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News update
Latest developments on products and services from the industry. To have your news included contact Patricia McDonnell on
patricia@oncologynews.biz or T/F:+44 (0)288 289 7023.

Radiotherapy practitioners in Russia can receive
local-language training on advanced treatment
planning techniques thanks to an initiative by
Varian Medical Systems. Varian is introducing
courses at a specially-equipped facility within
one of Russia’s leading cancer centres, Blokhin
Russian Scientific Center of Oncology in
Moscow. The first course took place in May
2012. 

“The Russian government is investing in
modern radiotherapy equipment to treat its
growing cancer population and it is crucial that
clinical teams are trained in the safe and
effective use of Varian products and in the
advanced treatment planning techniques that
drive today’s fast and precise treatments,” says
Jens Groll, Varian’s EMEA education manager.
“Blokhin Russian Scientific Center of Oncology

kindly made the space available for us to equip
a room with ten workstations and our Eclipse®

treatment planning software, and we hope to
run up to ten courses a year, accommodating
nine students at a time.”  

Professor, Academic M.I. Davidov, director of
Blokhin Russian Scientific Center of Oncology,
says, “Our oncology centre is already the
training base for local medical schools and
universities and Varian courses conducted here
will do a great deal to increase the qualification
level of Russian-speaking medical physicists
and radiation oncologists.”

For further information contact: 
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com

Nottingham City Hospital, part of the Nottingham University Hospital
NHS Trust, has installed a SOMATOM® Definition AS CT system to
provide robust oncology diagnosis, provide efficient and lower dose
interventional procedures and to offer cardiac imaging. It is being used
for routine oncology and vascular procedures and will also facilitate
cardiac imaging. 

The SOMATOM Definition AS provides fast and accurate diagnosis
and is highly suitable to routine diagnostic work and complex
examinations including oncology, neurology and cardiology. Due to its
wide bore it eases the examination procedure for patients traditionally
difficult to image, such as children, the bariatric and those suffering
from claustrophobia. 

The system also offers applications and functionality to help keep
dose to a minimum. Fully Assisting Scanner Technologies are designed
to make time-consuming and complex procedures faster. Alongside
Combined Applications to Reduce Exposure, the system offers excellent
image quality at the lowest possible dose. 

“With the Definition AS CT system we are hoping to perform some
cardiac imaging, and the new scanner will be better able to cope with
vascular and more routine procedures,” said Paul Holland, CT
Superintendent Radiographer at Nottingham City Hospital. 

For further information visit: http://www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare

Nottingham City Hospital bowled over by Siemens CT system

Approximately 90 MOSAIQ® users from across the
United Kingdom convened in Crawley, UK in April
2012 to participate in Elekta’s MOSAIQ Users
Meeting, which updated customers on the latest
improvements available in MOSAIQ Oncology
Information System. A highlight on the conference
was MOSAIQ IQ Scripts™.

MOSAIQ IQ Scripts provides workflow
management functionality by implementing script-
based protocols for automating common tasks,
adding security warnings, user actions or prompts. An IQ Script is started
from a trigger, such as a button in a dialog on screen, which acts as the
IQ Script launch point. An IQ Script has one or more linked activities, each

activity serving as a building block in the workflow –
from consult to treatment to follow-up. IQ Scripts
can be customised to meet the unique needs of the
clinic, delivering greater control and efficiency across
the entire oncology workflow. 

“IQ Scripts enables us to automatically create a
Quality Checklist [QCL] item and automatically
generate assessment forms each time an order is
generated or QCL item completed,” says Peter Enever
Advanced Practitioner, at St. James’s Institute of

Oncology, Leeds, U.K. 
For further information contact: Patrick Greally, Elekta Limited,

T: +44 (1293) 654 462, E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com

Automating, customising workflow are highlights of Elekta’s UK MOSAIQ users
meeting

Varian introduces radiotherapy treatment planning courses in Russian 
cancer centre

Nottingham City Hospital, part of the Nottingham University Hospital NHS Trust,
has installed a SOMATOM® Definition AS CT system from Siemens Healthcare. (L-
R) Shaun Dykes, Senior Radiographer; Dr Khalid Latief, Consultant Radiologist;
Sara Bharmal, Radiology Services Manager; Paul Holland, Superintendent
Radiographer; Liz Bowness (lying down), previous Senior CT Radiographer &
Assistant Radiology Manager; Samit Patel, England and Nottinghamshire County
cricketer; Marie Hodgskiss, Assistant Radiology Manager; Peter Homa, Chief
Executive NUH and Sarah Sandhu, Regional Sales Manager at Siemens Healthcare.
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A 51-year-old male became the first person to
benefit from a radiation therapy technique that
provides exceptional precision and high-speed
delivery. Clinicians at St. James’s University
Hospital (Leeds, U.K.) used Elekta’s Agility™*
multileaf collimator (MLC) and Elekta
Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy (VMAT) to
treat the patient’s tongue cancer. The
combination of Agility and VMAT – a technique
to deliver radiation in high-speed arcs –
reduced the time it takes to deliver the radiation
beams from five minutes down to just two
minutes.

Recently released for sale across Europe,
Agility uses 160 tungsten leaves to shape
beams of radiation as therapeutic doses are
delivered from different angles around the

patient. The five-millimeter wide leaves of Agility are
capable of traveling at twice the speed of those in a
conventional MLC, and enable better conformance to
the shape of the tumours. 

“Using Agility and VMAT, we’ve been able to
significantly reduce treatment times,” says John Lilley,
physicist at St. James’s, part of The Leeds Teaching
Hospitals NHS Trust. “For this particular tongue cancer
patient, the VMAT delivery was three minutes quicker
– two minutes versus five minutes – than the regular
conformal plan..”

*Agility is not licensed for sale in all markets. 
Please contact your local representative for details. 

For further information contact: Patrick Greally,
Elekta Limited,  T: +44 (1293) 654 462 
E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com

UK cancer patient is world’s first to benefit from treatment combining
Elekta’s new beam-shaping innovation and high-speed Arc Therapy

NanoString Technologies names Bruce Seeley Senior Vice President & General
Manager, Diagnostics

NanoString Technologies, Inc., a privately held
provider of life science tools for translational
research and developer of molecular
diagnostics, today announced the
appointment of Bruce J Seeley as Senior Vice
President & General Manager, Diagnostics. In
this role, Mr Seeley will have responsibility for
providing strategic direction and commercial
leadership for NanoString’s newly formed
Diagnostics business, including the global
launch of its genomic test for breast cancer
based on the PAM50 gene signature
following regulatory clearance. 

Mr Seeley joins NanoString with more than
20 years of US and global oncology-focused
experience. Most recently, he was Executive
Vice President, Commercial at Seattle

Genetics, where he built and led the
commercial organisation and successfully
launched the company’s first product:
ADCETRIS, a targeted therapy for lymphoma.
Before joining Seattle Genetics in 2009 he
worked for Genentech (a wholly owned
member of the Roche Group), most recently
as Senior Director, Marketing, HER2 Brands,
where he led the launch of HERCEPTIN in
adjuvant breast cancer.  From 2000 to 2004,
Mr Seeley worked for Aventis Pharma in
increasing roles of responsibility, including
Senior Director of New Product
Commercialisation and Licensing, Global
Marketing, Oncology. 

More information is available at
www.NanoString.com.

Cancer Experts Detail Treatments using TrueBeam System to Reduce
Number of Treatment Sessions and Take Better Account of Motion  
European cancer experts have reported their
progress with promising new radiosurgical
techniques for treating cancer and other
conditions using new linear accelerator
technology from Varian Medical Systems.
Speakers at Varian’s Emerging Technologies
Symposium at the annual ESTRO conference
detailed their experiences with fast hypo-
fractionated treatments for prostate patients
and RapidArc® Radiosurgery for intracranial
and central nervous system indications. 

Dr Filippo Alongi, radiation oncologist at
Humanitas Cancer Center in Rozzano-Milan,
reported that he has used hypo-fractionation
to reduce the number of treatment sessions for
prostate cancer from 30 to as few as five.  The
centre is equipped with Varian’s versatile
TrueBeam system for radiotherapy and
radiosurgery.  

“Our work at Humanitas is demonstrating
that hypo-fractionation with TrueBeam is a
precise and fast option for prostate cancer

patients,” said Dr Alongi. “Each treatment
is delivered in under five minutes and this
compares very favorably against dedicated
radiosurgical tools which can take 45
minutes per treatment session.”

Dr Ufuk Abacioglu of Neolife Medical
Center in Istanbul presented on the use of
frameless, singe-fraction RapidArc®

Radiosurgery for intracranial and central
nervous system treatments, including
malignant and benign tumours, vascular
abnormalities and functional disorders.  

*Devices mentioned in this press release may not have
obtained regulatory clearance yet or are currently not
available in all markets. 

For further information contact: 
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com
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HCG Cancer Centre, the first hospital in India to
introduce clinical treatments using an advanced
TrueBeam™ treatment system from Varian
Medical Systems, has conducted a workshop
focusing on stereotactic body radiotherapy
(SBRT) for treating cancers of the lung, liver,
spine, and prostate.  More than 150 specialists
from across India attended the medical meeting
in Ahmedabad.

“This meeting enabled our fellow oncologists
to learn more about advanced radiotherapy
treatments while sharing their own
experiences,” said Dr BS Ajaikumar, chairman of
the HCG group. “SBRT is helping hospitals such
as ours to offer more advanced treatments for
hard-to-treat diseases such as lung and liver
cancer while bringing down the time the
patient needs to spend being treated. Such
techniques are making a real difference for
cancer patients globally and we want to see
greater accessibility for patients across India.”      

Designed to treat cancer more precisely and
faster than with Varian’s previous technology,
TrueBeam was installed at the HCG Cancer
Centre earlier this year and clinicians have used

it to deliver numerous treatments. Among the
techniques for which TrueBeam is optimised is
SBRT, which precisely targets tumours while
minimising the exposure of surrounding healthy
tissues and organs. This makes it possible to
deliver higher doses in fewer treatment
sessions, thereby making the machine available
for more patients.

For further information contact: 
Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068,
E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com

NBTR are working
with patients and
charity brainstrust 

The National Brain and CNS Tumour Registry
(NBTR) are working with patients and charity
brainstrust, to give patients easier access to
information held about their tumour.

Through an online portal, patients will be
able to sit down with a clinician and view
information that will help them understand
their situation and be more informed
partners in their care.

Patients can also feed back data about
their quality of life to their clinical team,
generating an unprecedented resource both
for the team and for the wider brain tumour
community.

Helping patients to access their healthcare
records is becoming more common and has
well-documented benefits, as described in
the recent Department of Health information
strategy – The Power of Information.

All information will be accessed within a
specially tailored, relevant supportive
environment, provided by the brain tumour
charity brainstrust. Patients, clinical groups
including the NCRI, NCIN and individual
centres, and charities including Macmillan
have shown their support for the project. It is
recognised that this portal will be a valuable
resource that will grow as data flows improve
across the NHS. 

The portal is being pilot tested at several
sites across the UK, if you, or your centre is
interested in taking part in this pilot please
contact Anne Swift at the NBTR.

For further information 
E: anne.swift2@nhs.net or visit
www.brainstrust.org.uk

Austrian medical centre upgrades cancer 
treatment system, improves patient care with
Elekta’s Agility beam-shaping device 

Health professionals get guidance on how to care for young adults with cancer

Requiring only a quick upgrade to their Elekta
Synergy® linear accelerator, physicians at SALK
and Paracelsus Medical University (Salzburg,
Austria) began using the new Agility™* 160-
leaf multileaf collimator (MLC), treating 33
patients on its first day. Now in its second
month of Agility use, the centre is treating up
to 50 patients daily. 

Agility recently was released for sale,
enabling medical centres across Europe and
other regions to adopt the technology for their
patients with cancer. 

Clinicians at the Salzburg clinic report that
the Agility MLC’s new design provides them
with more precise dose sculpting capabilities
and remarkably lower non-therapeutic
radiation dose delivered to the patient. 

“In several several prostate cancer cases,
we’ve calculated a measurable improvement in
dose shaping precision with Agility’s high-
resolution, five millimeter leaves,” says Felix
Sedlmayer, MD, Professor and Chairman,
Department of Radiotherapy and Radio-
Oncology. “This greater precision improves our
ability to focus radiation to the tumour, while
strictly limiting exposure to surrounding critical

structures such as the rectum and bladder.
“We were astonished at the amount of healthy
tissue dose reduction we could achieve,” he
adds. “This capacity theoretically enables us to
improve outcomes and reduce the potential for
complications.”

Agility MLC is offered in new systems or as
an upgrade to existing treatment systems. For
more information, visit www.elekta.com/agility. 

**Agility is not licensed for sale in all markets. Approval of
indications may vary between different countries. Additional
regulatory clearances may be required in some markets.

For further information contact: 
Patrick Greally, Elekta Limited,
T: +44 (1293) 654 462,
E: Patrick.Greally@elekta.com

Teenage Cancer Trust and TYAC (Teenagers and
Young Adults with Cancer) have joined forces
to publish the very first Blueprint of Care for
health professionals who care for teenagers
and young adults with cancer. This vital
guidance sets out that an age appropriate
approach to care which is individually tailored
to meet their unique physical and psychosocial
needs must be fulfilled. 

This long awaited publication brings
together for the first time the expertise and
knowledge of healthcare professionals who
have been leading in Teenage and Young Adult
cancer care for the past 20 years in the UK
from within the NHS and independent sectors.

Published and funded by Teenage Cancer
Trust and TYAC, who are the only UK
membership organisation of professionals

involved in the care of young people with
cancer, the Blueprint of Care for Teenagers and
Young Adults with Cancer provides practical
advice, guidance and tips for anyone working
with young cancer patients aged 16-24 and
captures the ‘essence’ of age appropriate care. 

For further information visit:
www.teenagecancertrust.org or
www.tyac.org.uk

Advanced radiotherapy techniques explored at 
educational events in India
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