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The editors of this book, Dr. Marshall, Prof.
Clark are consultant in Medical Oncology at
Clatterbridge Cancer Centre, Merseyside,

UK. The other two editors, Dr. Young and Prof.
Selby work at the St. James’s Institute of
Oncology University Hospital, Leeds, UK.

The book has in total has 256 pages including
the index and references pages, divided into six
sections.  In total 47 relevant topics are discussed
and covered in the book divided in six sections.
The chapters in the book range from a minimum
of two topics per section to a maximum of 14
topics per section and each chapter is written by a
different author. Overall the book covers a range
important topics pertaining to cancer management, including
complications of systemic therapy and radiotherapy.

The first section of the book titled “Perspectives in the
Development of Acute Oncology”

open the book and sets the scene perfectly for the readers,
sketching in details the most recent and advance developments in
the area of acute oncology. The section includes chapters that
provide UK readers a perspective on the management of acute
oncological conditions outside the country from the United States,
Canada and Australasia. This section also includes chapters
detailing on how to stratify acute oncological emergencies and
their management in a HDU setting.  In total this section includes
11 chapters. The 2nd chapter of the book is titled “Complications
of Systemic Therapy” and is by far the longest section of the book
and includes 14 chapters. This section of the book is very compre-
hensively written and covers a range of relevant and important
topics related to chemotherapy toxicities. I thoroughly enjoyed
reading this section as it succinctly covers all the commonly
encountered emergencies in the wards in cancer patients under-
going chemotherapy. I am sure the other readers of the book will
equally enjoy reading this section as much as I did including the
readers preparing for competitive medical exams. This section very
well covers in detail most of the topics that are required to be
known from an exam perspective, negating the need to look else-

where. The third section is titled “Complications of
Radiotherapy”. This section covers a range of radia-
tion induced toxicities of skin, lung and CNS and
includes 5 chapters in total. The fourth section of
the book is titled “Complications of Cancer” and is
the second longest section of the book including 12
interesting chapters. This section covers the
commonly encountered complications from cancer
disease including complications of cancer metastasis,
local and systemic complications, metabolic disor-
ders, and common surgical, cardiovascular and
peripheral nervous system emergencies. I liked
reading the included topics in this section as it lends
a good overall generic perspective to the complica-

tions of various cancers. The fifth section of the book is titled
“Acute Palliative Care and Pain Control” and includes two chapters
on pain management and neuropathic cancer pain management.
This section provides readers an insight into the patho-physiology
of the origin of pain in cancer and the current available manage-
ment options. The last section of the book is titled “Patients in
Clinical Trials” and includes three chapters. This section has topics
that cover management of acute toxicities in clinical trials,
recording and reporting of adverse events in the context of clinical
trials and issues around informed consent in clinical trials. The
issues covered in this section are important for clinicians to know,
and therefore, I feel the book winds up on a very good note
covering a range of topics of academic and clinical relevance.

Overall, I have found this to be a very well written, easy to read
and very informative. I would definitely recommend this book as a
good starting point to all the clinicians, allied health care profes-
sionals involved in dealing with cancer management and junior
doctors involved in the management of cancer patients in the
Oncology wards.

Tasadooq Hussain BA (Edu.) MD MRCS; ST4 General and
Colorectal Surgical Registrar; Honorary Clinical Tutor – Hull York
Medical School; South Tyneside District General Hospital;
Northern Deanery; UK.

BOOK REVIEWS

KEY REFERENCE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF ACUTE ONCOLOGY SERVICES
From the Foreword The Importance of Acute Oncology to Cancer Patients
....There remains a need to ensure that practitioners are fully informed and kept up to date with
the appropriate clinical care to be provided in the setting of acute oncology. It is also necessary
to ensure a continuing developmental dialogue on the best way to deliver acute oncology
services in a hard-pressed healthcare service. For these reasons, this text on acute oncology is
particularly helpful and timely. It will serve as a valuable resource for those who have to
continue to develop an excellent acute oncology service, as well as providing a source of
training and updates for clinicians working in this challenging clinical area. 
Michael Richards, Sean Duffy 
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