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The charity Brain Tumour Research 
has reached an important 
landmark with the opening of a 
new research centre in London.

The launch of a ground-breaking 
partnership with Imperial College 
Healthcare NHS Trust (London) means 
the charity is more than half-way towards 
its aim of creating a network of seven 
dedicated research centres.

Patients, carers, scientists, clinicians and 
charities from across the UK gathered at 
the Burlington Danes building adjacent 
to Hammersmith Hospital, for the official 
launch of the Centre of Excellence 
on 24th September. It joins centres at 
Queen Mary University of London, and at 
universities in Portsmouth and Plymouth, 
to become the fourth funded by Brain 
Tumour Research.

The charity’s Chief Executive, Sue 
Farrington Smith, said: “This new centre 
brings a welcome and timely boost to 
long-term sustainable and continuous 
research into brain tumours. It is also a 
great milestone as it signifies we are more 
than half-way on our journey to create 
seven dedicated research centres. This 
number will ensure there is a critical mass 
of researchers who will bring us closer 
to a cure. With the assistance of our 
supporters and member charities, we will 
continue to work on behalf of the 16,000 
people who are diagnosed with a brain 
tumour each year in order to fund the 
fight.

“Brain tumours kill more children and 
adults under the age of 40 than any other 
cancer … yet just 1% of the national spend 
on cancer research is allocated to this 
devastating disease. This is unacceptable!” 

The new centre was chosen after a 
rigorous selection process including 
international peer review. While existing 

centres are led by neuroscientists, Imperial 
College Healthcare NHS Trust’s is the first 
in the charity’s network to be headed 
up by a pioneering brain surgeon, Kevin 
O’Neill.

Earlier this year Mr O’Neill, consultant 
neurosurgeon at Imperial College 
Healthcare NHS Trust’s Charing Cross 
Hospital, was part of a team who used an 
“intelligent” knife – or iKnife to diagnose 
abnormal tissue during an operation to 
remove a brain tumour. It was the first 
time it had been used in Europe.

Mr O’Neill was consultant to John 
Fulcher who was lost to a glioblastoma 
multiforme (GBM) in June 2001 at the age 
of 52. John’s widow Wendy went on to set 
up the Brain Tumour Research Campaign 
(BTRC) and is now chairman of Brain 
Tumour Research.

“John and I had been married for 16 
years,” said Wendy, 63, from West London. 
“When John was ill and after his death I 
learnt how little was known about brain 
tumours and how little research funding 
was available. Brain tumour research was 
seriously under-funded and I was shocked 
to learn there was no national charity 
dedicated to this area.

“There was nothing Kevin or I could 
do to save John but by launching my 
own charity and later becoming chair of 
trustees at Brain Tumour Research, I felt 
perhaps some good might come from 
bad – and it is helping Kevin and others 
who are able to tackle the terrible effects 
of the disease, and save others from the 
suffering that John and so many others 
have endured,” she said.

Mr O’Neill said: “I continue to be 
astounded by the courage of patients and 
their families, none more so than in the 
case of Wendy who, in her grief, has found 
great depths of drive and determination 
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Neurosurgeon Kevin O'Neill who leads the new Brain 
Tumour Research Centre of Exellence.
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to ensure our work has a future. We must 
fight this disease until we have a cure and 
we remain committed to doing all we can 
to improve outcomes for our patients.

“As a brain surgeon, it’s my job to go 
in and remove brain tumours, but I know 
all too well that this isn’t enough to 
remove the cancer. Working with a team 
of researchers, we are exploring novel 
treatments to halt brain tumour cell 
invasion into healthy brain tissue.

“I am delighted to be working with 
Brain Tumour Research to help push 
forward scientific frontiers to bring us 
closer to a cure.”

Among those who attended the event 
was author Marion Coutts, who read 
an extract from The Iceberg, which won 
The Wellcome Book Prize 2015 and is a 
memoir about the diagnosis, illness and 
death of her husband, the art critic Tom 
Lubbock who died of a brain tumour in 
January 2011. 

The research and fundraising 
partnership between Brain Tumour 
Research and the Trust aims to raise 
£1 million a year towards new studies 
involving clinicians at the Trust’s neuro-
oncology unit at Charing Cross Hospital 
working with scientists from Imperial 
College London.

The occasion also saw the unveiling 
of a new “Wall of Hope”. Each day of 
research costs £2,740 and is represented 

by unique tiles on the wall which are 
dedicated to patients, their families, 
friends and corporate supporters.

The new centre is the second in 
London. Last year saw the opening of 
the Brain Tumour Research Centre of 
Excellence at Queen Mary University 
of London. Research here is focused on 
GBM and is led by Professor Silvia Marino, 
a leading brain tumour scientist and 
neuropathologist working within Queen 
Mary’s Blizard Institute.

Also opened in 2014, the Brain 
Tumour Research Centre of Excellence 
at Plymouth University sits within the 
Peninsula Schools of Medicine and 
Dentistry. The team here, led by Professor 
Oliver Hanemann has a world-leading 
track record in researching low-grade 
brain tumours occurring in teenagers and 
adults. By identifying and understanding 
the mechanism that makes a cell become 
cancerous, the team explores ways in 
which to halt or reverse that mechanism. 
A key innovation is fast track: testing 
new drugs in human primary cell cultures 
leading to innovative phase 0 trials 
leading to adaptive phase II/III trials with 
the potential for making drug therapies 
available to patients both safely and 
faster.

The charity’s first centre was established 
at the University of Portsmouth in 2009 
and is now the largest dedicated brain 

tumour research centre in the UK under the 
leadership of Professor Geoff Pilkington. 
The centre has five research sub-groups 
which address different areas of brain 
tumour biology critical to the provision 
of knowledge which will underpin patient 
outcomes: childhood brain tumours, 
blood brain barrier (cancer metastasis 
and drug delivery), novel and re-purposed 
therapeutics, mitochondria and metabolism 
and tumour micro-environment.

Fundraising in its own right, Brain 
Tumour Research is also an umbrella 
charity, working in collaboration with 
member charities around the UK. Together 
with this network and supported by the 
fundraising achievements of Umbrella 
Groups and fundraisers across the UK, 
some £4 million was raised in 2014 to 
fund both brain tumour research and to 
provide support for patients and families. 
The charity is striving to fund a network 
of seven dedicated research centres whilst 
challenging the government and larger 
cancer charities to invest more in brain 
tumour research.

To donate £5 to help the work of  
Brain Tumour Research, text  

RSCH01 £5 to 70070. 
www.braintumourresearch.org
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