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CONFERENCE NEWS

In November 2016 42 European 
experts met in Bergen, Norway at 
the 8th international workshop 

of the European Society of Skin 
Cancer Prevention (EUROSKIN) which 
took place together with the annual 
meeting for the Norwegian Society 
for Photobiology and Photomedicine 
(NOFFOF). This constellation enabled 
a lively discussion between experts of 
photobiology, coming from the lab, 
with epidemiologists and public health 
professionals dealing with primary and 
secondary prevention of skin cancer. 

One topic was the identification 
of biomarkers to quantify personal 
UV-exposure, to characterise risk 
groups for skin cancer and to detect 
biomarkers for early diagnosis and 
disease progression especially in 
secondary prevention of skin cancer. It 
turned out that body fluid associated 
miRNAs are very promising candidates 
for biomarkers to be used in skin cancer 
prevention and molecular epidemiology.

In a session about primary prevention 
the importance of combining behavioral 
changes (to decrease UV-exposure) 
and structural prevention (e.g. creating 
shade, reducing heat) was underlined. 
This will need a close collaboration 
between climate specialists, basic 
scientists, architects and city planners.

In the session about secondary 
prevention the effectiveness of skin 
cancer screening, including malignant 
melanoma, squamous cell carcinoma 
and basal cell carcinoma, was discussed 
and the need of education and training, 
to increase the effectiveness of the 
screening measurement, highlighted. 
Furthermore, it was pointed out that 
the success of screening efforts (for the 
non-melanocytic skin cancer, but also 
for malignant melanoma) should not 
only be measured in terms of mortality 
reduction, but to use alternative 
endpoints for evaluation, like morbidity 
or tumour specific severity scores. 

In a last session new communication 
concepts in skin cancer prevention were 
discussed as well as the difficulties to 

evaluate the effectiveness of primary 
prevention concepts. The experts agreed 
that evaluation concepts should always 
already be considered while creating an 
intervention project. 

During the workshop the preliminary 

draft of a 2nd Scientific Opinion: 
“Biological effects of ultraviolet radiation 
relevant to health with particular 
reference to sunbed use for cosmetic 
purposes”, which has been requested by 
the European Commission, DG Health 
and Food Safety, Scientific Committee on 
Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER), 
was introduced. The Opinion, which has 
been written by an expert group, was 
finalised in November 2016. 

The overall conclusion of the opinion 
states (beside others): UV is a complete 
carcinogen. There is strong evidence that 
sunbed exposure causes skin melanoma, 
squamous cell carcinoma and, to a lesser 
extent, basal cell carcinoma. There is no 
need to use sunbeds to induce vitamin 
D. There are no indications for threshold 
levels of UV-irradiance and UV-dose. 
There is no safe limit for UV irradiance 
from sunbeds.

EUROSKIN fully supports this overall 
conclusion as well as its scientific 
justification which has been given on 
about 100 pages in the opinion.

As usual EROSKIN will formulate 
recommendations to each topic which 
can be downloaded from the website 
www.euroskin.eu.

8th International Workshop of the European Society of Skin 
Cancer Prevention
Date: 3-4 November 2016. Venue: Bergen, Norway.

Prof. Terje Christensen welcomes experts from 9 European countries to the joint workshop of EUROSKIN and NOFFOF. 

“There is no need 
to use sunbeds to 

induce vitamin 
D. There are no 
indications for 

threshold levels of 
UV-irradiance and 
UV-dose. There is 
no safe limit for 

UV irradiance from 
sunbeds.”
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T his October saw the 48th Annual 
Congress of the International 
Society of Paediatric Oncology 

(SIOP) gather in Dublin, Ireland. More than 
2,300 delegates from 101 countries came 
together to broaden their knowledge and 
share their experiences within paediatric 
oncology.  As non-medical programme 
staff involved in designing interventions 
for paediatric oncology programmes 
in the developing world, we find it 
essential to access the knowledge of 
the variety of people we meet at these 
conferences. Being able to meet different 
healthcare professionals, parents, survivors 
and advocates, and learn from their 
experiences, enables us to build stronger 
programmes through our improved 
understanding. 

The programme delivered a wide range 
of debates and discussions, tailored 
towards the whole of the SIOP community, 
from nurses to clinicians, from parents to 
survivors. 

Over the first two days, attention 
was given to Paediatric Oncology in 
Developing Countries (PODC), allowing 
speakers from low to middle income 
countries share their successes and 
challenges. It was wonderful to hear how 
much progress had been made in such 
resources–poor settings. Of particular 
interest was a presentation from nurse 
Glenn Mbah on research collected 
around the destitution level of patients 
with Burkitt lymphoma in Cameroon, 
and the resultant effect on adherence to 
treatment and follow-up. The team in 
Cameroon had applied a scale for families 
to determine the level of financial support 
that they needed. They found that more 
than 80% of the families included in the 
study required at least 50% of their costs 
covered in order to adhere to treatment 
and attend follow-up appointments. A 
small amount of funding can go a long 
way, as the team have shown, to ensuring 
that patients can complete treatment.

The Essential Medicines Symposium (a 
jointly-led PODC and Childhood Cancer 
International session) was of one of 
the highlights of the week, providing a 
comprehensive overview of the difficulties 
facing many low to middle income 
countries trying to access essential 
childhood cancer medicines. Three 
breakout sessions were then formed, 
each being given a fundamental barrier 
to overcome; availability, affordability and 
accessibility. Where essential childhood 

cancer medicines are not included on 
national health insurance schemes, 
treatment can become unaffordable for 
many families. This can lead to high rates 
of treatment abandonment as drugs are 
simply not being produced at affordable 
prices. When medicines are available, the 
supply is often inconsistent and quality 
of drugs unreliable. These issues present 
real challenges for paediatric oncology 
units around the world and result in many 
children not being given quality treatment 
and care. 

Of particular interest to the team at 
World Child Cancer was the advocacy 
symposium held during the last day of the 
conference. This panel discussion brought 
together key stakeholders from the WHO, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Myanmar, USA and 
Europe; to discuss the country-specific 
need to invest in childhood cancer. SIOP 
is working in collaboration with the WHO 
to bring forward childhood cancer in the 
global agenda, and working with partners 
to ensure that a tangible and funded plan 
can be implemented.

The final PODC day of the conference 
hosted a global village and highlighted 
how collaborative models are working 
towards creating sustainable solutions 
for childhood cancer around the world. 
This was a chance for organisations to 
demonstrate how they are contributing 
towards capacity building, twinning, 
research and consortia, and to show 
the impact that they are having globally. 
Groups presenting in this session included 
extremely interesting updates from World 
Eye Cancer Hope, the Jiv Daya Foundation 
and the Tanzanian Paediatric Oncology 
Team, and demonstrated how different 
organisation are leading the way in 
providing support for paediatric oncology 
teams and patients who would otherwise 
not be able to access appropriate care.

This was a remarkable symposium, 
highlighting urgency of the issues of 
delivering quality paediatric oncology 
care, and presenting a genuine 
opportunity for the SIOP community 
to collectively discuss approaches to 
overcoming these barriers. 

International Society of Paediatric Oncology Congress
Date: 19-22 October 2016 Venue: Dublin, Ireland. Report by: Joe Dixon & Liz Burns, World Child Cancer.

Joe Dixon, World Child Cancer, 
outside the Convention Centre 
in Dublin.

(L-R) Glenn Mbah (Cameroon), Rachel Hollis (UK), Dr Francine Kouya (Cameroon), Dr Jess Morgan (UK) at the SIOP conference
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T he American College of Radiation 
Oncology (ACRO) Annual Meeting 
has become the conference 

for radiation oncologists to network 
with peers, learn the latest trends, and 
mentor the next generation of radiation 
oncologists. For over a quarter century, 
practitioners have come to this smaller 
meeting to learn about the latest 
information in the field in a low stress but 
informative environment. It is the ideal 
meeting to prepare for recertification 
exams, gain clinical insights, and advocate 
for radiation oncology.

The 2017 conference will see some 
changes to the schedule but will still 
offer the value radiation oncologists have 
come to expect from the ACRO Annual 
Meeting. This year’s theme is “Radiation 
Oncology: An Expanding Role” and the 
agenda reflects a more progressive look at 
the issues impacting radiation oncology. 
As patients and practices change, ACRO 
has created a program aimed at giving 
radiation oncologists the knowledge and 

connections to (1) grow professionally, (2) 
see and hear the latest best practices in 
the field, and (3) meet some familiar and 
new faces.

This year’s scientific program offers 8 
SAMs for maintenance of certification 
(up from 3 last year). The meeting 
has nine plenary sessions covering the 
major tumour areas like gastrointestinal, 
breast, gynecological, and lung. ACRO is 
pleased to share that The Radiosurgery 
Society will co-present a special session 
on “Radiosurgery as Salvage Therapy”. In 
addition, there will be a general plenary 
on “The Future of Metastatic Disease” 
featuring sessions on oligometastatic 
disease and radiology to jumpstart 
immune therapy. The popular contouring 
mini-symposium will return, this year with 

three sessions including a demonstration 
of e-contouring. Finally, the popular 
“Business and Economics” plenary 
focused on business issues with the 
specialty returns and will include a session 
on MACRA regulations.

For residents, there will be 
opportunities to support their colleagues 
as well as network and learn. The 
Resident Symposium returns with an 
emphasis on the economic issues facing 
a resident in the profession. For those 
interested in career discussions and 
mentoring, the Resident Joblink will 
be available to connect with veteran 
practitioners. 

All of this education will be combined 
with increased networking. Join ACRO 
March 9-11, 2017 at the Hilton Orlando, 
an Official Walt Disney World © Hotel, for 
a meeting not to miss.

Visit: https://www.acro.org/education/
annual-meeting

Cancer Genomics 2017 is the third 
EACR conference on this topic. It 
has now established itself as the 

premier European conference dedicated 
to cancer genomics. This edition will 
update you on the latest exciting 
developments: cancers as communities 
of clones and communities of cells, 
liquid biopsies, genomics and cancer 
immunology, mutational processes, and 
genomic and immune system landscapes 
of human cancers. 

Churchill College will once again host 
the EACR Cancer Genomics conference. 
Bed and Breakfast accommodation is 
available onsite for participants who wish 
to enjoy the parkland surroundings of the 
largest college campus in Cambridge. It 
is just a short walk to the city centre, and 
to The Eagle pub where Crick and Watson 
first announced their discovery of how 
DNA carries genetic information.

Featuring an exceptional international 
faculty, extensive networking 
opportunities and a maximum of 200 
participants, this conference will provide 
an intimate setting for top quality 
scientific interaction. Reduced registration 
rates are available for all EACR members 
and five EACR Meeting Bursaries will be 

awarded.
Keynote lectures will be given by:

- Gad Getz (Cancer Genome 
Computational Analysis group leader, 
Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard)

- Ton Schumacher (NKI): “T cell 
recognition of human cancer”

- Olli Kallioniemi (Director, SciLifeLab): 
“Patient-derived primary cancer cells, 
integrative omics and functional drug 
testing facilitating precision cancer 
medicine”

“The field of cancer genomics has 
provided unique insights into tumour 
heterogeneity and evolution (increasingly 
at single cell level), interactions between 
mutated tumour cells and the immune 
system, opportunities for targeted 
therapies, understanding of drug 
sensitivity/resistance, and as a novel 
tool for cancer monitoring using liquid 
biopsies. Leaders in all of these fields 
will be presenting,” said Carlos Caldas, 
Conference Chair. “We aim to achieve a 

friendly and collegial atmosphere at the 
conference with plenty of interaction and 
discussion between participants. We look 
forward to welcoming you to Cambridge 
for this exciting meeting!”

Cancer Genomics 2017 will be relevant 
to participants from across a number 
of fields including cancer medicine, 
cancer biology, translational research, 
bioinformatics, epigenomics, cancer 
immunology and molecular pathology. 
Importantly, early career researchers will 
have the opportunity to present their 
work to the international community.

Feedback from the 2nd EACR 
conference on Cancer Genomics: 
- “It was an outstanding meeting, the 

latest discoveries in the field were 
presented and there were lots of 
opportunities for networking.” 

- “Outstanding speakers and very good 
organisation.”

- “Presentation of high impact 
unpublished results.”

For further information, please 
visit: www.eacr.org/conference/

cancergenomics2017

American College of Radiation Oncology Annual Meeting  
Date: 9-11 March 2017. Venue: Orlando, USA.

3rd EACR Conference on Cancer Genomics  
Date: 25-28 June 2017. Venue: Cambridge, UK.
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On a beautiful evening of Glasgow, 
scientists from all over the world, 
from USA to Australia, gathered 

at the Cancer Research UK Beatson 
Institute for the opening of Beatson 
International Cancer Conference Modelling 
the Mechanisms of Malignancy-In Vivo 
Veritas. The focus of the conference was 
briefly the mechanisms, which drive cells to 
cancerous and metastatic state, and studies 
with cancer models. The opening session 
and reception were hosted in Cancer 
Research UK Beatson Institute, while rest 
of the conference was held at The Bute 
Hall, Glasgow University. The Conference 
included 34 talks, including short talks, and 
67 Poster presentations. 

The Opening Session of the Conference 
was sponsored by Worldwide Cancer 
Research (formerly known as AICR). Prof. 
Owen Sansom, Interim Director of CR-UK 
Beatson Institute, and Prof. Jim Norman, 
CR-UK Beatson Institute, welcomed us and 
gave a brief introduction about the history 
of the Beatson Institute and the Conference. 
One of the most anticipated and exciting 
talks of the Conference was addressed by 
EACR president Prof. Richard Marais for 
Colin Thompson Memorial Keynote Lecture 
in the Opening Session. In the Lecture, 
Prof. Marais emphasised the importance of 
understanding cancer biology to improve 
patient care. He talked about melanoma 
initiation mechanisms and the importance 
of deciphering cancer biology of the patient 
before starting the treatment by giving 
several interesting examples. One of the 
highlights of the Conference was The Colin 
Thomson Memorial Medal award. Prof. 
Marais received Colin Thomson Medal 
from Maureen Thomson for his exceptional 
contributions to cancer research. 

The rest of the Conference was held 

in Bute Hall at Glasgow University. Bute 
Hall provided a wide space and a historic 
environment, which was very impressive 
and reflected the historical significance 
of Glasgow University. The Conference 
program was designed in five sessions; 
Stem, Metastasis, Micro-environment, 
Metabolism and Heterogeneity. In each 
session, distinguished speakers presented 
up to date information on recent studies 
in cancer research and cancer models. In 
addition, potential therapeutic targets and 
agents were introduced. 

Before the last day of the Conference, 
delegates presented their studies in Poster 
Session at Hunter Halls, where the Poster 
Session and Trade Exhibitions were held. 
Delegates discussed their results and 

received feedbacks. Poster session and the 
Conference were very successful in terms of 
networking and interacting of the scientist 
ranging from post-docs to group leaders. 

Prof. Jim Norman presented the AMSBIO-
Trevigen best poster prize winner Michael 
Hodder and closed the very accomplished 
and enjoyable Beatson International Cancer 
Conference.

Overall, the Conference was very 
informative and inspiring for the 
participants. It provided detailed 
information on cancer mechanisms, 
treatment options and latest developments 
in cancer research. During the Conference, 
I am very impressed how new technologies 
extensively used in recent cancer studies 
and how the results are interpreted to find 
new therapeutic approaches. One of the 
frequently mentioned cancer type in the 
Conference was pancreatic cancer, which 
has personnel significance for me. Two 
weeks before the Beatson Conference, my 
grandmother passed away because of the 
pancreatic cancer. When someone you care 
diagnosed with this disease at the advanced 
stage, you understand how important to 
find new markers or methods for early 
diagnosis, or treatment options that are 
more successful, less painful or deleterious 
for the body. Even the smallest research 
counts. Our studies will be shared, build up 
and hopefully will end up saving someone’s 
beloveds life. Therefore, I am very grateful 
to EACR for giving me the opportunity 
to attend the Conference, expand my 
knowledge in cancer research and share my 
insights with this short report. I specially 
thank to Hacettepe University Scientific 
Research Coordination Unit (Project Number 
TBB-2016-10711) for supporting me in 
Glasgow and my travel.

19th Cancer Research UK Beatson International Cancer 
Conference
Date: 3-6 July 2016. Venue: Glasgow, Scotland. Report by: Assist. Prof. Dr. Ceren Sucularli, Hacettepe University, Institute of Health Sciences, 
Department of Bioinformatics.

Author Ceren Sucularli during Poster Session.
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