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In July this year, having completed
two years as President of the
British Neuro-oncology Society

(BNOS), I handed over, and with
some degree of relief (since this is a
time consuming as well as
rewarding role) because I could get
back to spending more time with my
own research team but also because I
had every confidence in my successor and
friend, Professor David Walker, in continuing
and nurturing the professional development of
BNOS. 

My association with BNOS has been long-
standing, indeed from its very origins in 1980 and its
first annual conference in 1981, initially under the
name of the British Glioma Group. BNOS, however,
is more than a UK-wide organisation aimed at
communication between individuals from various
disciplines who share a common professional
interest in tumours of the nervous system. Indeed, it
started a trend for similar societies and associations
to be formed in a number of other European nations.
It should be said that a similar model was set up
some years earlier in the USA by UCSF neurosurgeon
Charles Wilson, although this was only a vehicle for
annual meetings and this was organised on an
invitee only basis. This format became known as the
‘Asilomar’ series of conferences and, indeed, is still
active today under the banner of the series of
‘International Conferences on Brain Tumor Research
and Therapy’, the next of which will be held at Lake
Tahoe, California in the Spring of 2014. 

In Europe, by the beginning of the 1990s small
groups of brain tumour researchers and clinicians
were meeting informally at various other conferences
to discuss the merits of a pan-European organisation
which would primarily hold multidisciplinary neuro-
oncology conferences. Following a, now historic,
meeting in Pommersfelden, Bamberg, Germany, in
1994 the European Association of Neuro-oncology
(EANO) was established as a multidisciplinary
society devoted to Neuro-oncology with its adminis-
trative base in Brussels. In the same year, the first
EANO Congress was held in Maastricht with 180
participants. Today EANO has over 748 members
from more than 30 countries, in Europe and across
the world (North America, Asia and North Africa).
To date, EANO has organised nine biannual Scientific
Congresses: Maastricht in 1994, Würzburg in 1996,
Versailles in 1998, Copenhagen in 2000, Florence in
2002, Vienna in 2006, Barcelona in 2008, Maastricht
in 2010 and Marseille in 2012). In addition, a joint
EANO/World Federation for Neuro-Oncology
Conference was held in Edinburgh in May 2005.
EANO is part of the World Federation of Neuro-
Oncology, which is comprised of EANO, the Society
of Neuro-oncology (SNO) which represents North
America and Asian Society of Neuro-oncology

(ASNO), which represents member
nations from throughout Asia.

Today, EANO represents all clinical
and scientific disciplines involved in
the research, diagnosis and treatment
of primary tumours of the nervous

system and of neurological complica-
tions of extra-neural cancers. The

interest in CNS tumours is increasing due
to developments in molecular biology,

neuroimaging and treatment options, including
lower toxicity and targeted therapeutics. EANO now
co-operates with the various national Neuro-
oncology societies throughout Europe. This is facili-
tated by a recently constituted specific committee
composed of Presidents/Chairs of the national
Societies/Associations/Groups, which meets during
the bi-annual EANO congresses to stimulate interna-
tional co-operation in research and clinical training
and practice. 

EANO stimulates interaction and co-operation
within a multidisciplinary society with varied educa-
tional programs. Competitive grants are offered for
EANO Congress attendance, as well as for visits to
departments and clinical fellowships. Like BNOS,
EANO Congresses also include an Educational Day.
An additional, EORTC-EANO-ESMO educational
meeting is held biannually in Eastern Europe. EANO
is also a member of the European CanCer
Organisation (ECCO) and is involved in the educa-
tional programmes and an accreditation system. A
common EU project with ECCO on oncological inves-
tigations has also been implemented. 

EANO Congresses are organised every other year.
Scientific and educational programs as well as
invited speakers delivering “state of the art” lectures
make up the core programme. There are also
sessions for nurses and related health groups and
meetings with members from the new European
countries and North Africa. Proffered papers and
posters cover all scientific fields of Neuro-oncology.
The EANO website offers current news on Neuro-
oncology, and monthly case discussions for contin-
uing medical education are offered.

The EANO Board, which consists of professionals
from the different specialities within the field of
Neuro-oncology, is elected biannually, while the
Scientific Committee is involved in compiling the
congress programmes and also provides advice in
scientific matters. Open positions for all positions of
EANO are regularly announced on the website. At
the AGM of the last EANO conference in Marseille
(2012), I was elected to the Executive Board of the
Association, having previously served on the scien-
tific board several years earlier. In this capacity I hold
joint responsibility, with Professor Martin Taphoorn
(The Hague, Netherlands) for Education and, as a
scientist member, represent and foster the enhance-
ment of scientific endeavour in the activities of
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What does BioMedES do?

EANO. To these ends Martin and I are expanding education
opportunities for the EANO membership within the field of
Neuro-oncology. This includes provision and extension of the
bursary scheme and fostering relationships with financially
less advantaged regions of Europe to integrate them into our
programme of activities.

Under the present leadership of Professor Riccardo Soffietti
(Turin), the President of EANO, a number of recent changes to
EANO have facilitated further professionalization and effi-
ciency. The EANO office is now located in the Vienna Medical
Academy buildings in Austria where an excellent team provide
a highly professional and efficient service to the Association.
Re-branding to refresh the look of EANO and all EANO docu-
ments with a unified brand and logo is also in progress to
include re-launching the website- making it more user-friendly
and up to date on issues within Neuro Oncology. The open
access EANO Magazine for EANO members was also launched
under the editorial guidance of immediate Past President of
EANO, Professor Wolfgang Grisold (Vienna) which provides a
range of topical presentations on highly readable key research
and clinical areas of the discipline. �

With regard to the Neuro-oncology conference
agenda, the 4th Quadrennial meeting of the World
Federation of Neuro-oncology will be held in
conjunction with the 2013 Scientific meeting and
Education Day of the Society for Neuro-oncology in
San Francisco on 21-24 November 2013
(http://www.soc-neuro-onc.org/2013-world-federa-
tion-mee/). The next BNOS conference,
Contemporary Approaches to Paediatric and Adult
Brain Tumours will be held at Liverpool John Moores
University’s Art and Design Academy on 9th-11th
July 2014 (http://www.bnos.org.uk/conference.html)
and the 11th EANO Congress will be held in Turin,
Italy in October 2014. Further information is avail-
able on the EANO website: www.eano.eu.

Membership of the Association is paid biannually
and, if you are not already a member of SNO, offers
the added benefit of a free subscription to the key
journal of our discipline, Neuro-oncology (IF is
currently 6.180).

Membership or general enquiries can be made either
through the EANO website of by contacting:

Eileen Smith, M.A. | EANO Office 
Vienna Medical Academy
Alser Straße 4
A-1090 Vienna Austria
Tel. +43 1 405 1383 31
Fax. +43 1 407 8274
Email: office@eano.eu 
Website: www.eano.eu
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