotherapy, combining
both speed and precision in tailoring the
radiation beams to the exact shape of the
patient's tumour,” says Vivian Cosgrove, PhD,

head of radiotherapy
physics at St James's.

The product of an
extensive R&D effort by
Elekta to transform
cancer care, the leaves
of Agility are also
capable of traveling at
twice the speed of
other MLCs commonly

used in radiotherapy. This unique capability
supports an added capacity for precision beam
shaping as well as shorter treatment times,
increasing both patient comfort and the clinic's
delivery efficiency. Moreover, relying on a new
and innovative design, Agility MLC has
demonstrated extraordinarily low leaf
transmission, to reduce the patient's non-
therapeutic radiation exposure.
For further information visit:

www.elekta.com/agility.

*Agility is not available for sale or distribution in all markets.
Please contact your local Elekta representative for details.

Wider use of
stereotactic body
radiotherapy
corresponds with
marked increase in
survival rates

Widespread use of advanced radiotherapy
techniques in the Netherlands has resulted
in improved survival among elderly lung
cancer patients, according to major new
research conducted by one of the country’s
leading cancer centres. VU University
Medical Center (VUMC) in Amsterdam,
which has now treated more than a
thousand patients for pulmonary tumours
using stereotactic ablative radiotherapy
(SABR) on treatment machines supplied by
Varian Medical Systems, publishes its
findings in the latest issue of the journal
Annals of Oncology*.

“The greater use of advanced
radiotherapy techniques has led to large
improvements in survival for Dutch lung
cancer patients over the age of 75, many of
whom are too frail to undergo surgery,”
says Dr. Niels Haasbeek from VUMC, who
was the first author of the publication.

Lung cancer is the most common cause
of cancer death worldwide¹ yet
improvements in overall survival have been
minimal in recent decades: five-year
survival for non small-cell lung cancer
(NSCLC) was 13% in 1975–1977 and had
only increased to 16% by 1999–2005².
Using expertise gained by several years of
advanced radiotherapy treatments for
early-stage lung cancer patients, clinicians
at VUMC embarked on a nationwide study
to examine the impact of SABR on survival
rates.
For further information contact:

Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com
W: www.varian.com

* Early-stage lung cancer in elderly patients: A
population-based study of changes in treatment
patterns and survival in the Netherlands
doi:10.1093/annonc/mds081
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Varian Medical Systems is
opening a local office in
Hungary with the aim of
helping the country’s
radiotherapy departments to
offer advanced treatments for a
growing cancer population.
The headquarters, situated in
Budapest and initially
employing seven people, will
serve Hungary’s radiotherapy
departments and act as a sales and support
services support hub for customers across
south-east Europe.

The majority of Hungary’s 26 radiotherapy
treatment machines are over ten years old and
plans are in place to upgrade equipment at
the country’s 12 radiotherapy departments
mainly using European Union grants. Very few
clinical procedures using advanced
radiotherapy techniques such as intensity

modulated radiotherapy (IMRT)
or kV-based image-guided
radiotherapy (IGRT) currently take
place in daily routine in Hungary.

“We are committed to helping
the country’s radiation
oncologists implement advanced
RapidArc® image-guided IMRT
treatments at these radiotherapy
centers within this upgrade
program for the benefit of both

patients and clinicians across the nation,” says
Szabolcs Fórizs, general manager of Varian
Medical Systems Hungary. “A local office
enables Varian to fulfil this commitment more
effectively.”
For further information contact:

Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com
W: www.varian.com

Varian Medical Systems Establishes Office in Hungary

Chemotherapy-induced hair loss is no longer inevitable and can be prevented using the Paxman
hair loss prevention system.

     


