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Awards and Appointments

At this summer’s British Neuro-
Oncology Society (BNOS) conference
in Durham, David Walker, Professor

of Paediatric Oncology at the Children’s
Brain Tumour Research Centre at University
of Nottingham and the Society’s newly
appointed President, outlined his desire to
focus on brain tumours in the young for the
year ahead.

Professor Walker highlighted the
immense consequences of brain tumours in
children – the commonest form of solid
tumour in the young – and its danger to life
and quality of life for sufferers and survivors.

Over 70% of children who develop a
brain tumour now survive the disease with
improved treatments, but many suffer
varying degrees of damage to their quality
of life, owing to the vulnerability of the
brain. Around 60% of the survivors of brain
tumours in the young are moderately or
severely disabled as a result and this leads to
significant healthcare needs throughout
their subsequent lives.   

In countering the difficulties faced by
children with brain tumours, Professor
Walker points to the success of sustained
international efforts to conduct trials of
new therapies in the children over the past
three decades, and the recent launch of the
UK Headsmart campaign to raise awareness
of the need for speed in diagnosing a
tumour:

“Survival rates in children with brain
tumours have increased dramatically since

the 1990s when approximately 50% of
children would be expected to recover.
Since then, new treatments have been
introduced through trials, which are saving
lives. The HeadSmart Campaign seeks to
accelerate diagnosis which we hope will
save vision and reducing damage to
dexterity and mobility.”  By creating a forum
for the discussion of research and treatment
at BNOS conferences, Professor Walker
hopes to increase these success rates
further across the age groups by sharing
experiences of applying research into
practice: 

“Headsmart is the first campaign of its

kind in the world and aims to speed up
diagnosis of brain tumours with the aim of
minimising the risk of progressive brain
damage due to sustained tumour growth
during delays in initiating the scans
necessary for diagnosis.  

“We need to understand the causes of
brain tumours in the young and develop
strategies to minimise the likelihood of
them recurring. I’d like to see BNOS become
a focus point for the discussion of research
and treatment for paediatric neuro-
oncology as well as adult neuro-oncology
by hosting working groups and developing
paediatric track in the conferences in the
future. At our next conference I aim to build
upon the work of Geoff Pilkington, my
predecessor in expanding the scope of the
BNOS conferences to include paediatric and
adult nursing, as well as medical and
scientific disciplines involved in brain
tumour research and care across the age
groups.” n

The next BNOS conference is
scheduled for 9th – 11th July 2014 
at Liverpool John Moores University’s
Art & Design Academy. Those wishing
to attend or learn more about the
work of the Society should contact
administrator@bnos.org.uk or visit

http://www.bnos.org.uk/
conference.html 

New BNOS President to focus on brain tumours in children

Nominees will be Cancer Researchers from European
countries with no more than 15 years post doctoral
experience and a record of employment in Europe of

at least five years.
The winner will give the prestigious Pezcoller Foundation

– EACR Cancer Researcher Award Lecture at EACR-23 in
Munich, 5th – 8th July, 2014, and receive a prize of
€10,000.

The award will be presented for the second time at EACR-
23 and at future EACR biennial congresses.

Nominations are invited from scientists who are involved
in cancer research or have been affiliated with any institu-
tion, cancer medicine or cancer-related biomedical science.
Self nominations cannot be accepted.

Deadline for receipt of nominations: 
December 31st 2013. For further information visit:

http://eacr23.eacr.org

Pezcoller Foundation – EACR Cancer
Researcher Award Lecture
Celebrating academic excellence and
achievements in the field of cancer
research

New Journal Reviewer for Oncology News

Professor David Walker

Dr Sunil Upadhyay is a Consultant Clinical Oncologist
at Queen’s Centre for Oncology, Castle Hill Hospital,
Hull. He graduated from Lucknow, India. After post-
graduate training in Clinical Oncology from Delhi
University, he had further training at Beatson Cancer
Centre, Glasgow and Royal Berkshire Hospital,
Reading before coming to Hull in 1992. His main areas
of interest are the management of breast and lung
cancers. He is a senior clinical tutor for undergraduate
medical students from Hull & York Medical School and
post graduate trainees in clinical oncology. He has a
keen interest in research and has been principle investigator for many trials. He
has been speaker at many oncological meetings/conferences and has over 100
publications in national & international journals. He has been Clinical Director of
the QCOH and Chairman of the Joint Hospital Medical Staff Committee, HEY. He
is member of many national and international cancer organisations. Currently,
he is Chairman of the North of England Oncology Association and Secretary of
the East Yorkshire Oncology Association. He has also been on expert advisory
boards for many pharmaceutical companies. Dr Upadhyay will join the Journal
Review Panel reviewing the following journals for us: The Lancet, the
International journal of Radiation Oncology and New England Journal of
Medicine.
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