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Oxford Handbook of Oncology 4th 
Edition
Editors: Jim Cassidy, Donald Bissett, Roy AJ Spence, Miranda Payne, 
Gareth Morris-Stiff. Published by: Oxford University Press.  
ISBN: 978-0-19-968984-2. Price: £34.99.

T his 873 page handbook is the 
4th edition of the very popular 
text on oncology. Originally 

designed to fit  in the pocket of a  “ 
white coat” this book is essential 
reading for the oncology trainee in 
particular though will be of use to 
doctors at other levels as well as to 
other members of the oncology team.

This edition has been revised and 
updated to reflect the developments 
on oncology over the last 5 years. 
This book follows the same pattern 
as the third edition; though now 
includes chapters on the principles of immune therapy and an 
explanation of the production of clinical practice guidelines. 
This practical guide examines the background of cancer; 
aetiology and epidemiology of cancer as well as surgical 
oncology the “Principles of treatment” section;   discusses the 
various treatment modalities.  The chapter on principles of 
symptom control in palliative care was well written, informative 
and will be of   use daily on the ward.  

This book presents the information in a well organised, 
evidence based manner, allowing the clinician confidence in the   
decision making process. The general management options 
of malignancy are covered including the role of biological and 
targeted therapies.

Part 4 looks at the individual tumour sites.  This section 
covers the key points of the common and,   less common 
tumour types. The chapters were very informative and 
comprehensive in their detail and included Management 
of Carcinoma of the Unknown primary and haematological 
malignancies. Recent advances in the use of monoclonal 
antibodies and small molecules therefore,  providing a more 
personalised treatment approach are discussed; bringing the 
reader up to date with the latest available treatment options.

The chapters are concise and practical making good use of 
bullet points for brevity and clarity, tables and flow diagrams 
present the information clearly. Examples of further reading are 
given at the end of each chapter. 

Part 5  “ Emergencies in Oncology”  covers the usual 
emergency situations such as spinal cord compression and 
superior vena caval obstruction, however the radiotherapy 
details were very scanty considering the high incidence and 
burden of these conditions.

Part 6  “ The way forward” examines novel therapeutic 
strategies, gene therapy and genetic immunotherapy for cancer 
and biomarkers for cancer.

 In summary, I found the handbook easy to read and a good 
way to refresh one’s knowledge quickly.  I would recommend 
this handbook, reasonably priced about £30.

Dr Karin Baria, Retired Consultant Oncologist
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