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NEWS UPDATE

Technology boost for cervical screening in Wales 

DP Medical Systems Ltd has secured a deal 
with Cervical Screening Wales to provide 
its pioneering image capture system for 
gynaecological examinations – MediScan – to 
hospitals across the country.

Twenty-six MediScan systems have been 
purchased by Cervical Screening Wales (CSW) 
– the Public Health Wales body responsible for 
the cervical screening programme – and will 
be installed in 19 hospital sites. 

The service will be using a part of the 
MediScan software to interface with CSW’s 
existing software for the capture of vital 
images during gynaecological examinations. 
The still images will be captured in real-time 

and stored against the patient record for 
retrieval anywhere in the hospital.

The MediScan system uses a simple to 
operate user interface and an optional 

question and answer-based approach to data 
entry. Its digital still images are seen as 
benchmark quality by leading clinicians and 
have been used for illustration in medical texts. 

Owen Pemberton, Commercial Director at 
DP Medical Systems Ltd, said: “MediScan will 
provide clinicians working across the field 
of cervical screening throughout Wales with 
superior image capture technology, meaning a 
more efficient service for healthcare providers 
– and ultimately, patients.”  

For further information visit:  
www.dpmedicalsys.com/medical/gynae/
mediscan/

UK’s National Health Service selects 
20 Varian TrueBeam Systems for  
cancer treatments

NHS Supply Chain has placed an order for a further 20 TrueBeam™ 
machines from Varian Medical Systems as part of an ongoing 
program to replace older machines and institute modern 
radiotherapy and radiosurgery treatments for patients in the UK’s 
public hospitals. The order, placed in September, also includes 
ten PerfectPitch treatment couches and 50 licenses for Varian’s 
RapidArc® and Eclipse™ software systems.    

“As the leading provider of radiotherapy equipment and 
software to the NHS, Varian is committed to ensuring patients 
have access to cutting edge technology while also recognizing that 
modern healthcare must be efficient, effective and affordable,” 
said Adele Lyons of Varian Medical Systems. “The TrueBeam 
technology will enable the NHS to meet all of these objectives. We 
share a goal with the NHS to help save many more lives each year.” 

Jason Lavery, Trading Director of Capital Solutions, NHS Supply 
Chain said: ‘By working in partnership with the NHSBSA, the 
Department of Health and Varian Medical Systems, we are all able 
to provide a structure for the NHS that supports both the national 
direction for providing world class cancer treatment and achieving 
best value in managing capital equipment. With the increasing 
pressure on budgets it is vital that we work together to maximise 
benefit for the NHS.’  

For further information contact: Neil Madle,  
Varian Medical Systems, T: +44 7786 526068, 
E: neil.madle@varian.com W: www.varian.com
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DP Medical System Ltd’s MediScan

Leeds Cancer Centre marks 1,000th 
patient treated with potent, targeted 
stereotactic radiation therapy

On October 30 at Leeds Cancer Centre, St. James’s University Hospital, 
a 70-year-old male became the center’s 1,000th patient treated with 
stereotactic body radiation therapy (SBRT), which delivers an extremely 
accurate, high dose of radiation to tumor targets. 

“We are treating him on our Elekta Versa HD™ system, which 
enables us to use the Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy [VMAT] 
technique in addition to the system’s High Dose Rate mode,” says 
Vivian Cosgrove PhD, head of radiotherapy physics at St. James’s. The 
combination of these two Versa HD innovations allows us to deliver the 
session’s radiation in just under two minutes.” 

St. James’s has been steadily building its SBRT program since April 
2009. With the installation of two Versa HD systems in 2013, all SBRT 
treatments have been delivered with the fast High Dose Rate method 
– about 400 patients. The hospital treats approximately 10 patients 
each week with SBRT and receives 15 to 25 new referrals per month. 

“Shorter treatment times are good news for patients,” adds Dr. 
Cosgrove. “The longer it takes to deliver the dose, the greater the 
risk that the patient will move. Reducing the beam delivery from our 
original time of seven minutes for this particular case to now under 
two minutes means it is significantly less likely that the patient will 
move. It’s a safer, more comfortable treatment experience for the 
patient.”

For further information email: andre.silveira@elekta.com



Leading Cancer Center adopts Varian tumour tracking system as standard for 
prostate treatments  

Clinicians in Melbourne have commenced advanced 
radiotherapy treatments for prostate cancer using a 
real-time tumor tracking system from Varian Medical 
Systems. Epworth HealthCare, the largest not-for-profit 
private hospital group in Victoria, has become the first 
care provider in Australia to utilize Varian’s Calypso® 
transponders to enhance precision during image-guided 
radiotherapy treatments as standard of care.  

“The Calypso system gives us information about 
internal movement of the prostate during treatment 
that we’ve never had before,” says Anne Perkins, senior 
medical physicist at Epworth HealthCare. “Reviewing 
the data for the first five patients we treated shows 
that the prostate moved outside the limits specified 
by the radiation oncologist on 20 percent of the treatment visits. The 
Calypso system can automatically turn off the radiation beam until the 

prostate returns to its planned position and if necessary 
radiation therapists can move the treatment couch to 
reposition the patient before resuming treatment. More 
than 25 patients have now been treated with Calypso 
at Epworth.”

“Calypso is a user-friendly system that gives us precise 
real-time information about the location of the prostate 
during treatment. Before we had Calypso, we relied on 
x-ray imaging to determine that our patients were in 
the correct position for treatment. Calypso is proving 
to be at least as accurate as x-ray imaging and has the 
advantage of providing continuous information during 
treatment, rather than just a snapshot in time.” 

For further information contact: Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems, 
T: +44 7786 526068, E: neil.madle@varian.com W: www.varian.com

NEWS UPDATE

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals Reports 
Immune Mechanism of Action Data 
for PV-10 Presented at Society for 
Immunotherapy of Cancer Annual 
Meeting 

Researchers from Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, Florida, presented 
a poster titled, “Intralesional Rose Bengal in Melanoma Elicits Tumor 
Immunity via High Mobility Group Box 1,” at the Society for 
Immunotherapy of Cancer (SITC) 30th Anniversary Annual Meeting in 
National Harbor, Maryland. 

Authors Hao Liu, Pasquale Patrick Innamarato, Krithika Kodumudi, 
Amy Weber, John L Robinson, Satoshi Nemoto, Georgina Crago, Timothy 
McCardle, Erica Royster, Amod A Sarnaik and Shari Pilon-Thomas state 
that their “results reveal a clinically relevant immunoadjuvant pathway 
triggered by tumor cell death secondary to ablation with RB.” The data 
presented were from nonclinical models of melanoma in mice and 
clinical data from the team’s recent clinical mechanism of action study 
(Clinical Trials ID NCT01760499). To view the poster, visit http://www.
pvct.com/publications/SITC-Poster-2015.pdf. 

In the reported work, the authors showed that tumor-specific T 
cells were increased in the blood of both mouse and man after tumor 
ablation with PV-10. This was initiated by tumor cell necrosis, leading 
to release of High Mobility Box Group 1 (HMBG1), one of a class 
Damage-Associated Molecular Pattern molecules (DAMPs) released by 
dying cancer cells that can lead to activation of dendritic cells. HMBG1 
release was observed in vitro and after ablation of melanoma tumors 
in mice and clinical trial participants. This was also correlated with 
dendritic cell activation and infiltration into lymph nodes draining 
ablated tumors. 

Provectus is currently enrolling patients in a phase 3 study of PV-10 
as a single agent therapy for patients with locally advanced cutaneous 
melanoma (Clinical Trials ID NCT02288897) and in a phase 1b study 
of PV-10 in combination with the immune checkpoint inhibitor 
pembrolizumab in patients with metastatic melanoma (Clinical Trials 
ID NCT02557321). 

The complete press release is available at  
www.pvct.com/pressrelease.html?article=20151105.2
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Members of the MCU teams who attended the MCU Partners Day Conference 
which launched the awareness week.

Successful Chemotherapy In The 
Community Week For Hope For 
Tomorrow

When: 12th – 18th October 2015
From Cake Bakes to NHS Open Days, from Dress Down Days to 
Tweets, Hope for Tomorrow’s Annual Awareness Week known as 
CHEMOTHERAPY IN THE COMMUNITY WEEK was a huge success 
with patients, supporters, NHS medical teams and a supportive 
network of press contacts throwing themselves into helping to 
publicise the benefits of chemotherapy closer to home.  Our 2nd 
Annual Mobile Chemotherapy Units (MCU) Partners Day provided 
an excellent launch to this important event in the charity’s calendar 
and it was moving to see how much this event has been embraced 
not only by our existing supporters but just as importantly to a 
much wider audience beyond.  A massive thank you to all our NHS 
partners who were so helpful in hosting events across the country 
to help us in our aim of bringing greater awareness to what we do.

MCUs have saved cancer patients over 125,000 hours of 
travel and waiting times, since our first Unit launched in 2007 in 
Gloucestershire.

For over 8 years, Hope for Tomorrow’s MCUs have been bringing 
cancer treatment closer to home for patients throughout the 
UK. With a total of 9 Units on the road (Gloucestershire, South 
Wiltshire, Somerset, Hampshire, North Wiltshire, Berkshire, East 
Kent, Lincolnshire and Cornwall), and more in the pipeline, these 
Units drastically reduce the stress of driving long distances for 
appointments, and waiting times, for chemotherapy treatment at 
main Oncology Centres for both cancer patients and their loved ones.

For further information visit: www.hopefortomorrow.org.uk
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Brain Tumour Research appoints first Director of Research

Siemens Healthcare launches new PET/CT system

Central Manchester NHS Trust adopts ZedScan™ Cepheid Announces 
International Commercial 
Availability Of Next 
Generation Bcr ABL Test

The national charity Brain Tumour Research 
has appointed its first Director of Research, 
Dr Kieran Breen. He will have a key role 
in establishing a further three Centres of 
Excellence as well as developing and 
implementing the charity’s research strategy 
to maximise the impact of the research being 
carried out at its existing four centres.

He will also be responsible for ensuring 
the Centres work together as a network 
within the appropriate governance and review 
procedures. This will include ensuring that 
the research funds are attracting additional 

support for the scientists from 
other funding sources.

Dr Breen said: “I am thrilled 
to be taking up this role at such 
an important time for Brain 
Tumour Research. It is crucial 
that the charity’s supporters are 
kept informed of the world class 
research being carried out at our 
Centres and communication of the 
research outcomes will be a key 
part of my role.

Chief Executive of Brain Tumour Research, 

Sue Farrington Smith, said: 
“We welcome Dr Breen who 
will be a great asset to our 
team. His role in overseeing 
the research we fund and in 
ensuring good communication 
of this in the UK and further 
afield is crucial as the charity 
grows in size and influence.”

For further information visit:  
www.braintumourresearch.org

Siemens Healthcare has launched the new 
versatile and cost-effective Biograph Horizon™ 
PET/CT system, which offers premium 
performance at an attractive total cost of 
ownership. The system provides clinicians 
with the capabilities required to serve a broad 
range of patients and expand into new service 
areas. It enables the use of all commercially 
available PET tracers, giving users the ability 
to address more indications in the specialist 
fields of oncology, neurology and cardiology. 

The Biograph Horizon utilises 4mm LSO 
crystals to provide rapid scintillation with a 
high-light output, providing excellent image 
quality using the lowest achievable dose to 
aid clinicians with visualising small lesions. 
This in turn ensures a timely diagnosis which 
contributes to effective care pathways, 
helping to reduce patient side effects related 
to ineffective therapies. The system also offers 
built-in capabilities that automate routine 
tasks to increase productivity and streamline 
workflows. The Quanti•QC runs quality 
control procedures overnight to save precious 
clinic time, while scans can be performed in 
under five minutes, and reconstruction runs 
alongside acquisition for image delivery just 

30 seconds after the scan. 
Steve Holmes, Sales Director at Siemens 

Healthcare states, “The Biograph Horizon 
provides a cost-effective PET/CT imaging 
solution that does not compromise on quality. 
As our smallest PET/CT system, it offers low 
power requirements and a small footprint to 
ensure reduced operating and maintenance 
costs, with the flexibility to meet expanding 
clinical needs.”

Visit: www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare

Central Manchester 
University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust has 
adopted ZedScan™ to 
improve the speed and 
accuracy in diagnosing pre-
cancerous conditions of the 
cervix.

The Trust has introduced ZedScan into 
the Gynaecology department at Saint Mary’s 
Hospital, Manchester – a centre of excellence 
for gynaecological oncology, uro-gynaecology 
and reproductive medicine.

ZedScan™ can measure and detect 
tissue changes in women identified with an 
abnormal smear test. The system offers real-
time and more accurate detection of pre-
cancerous cells than standard colposcopy, 
enabling clinicians to make better-informed 
decisions at a patient’s first visit.

ZedScan™, which is available to hospital 
trusts through a number of purchasing 

routes including the NHS 
Supply Chain, is currently 
undergoing evaluation at 
hospital sites throughout 
the country.

Dr Ursula Winters, 
Consultant Gynaecologist 
and lead consultant 

for colposcopy at Saint Mary’s, said: “The 
introduction of ZedScan will provide us with 
the ability to assess women presenting with 
abnormal cervical smears more quickly and 
accurately.”

The system, which comprises of a handheld 
device, software and disposable sensors, was 
developed by Zilico Ltd.

Zilico will exhibit ZedScan™ at the British 
Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology 
(BSCCP) Congress in Bradford (April 13th - 
15th, 2016).

For further information visit: www.zilico.co.uk

Cepheid has announced the commercial 
availability outside the United States of Xpert 
BCR‐ABL Ultra, a quantitative measure of 
BCR‐ ABL1 mRNA transcripts (types e13a2/
b2a2 or e14a2/b3a2) that allows physicians 
to monitor the effectiveness of therapy in 
their patients with Chronic Myelogenous 
Leukaemia (CML) with enhanced sensitivity.

CML is a cancer of the myeloid lineage 
of leukocytes (white blood cells) that 
is characterised by the presence of the 
“Philadelphia Chromosome”, a reciprocal 
translocation of chromosomes 9 and 22 
that results in the generation of the BCR‐ABL 
fusion gene. The development of Tyrosine 
Kinase Inhibitors (TKIs) that target BCR‐ABL 
has transformed CML from a uniformly fatal 
illness into a manageable chronic disease for 
many patients, and new data now suggest 
that for a subset of patients with consistently 
deep molecular response (at least a 4.5 log 
reduction from baseline levels of BCR‐ABL1 
transcript), TKI therapy might be discontinued 
altogether without further recurrence of the 
disease.

“Until now, tests for BCR‐ABL were not 
standardised and could not be reliably 
compared in one lab, and certainly not across 
borders, making patient management quite 
challenging.” said David Persing, MD, PhD, 
Cepheid’s Chief Medical and Technology 
Officer. 

For more information, visit  
www.cepheid.com
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Stratech Scientific Ltd is excited to 
have been appointed the new UK 
and republic of Ireland distributor 
for Avanti Polar Lipids.

Avanti offer an outstanding range 
of lipids, detergents, mass spec 
standards and tools for lipid/protein 
and interaction determination. They 
have a global reputation for quality 
and purity built up over more than 
40 years, making their products an 
excellent choice for UK scientists.

Their catalogue inventory lists 
over 2,000 research products, along 
with a full range of services for 
drug development customers. These 
include process chemistry & scale-up 
manufacturing all in FDA inspected 
premises under GMP.
Their current product range consists 
of:
• Sphingolipids
• Phospholipids
• Sterols
• Bioactive Lipids
• Coenzyme A & Derivatives
• Fluorescent Lipids
• Neutral Lipids
• Detergents
• AuroraTM Gold Probes

The full range of Avanti products 
is available to view, with pricing on 
our website:www.stratech.co.uk
For further information or 
quotations,  
please do not hesitate to contact 
us at  
info@stratech.co.uk or  
T: +44 (0)1638 782600.

Stratech Scientific 
Ltd – new UK dis-
tributor for Avanti 
Polar Lipids Inc.

UK men could risk lives by ignoring common 
bowel cancer symptoms

One in five men in the UK would not immediately 
think to visit their GP after experiencing one or 
more of common symptoms of bowel cancer for 
three weeks, putting their lives at risk from late 
diagnosis, a new survey reveals.

Experiencing health issues such as a persistent 
change in bowel habit, abdominal pain, a stomach 
lump or unexplained weight loss or tiredness for 
three weeks would not prompt 20% of men to 
make an appointment with their doctor.

Even adding the ‘red-light’ warning of bleeding 
from the bottom or blood in your poo to a list 
of symptoms would not motivate 16% of those 
questioned to get checked out after three weeks.

The research was carried out by YouGov for the 
charity Beating Bowel Cancer, as men around the 
country lay down their razors to participate in the 
charity’s fundraising Decembeard campaign. 

For more information about Decembeard or to 
sign up, go to www.decembeard.org. You can 
also check out the campaign @Decembeard_UK  
#decembeard.
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Bringing sensitivity to bowel cancer screening

®
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•
“In conclusion, faecal M2-PK, either as an ELISA or as a lateral rapid flow test, is a 

cost-effective and easy-to-perform routine test.” Tonus, C. et al. World J Gastroenterology, 2012. 

Can detect non-bleeding, as well as bleeding, polyps and tumours.
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Varian Medical Systems has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) to develop an 
educational partnership with Apollo Hospitals 
Group, the largest hospital chain in India, to 
introduce a program that will help train radiation 
technologists in the country. The MoU was signed 
by Dr K Prabakar, chief executive officer of Apollo 
Knowledge, and Ashok Kakkar, Varian’s India 
managing director, in Hyderabad. 

In the first radiotherapy partnership of its 
kind between industry and a care provider in 
India, Varian intends to deploy its Access to 
Care program by leveraging the existing Apollo 
Knowledge network that comprises of several 
educational entities in the healthcare space in 
India. Access to Care is an educational program 
that seeks to bridge the gap between the growing 
need for modern radiotherapy treatment machines 
in developing countries and the lack of trained 
personnel to operate them. 

“The world is seeing an alarming increase in 
the cancer burden and it is important that the 
healthcare industry stakeholders join hands to 

ensure that we have the required number of skilled 
clinicians,” said Dr Prabakar. “I am convinced that 
this collaboration is the right step forward in this 
direction, bearing in mind the respective strengths 
of Apollo and Varian.”

For further information contact: Neil Madle, 
Varian Medical Systems, T: +44 7786 526068,  
E: neil.madle@varian.com  
W: www.varian.com

Varian and Apollo Group Sign Educational Partnership to 
Develop Radiotherapy Caregivers in India  

Men who have all been affected by bowel cancer and who are 
supporting the Decembeard campaign.


