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Awards and Appointments

Ian Smith, Professor of Cancer Medicine at the RoyalMarsden and Head of the hospital’s Breast Unit, has been
appointed a Patron of leading support charity Breast

Cancer Care.
He was appointed to the role by the charity’s Board of

Trustees at their meeting in December 2012. 
Professor Smith’s main interests are the development of

new treatments for breast cancer, especially in its early stages
and he has been a pioneer in the use of pre-operative medical
treatment before surgery for large breast cancers. He is on the
steering committees of several major international clinical
research trials and has been closely involved in the
development of Herceptin as a treatment for early breast cancer. He

has published more than 350 research papers and lectures
around the World. 
Chief Executive of Breast Cancer Care Samia al Qadhi

said: “We are delighted to welcome Professor Smith as
our new Patron and we feel privileged to have his support.
Breast cancer incidence is rising and the services offered
by Breast Cancer Care are a unique combination of
understanding the patient experience and clinical
expertise. Professor Smith’s expert insight and his ability to
communicate the latest issues and developments, as well
as his strong belief in the importance of patient
information and support, will help us extend our reach to

those affected by this dreadful disease.“  n

Professor Ian Smith becomes a Patron of Breast Cancer Care

The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre has appointed a new medical
director to continue developing pioneering treatments and
services for cancer patients across Merseyside and Cheshire as

well as driving the trust’s research and academic excellence. Dr Peter
Kirkbride joins The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre from his previous
roles as Cancer Lead Clinician for Sheffield Teaching Hospitals Trust
and Lead Clinician for the North Trent Cancer Network. 
Peter brings with him over 20 years’ experience with an expertise

in clinical oncology and radiotherapy. He has international
experience having worked as a Staff Radiation Oncologist at Princess
Margret Hospital in Toronto and he is also the Chair of the National
Radiotherapy Awareness Initiative (NRAI) and the Clinical Lead of the
NICE Prostate Cancer Guideline Development Group. 
He said: “I’m thoroughly enjoying getting to know the workings of the Centre. I’m proud

to be part of an organisation which has really been at the forefront of radiotherapy and
chemotherapy cancer treatments over recent years. I look forward to being involved in
proposals to launch a new, purpose built centre in Liverpool which will improve access to
services for more than three quarters of the trust’s patients.”  n

The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre appoints
new medical director 

Luke Johnson, one of the UK’s most successful entrepreneurs
and former Chairman of Channel 4, has been appointed as
Chairman of The Institute of Cancer Research, London.

Johnson runs private equity firm Risk Capital Partners and has a
formidable reputation as one of the brightest minds in British busi-
ness. He will now direct his trademark dynamism and business acu-
men to building on the successes of The Institute of Cancer Research
(ICR) – already one of the world’s most influential cancer research
institutes – and cementing its position on the world stage. 
Professor Alan Ashworth, Chief Executive of The Institute of

Cancer Research, said: “I am delighted to welcome Luke to the ICR
and am convinced that his dynamic influence will help us build on
our current successes and take us to the next level. This a pivotal
time for cancer research, as technological advances put us on the brink of a new era of per-
sonalised medicine.”
Luke Johnson, Chairman Elect of The Institute of Cancer Research, said: “I am thrilled to

be taking up this position at one of the world’s most influential cancer research institutes,
with such an impressive track record of achievement. I was attracted by the ICR’s ethos of
research for patient benefit, and by its astonishing record of success in cancer genetics and
new targeted therapeutics. I hope to use my business experience to help maximise the ICR’s
opportunities for collaboration and innovation, and to build its brand as a world-leading
research institution.”  n

Luke Johnson, takes the helm at The
Institute of Cancer Research

Blue Faery, The Adrienne Wilson Liver
Cancer Association is proud to
announce the fourth annual Blue Faery

Award (BFA) for Excellence in Liver Cancer
Research. Primary liver cancer, also known as
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), is the third
leading cause of cancer deaths worldwide.
Blue Faery created the award to recognise
medical professionals who develop innovative
research in the fight against HCC, which has no
cure.
This year’s recipient of the Blue Faery Award

is Dr Mark Feitelson, Professor of Biology at
Temple University and Associate Director of the
Temple Biotechnology Center. His research
focuses on understanding the biology of
hepatitis B and hepatitis C and how they lead
to the development of chronic liver diseases
including liver cancer. The author of two
books, Dr Feitelson has over 100 publications
in highly ranked international scientific journals
and will receive $3,000 toward his research to
commemorate his achievement. The non-profit
organisation’s goal is to increase the award
amount in subsequent years.
Blue Faery has developed an HCC patient

education brochure for liver cancer patients,
their families and their healthcare providers.
The FREE brochure, which has been translated
into Chinese and Spanish, has been distributed
in 30 treatment centres across the nation.
For more information on how to apply for

the BFA, visit the Blue Faery Award page on
Blue Faery’s website www.bluefaery.org. To
learn more about liver cancer, sign up for the
Blue Faery quarterly e-newsletter. You can also
call Andrea Wilson at 818-636-5624 or email
her at andrea@bluefaery.org. n

Liver cancer nonprofit
gives research award
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