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Question: Could you tell us what led you to
the conclusion that there was a need for
another Cancer Conference? 

Answer: First of all, it is indisputable that
this is an exciting time in medicine in
general and oncology in particular. The
discovery of new knowledge is
unprecedentedly accelerating, while on the
other hand we live in an electronic age with
access to a plethora of sources of medical
information. New observations and research
results find more rapid clinical applications
than ever before. 

Question: Are you implying that cancer
conferences taking place worldwide today
are not sufficient in number or effective in
their geographical distribution?

Answer: No, I would not say that. The point
I like to make is that, although a number of
international oncological conferences take
place in Europe and USA, they are either
exclusively organised around disease-
specific tracks (i.e. breast, GI, lung, GU) or
they are large meetings mainly designed to
attract original and often preliminary basic
research findings and clinical information. 

Question: What is wrong with that?  

Answer: Nothing, of course. But practising
oncologists, bombarded with such a
plethora of findings and information, find
themselves in a challenging situation of
having to synthesise and digest a high
volume of arguable literature and
information related to their everyday clinical
practice. The findings of market research of
the European oncology community carried
out from November 2009 to January 2010, at
the planning stage of the conference
supports this statement. 

Question: And how can the Excellence in
Oncology conference help alleviate this
situation?

Answer: Excellence in Oncology,
inaugurated in Athens, Greece, in November
2010, was designed with the aforementioned
needs of the oncology community in mind.
It is a conference providing the latest results
of clinical trials, interpreting them and
providing didactic teaching to help clinical
oncologists apply the results to their
practice. 

Question: It sounds like the EiO conference
represents an overview of the most relevant
advances in clinical practice in oncology.

Answer: Absolutely. The conference has a

largely educational character, providing
oncologists and senior trainees with the
latest knowledge that can be applied and
leveraged to the benefit of their patients. 

Question: How often do you plan to run
your conferences and on what grounds?

Answer: Excellence in Oncology is a world-
class series of annual educational
conferences that are demand-driven,
research-based and solution-focused. They
are meant to provide the latest thinking and
clinical solutions. They are characterised by
excellence in content, excellence in speakers
and excellence in delivery; in other words, a
showcase of the pioneering developments in
the world of cancer medicine.

Question: Is there a secret behind the
confidence in your statements?

Answer: No secrets or magic tricks. I am
revealing to you the most powerful elements
of the Excellence in Oncology conference:
• the scientific programme is designed by

the leading global oncologists, the who’s
who of international cancer medicine
experts, and produced exclusively for
their peers and colleagues to collectively
learn from their latest developments and
discoveries  

• away from the traditional lecture based
model, we developed a conference that
puts multidisciplinary concept,
networking and knowledge transfer at
the heart of its design 

• we strive to achieve what few
conferences do, change doctors' practice
post-meeting, based on clinical evidence,
trial results, guidelines, so that cancer

patients enjoy uniformly better care
• we have restricted the participation to

1500 delegates, introduced networking
‘hotspots’, increased delegate/speaker
interaction and incorporated case-based
interactive discussions to create a truly
unique learning environment

Question: What is the target audience of
Excellence in Oncology?

Answer: The conference addresses a
multidisciplinary audience, including
mainly, but not exclusively, medical
oncologists, surgical oncologists and
radiation oncologists. Pathologists,
radiologists and translational-oriented
researchers are also included. Said in a
single phrase, the aim of the conference is to
be the one-stop-shop for all cancer
specialists. It is also intentionally aimed at
the best young oncologists of all specialties
just finishing or who have recently finished
training.

Question: What is the venue and what are
the exact dates of the 2nd Excellence in
Oncology conference?

Answer: The 2nd Excellence in Oncology
conference is scheduled to take place in
Istanbul between 22nd and 25th of
February, 2012. All relevant details about the
event can be found in www.excellence-in-
oncology.org
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