
Volume 8 Issue 6 • January/February 2014 213

News update
Latest developments on products and services from the industry. To have your news included contact Patricia McDonnell on
patricia@oncologynews.biz or T/F:+44 (0)288 289 7023.

First Gamma Knife Centre in South West opens in Bristol 
Bristol Gamma Knife Centre at Bristol
Haematology and Oncology Centre has
begun treating its first patients. 
This new facility is the first of its kind

outside London and the North of England
and will benefit patients with acoustic
neuroma, meningioma, pituitary tumours,
brain metastases, trigeminal neuralgia and
vascular abnormalities, many of whom
currently need to travel to Sheffield for
treatment. 
Dr Alison Cameron, lead clinician for

Gamma Knife, said, “Intracranial stereotactic
radiosurgery (SRS) is a highly advanced,
precise, technical radiotherapy treatment for
brain tumours and other brain disorders. Our

clinical team already have a wealth of
experience treating patients successfully with
SRS for the past 11 years using the traditional
LINAC (Linear accelerator) based radiotherapy
system. The new Gamma Knife 'perfexion' will
allow the service to develop so that patients
who would have had to be referred elsewhere
for treatment can now be treated in Bristol.” 

“Currently, we’re treating 90 patients per
year,” she noted. “With Perfexion we expect to
treat 160 patients in the first year and 200
patients yearly from the second year on.”  

For further information contact: 
Laura Treasure,
T: +44 (0)117 342 3718 or 
E: laura.treasure@uhbristol.nhs.uk

Changing the path of prostate cancer diagnosis

London Bridge Hospital is continually
developing its medical offering and is proud
to introduce their latest service – “Precision
Prostate Diagnostics” assessment, which is
set to improve the pathway for diagnosing
prostate cancer by determining individual
risk and specifically identifying who most
needs a biopsy or who can be safely
reassured.   
London Bridge Hospital’s “Precision

Prostate Diagnostics” assessment takes an
entirely new approach to diagnosis by
resolving the uncertainty. With modern
computer software the static images of
the MRI with the lesion identified can be
“fused” with the live ultrasound to provide
precision-targeted biopsies of the
prostate. This has improved cancer pick up
rates from around 40% of cases to 65% of

cases. The information can be used to select
patients for active surveillance safely, targeted
focussed treatments such as brachytherapy or
nerve sparing robotic surgery in the more
aggressive cases.
Discussing the “Precision Prostate

Diagnostics” assessment in more detail, Mr Rick
Popert noted, “Precision Prostate Diagnostics
provides better individualised assessment and
treatment for prostate cancer. This technology
helps us to resolve the uncertainty of PSA
testing, it provides reassurance to many and
accurate diagnosis and treatment to those at risk
from prostate cancer progression”.   
The “Precision Prostate Diagnostics” service is

now available at London Bridge Hospital.
For more information visit:

www.londonbridgeurology.net or call 
0844 800 0696.

University Hospital of North Staffordshire to increase capacity with PET-CT
technology

University Hospital of North Staffordshire (UHNS), has installed a hybrid
PET-CT system from Siemens Healthcare to help increase capacity and
further strengthen its advanced imaging facilities. 
The PET-CT system has enabled UHNS to bring all its imaging facilities

under one roof. It is hoped this will boost throughput as the hospital
increases the volume and frequency of examinations. The Biograph™
mCT will also support radiotherapy research undertaken at the hospital
in collaboration with Keele University.  
The hybrid PET-CT system will primarily be used for 128-slice

oncological imaging. Reproducible quantification and its high-
performance imaging are helping clinicians to detect, characterise and
monitor cancer lesions with greater precision. As a result of its dual
functionality, the Biograph mCT can also be used as a molecular CT or
standalone CT scanner when required. In addition, the system’s 78cm
bore, short tunnel and 227kg table capacity provide greater flexibility,
helping maximise the hospital’s patient base, as well as providing
greater accessibility for patients.  
“Through a collaborative fundraising effort we have been able to

strengthen our position with one of the finest imaging departments in

the country.” stated Dr John Oxtoby, Consultant in Radiology and
Nuclear Medicine and Deputy Medical Director at University Hospital of
North Staffordshire.

For further information visit: www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare
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A new Trust

TrueBeam 2.0 System installed as The Clatterbridge Centre treats 100th lung
cancer patient

Amber Phillpott at only 18 months
of age lost her battle with Acute
Myeloid Leukaemia (AML). She
brought happiness to all she met
and became an inspiration to
many as she enjoyed life with a
smile on her face right to the very
end. During her illness, we realised
that the survival rate for this rarer
form of leukaemia was
significantly lower than the more
common form, and that the
treatment for a long time had to
be a combination of three
chemotherapeutic drugs, which
were of limited success, making it
more urgent to find alternatives. 
The Amber Phillpott Trust seeks

to raise funds for front line
research into this rarer form of childhood leukaemia. It is the only
charity in the UK that is solely devoted to this subject. The reaction
from the public and friends has been staggering and is continuing.
Consequently the Trust was able very early on to purchase an ELISA
spectrometer reader for Oxford University costing £10,000. The
Trust is pleased to announce that as a result of funding, this
research has made important contributions in the fight against
AML, the results of which have been published in BLOOD (Journal
of the American Society of Hematology – http://bloodjournal.
hematologylibrary.org/content/122/5/749.long). 

For further information visit: www.amberphillpott.com or
make donations visit virginmoneygiving.

Partnership prevents unnecessary
hair loss
A revolutionary treatment which is
changing the lives of thousands of
cancer patients worldwide is a step
closer toward being universally
available in the UK, thanks to private
practitioner, Healthcare At Home.
The Paxman scalp cooler is a hair

loss prevention system for
chemotherapy patients. Healthcare At
Home has partnered with Paxman to
provide mobile scalp cooling
equipment and treatment to its cancer
patients undergoing chemotherapy.
The service can not only help to save a
patient’s hair, but also significantly
improve their self-esteem and
confidence.
Scalp cooling (or cold cap treatment as it is more commonly known)

systems work by lowering the temperature of the scalp immediately before,
during and after the administration of chemo. This can prevent or minimise
the damage caused to hair follicles, meaning that hair loss is not inevitable.
Since the partnership begun between Paxman and Healthcare at Home

the number of patient referrals for the Paxman scalp cooling system has
risen rapidly, especially amongst the Midland and Yorkshire regions, with 44
new users combined.
Healthcare At Home patient, Isobel Heaton, AGE said: “Paxman and

Healthcare at Home are a marriage made in Heaven and provide ‘Angels’ just
at a time when a person needs as many Angels on their side as possible.”

For further information visit: www.paxman-coolers.com 

The Big Ovacome Bake Off

The ovarian cancer charity Ovacome is urging
supporters to join the national obsession in
baking with its Big Ovacome Bake Off, to
raise money and awareness for its work.
With sponsorship from Nisa, the

nationwide chain of convenience stores, it is
launching Big Ovacome Bake Off party packs
talking supporters through how to hold a
successful bake off and to create a fanfare
around it with press coverage.
The Big Ovacome Bake Off party packs will

be available from February in time for
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month in March
2014. They will include bunting and

balloons, ‘how to’ tips, awareness
material and recipe ideas from
Ovacome’s patron, the actress Jenny
Agutter and supporter, celebrity chef
Chris Horridge.
The idea is to get as many people to

hold bake offs for the charity, says
Ovacome’s chief executive Louise Bayne.
“It’s a fun way to get together with
family, friends or colleagues in a relaxed
social occasion, while raising money and
awareness for a very important cause.”

For further information visit:
www.ovacome.org.uk

Isobel Heaton, post chemotherapy

Varian Medical Systems has installed the latest
version of its advanced TrueBeam™ radiotherapy
and radiosurgery system at The Clatterbridge
Cancer Centre near Liverpool. The TrueBeam
system 2.0 is the infrastructure that enables
integration and control of Varian’s PerfectPitch™
six degrees of freedom couch, use of advanced
IGRT and motion management capabilities,
connectivity for real-time tracking solutions, and
a new low-energy and low-dose imaging beam,
all of which combine to offer fast and precise
treatments. 
The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre, which

recently carried out its 100th stereotactic ablative body radiotherapy
(SABR) treatment for lung cancer – notoriously hard to treat with
radiotherapy – believes the latest version of TrueBeam will help to further

improve treatment options at the busy
oncology department.
“The new software allows us to deliver the

optimal radiotherapy treatments for our
patients due to two pioneering additions – a
new PerfectPitch treatment couch that
integrates with the existing machine to offer
even more accuracy in sub-millimetre patient
positioning, and developments to the
integrated imager which allow the movement
of a patient’s tumour to be assessed before
and during treatment,” said Professor Philip
Mayles, the centre’s head of physics.   

For further information contact: Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems, 
T: +44 (0)7786 526068, E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com
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Over 110 attend first Varian Edge™ Radiosurgery Symposium 
Leading oncology centres have reported on
advances in stereotactic radiosurgery (SRS) and
stereotactic ablative radiotherapy (SABR)
treatments at the first Varian Edge™
Radiosurgery Symposium, held at the
Champalimaud Centre for the Unknown in
Lisbon, Portugal. Experts from leading centres
of excellence around the world presented
details of the latest in advanced treatment
techniques to an audience of over 110 industry
professionals. 

Clinicians from Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center (New York), Barnes Jewish Hospital (St. Louis), Henry Ford
Health System (Detroit), Humanitas Cancer Center (Milan, Italy), VU
University Medical Center (Amsterdam, Netherlands), and the
Champalimaud Foundation shared details of advances in biology,
targeting, speed and motion management involved in radiosurgery

treatments. 
"A growing body of clinical evidence

demonstrates the benefits of delivering high doses
in a small number of fractions, and radiosurgery
can currently treat targets previously not
considered candidates for high-dose hypo
fractionation." said Professor Carlo Greco, of the
Champalimaud Foundation. 

“This symposium enabled the sharing of best
practices in SRS and SABR as well as further
defining and expanding the role of Edge
Radiosurgery in the clinical treatment of

intracranial and extracranial lesions.” said Rolf Staehelin, Varian's senior
director of international marketing. 

For further information contact: Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems,
T: +44 (0)7786 526068, E: neil.madle@varian.com 
W: www.varian.com

Provectus Type C Meeting With FDA Oncology Division Held 
Provectus Pharmaceuticals, Inc. a
development-stage oncology and dermatology
biopharmaceutical company, recently
announced that it held a Type C meeting with
the FDA’s Division of Oncology Products 2 on
December 16, 2013. The purpose of the
meeting was to determine which of the
available paths that Provectus’ novel oncology drug PV-10 will take in
pursuit of FDA approval and commercialisation. 

Under FDA rules, the agency should issue official minutes to the
Company within 30 days after such a meeting; in this case by January
15, 2014. The minutes will clarify the available regulatory paths and,
therefore, allow the company to better estimate a time-line to
commercialisation of PV-10. 

Chief Executive Officer Craig Dees, PhD, said,
“This meeting with the FDA is a significant step
forward in establishing a pathway to initial U.S.
approval of PV-10 for the treatment of melanoma.
There are different possible routes to approval of
PV-10 such as a breakthrough therapy designation
or accelerated approval, and each of these has

different requirements and time lines. I appreciate that our shareholders
are eager to receive as much information as possible, and while there is
nothing more the Company can add until it has received the official
meeting minutes, we wanted to provide this interim update. In addition,
our discussions with several potential international licensing partners are
not affected in any way.” 

For further information visit: www.pvct.com

Paxman announces multicentre
FDA trial

Cepheid highlights promising early 
performance of its cervical cancer
test at AMPPaxman, the leading global expert in

scalp cooling for cancer chemotherapy
patients, has been granted
Investigational Device Exemption (IDE)
Approval by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration FDA ahead of a multi-
centre trial of the patented Paxman
scalp cooling system for the prevention
of chemotherapy induced alopecia.

The trial is the final phase of
approval in the United States and
paves the way for FDA market approval
of the Paxman scalp cooler device,
which is already widely used around
the world.

The study will be conducted with
235 patients across  a number of
medical centres throughout the US.

Dr Julie Nangia, assistant professor of the Lester and Sue Smith
Breast Center at Baylor College of Medicine, and principal
investigator of the lead study site commented: “Outside of the
United States, scalp cooling devices have shown promise as an
effective and safe way to prevent hair loss in breast cancer
patients undergoing chemotherapy treatment. We are very
excited to conduct clinical research here to determine whether
the device is safe and effective for our patients. We hope one
that this device or one like it will be approved in the United States
for all breast cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy.” 

For further information visit: www.paxman-coolers.com 

At its Corporate Workshop at the Association of Molecular Pathology (AMP)
meeting in Phoenix yesterday, Cepheid shared early performance data for its
test for cervical cancer-related human papillomaviruses, Xpert® HPV, which
is currently in clinical trials with a targeted CE-IVD release in early 2014.  

“We’re pleased with the early Xpert HPV data that highlight Cepheid’s
commitment to delivering tests that offer the unmatched combination of
performance, ease-of-use and speed that our customers expect of the Xpert
brand,” said John Bishop, Cepheid’s Chairman and Chief Executive Officer.
“This test is a another important milestone in the extension of the Xpert test
menu available outside the United States, which extends meaningfully in
2014 to include not just HPV, but HIV and HCV, in addition to a number of
other products.”

“Highlighting Cepheid’s history of innovation, the GeneXpert® System
defined – and delivers today - the ‘sample-in, answer-out’ molecular testing
solution that defines the essential capability for broad market dissemination
that many others are aspiring to bring to market,” continued Bishop. 

For further information visit: www.cepheid.com.
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