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FROM THE EDITOR

Oncology News – Its Future

It is with regret that Patricia McDonnell, 
Founder and Managing Editor of Oncology 
News, has given up publishing this journal that 

has run successfully for a decade. She, along with 
her husband Grant, have done a wonderful job in 
providing one of the best updating publications 
in cancer in the world. She had previously worked 
on a similar journal that did much the same for 
ENT specialists, but cancer is a much wider field 
with a far greater readership. 

During all this, Patricia has had three children, 
and her family demands are now very high, so she 
decided to go back to her training in accounts 
with a local firm for a steadier job! As a result, 
there has been a hiatus since June unfortunately 
with neither a May/June nor a July/August 
issue emerging. This was largely due to much 
deliberation on my part in finally deciding to 
continue publishing Oncology News. But it will 
have to change, particularly in the printing and 
distribution of the hardcopy version, which in this 
day and age is mostly unnecessary for a journal 
freely accessible online. The journal will now 
become a partner to another cancer journal I 
recently created, namely Cancer Hypotheses, also 
designed as a forum for discussion on ideas about 
all aspects of cancer, including critical reviews of 
previous or extant hypotheses. It is also freely 
accessible online (www.cancerhypotheses.org.
uk) and is a publication run by my biomedical 
editing company, BioMedES UK (www.biomedes.
co.uk). Our Oncology News web manager and 
designer will remain with us for some time, but 
work will probably be transferred directly to 
BioMedES in 2018. It looks as if we have retained 
our assistant editors, reviewers, and other 
contributors, which is a much welcome relief. 
Thus while we will continue to publish updating 
articles on cancer, we will continue to publish 
notices of conferences, seminars, workshops, 
courses and events relevant to the field of cancer 
in its broadest sense, and will be glad to receive 
commercial advertisements as in the past. One 
small change will be needed to help defray 
the costs incurred by BioMedES, particularly at 
this time of transition; we will have to charge a 
nominal fee for all articles and contributions (£35, 
US$50,40 euros), but commercial advertisements 
will either remain in line with previous charges or 
can now be individually negotiated.

Oncology News has published many germaine 
and topical papers on a wide range of cancer 
issues. Submissions are particularly important to 
us at this juncture; I invite everyone to contribute 
to ensure that we continue to deliver as diligently 
in the future as to date. We are also keen to 

receive papers on proposed investigations, the 
setting up of clinical trials, etc., i.e. prospective 
as well as retrospective articles. Those of a more 
theoretical nature will also be considered for 
Cancer Hypotheses, if the author agrees. Like the 
latter journal, we would welcome the submission 
of some controversial papers to Oncology News 
(see below), since to date there has been little 
feedback. A section will be devoted to comments 
on our published articles and the questions they 
often raise. 

My hope is that we can progress steadily 
as before, providing useful information and 
findings in the field of cancer, as well as being a 
“notice-board” of events for readers to see which 
conferences and workshops are in the offing. I 
have enjoyed my time as editor and find writing 
editorials challenging; however, this ensures that 
I keep my grey matter alive on aspects of the 
subject, on which I have researched throughout 
my entire career (and am still researching). There 
are always some surprises cropping up about 
cancer, some of which should stimulate further 
research. One particular article in mind is that 
by Söderqvist et al. relating to the possibility 
that even the weak Rf emitted by mobile phones 
increases the incidence of brain tumours, notably 
on the side of the head to which the person 
mostly holds the phone. In my editorial based on 
it [1], the question was raised as to whether there 
is any substance in this finding. However, it will 
be another 5-10 years before sufficient time has 
elapsed to gauge this matter from the statistics, 
inevitably because carcinogenesis induced 
by weak agents can take 25 years or more for 
tumours to become properly manifest. Hopefully 
we will be able to update in due course if 
Oncology News has the same longevity!
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