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Head & Neck Cancer – multi modality management
Edited by: Jacques Bernier. Published by: Springer. ISBN: 978-1-4419-9463-9. Price: £162.00.

This book is aimed at all members of
multidisciplinary teams involved in
assessing and managing head and

neck cancer. This is the first edition of the
book. It is considerably detailed and there-
fore more informative. As it says on preface
that in the last two decades the manage-
ment of head and neck cancer has been
characterised by a number of profound
mutations – triggered by the willingness of
oncologists to reshape significantly their
conceptual approaches to locally advanced
diseases and facilitated by the advent of
new, more active drugs. The potentialities of
functional imaging, significant progress in
conservative surgery and reconstructive
surgery, the acknowledge role of concurrent chemoradiation,
investigational use of combined therapies for organ preserva-
tion and advent of targeted therapies are among the main
tracks along which the fundamental changes in philosophy of
management in this group of disease has been observed. This
book addresses the necessity to move towards the goal of hav-
ing more holistic approach taking into account of quality of life
after treatment. The book also gives very good account of use-
fulness of translational research in head and neck oncology. As
a surgeon, I feel the book is concentrating more on non-surgi-
cal management aspect. This in one sense is good as we are
embarking on 21st century medicine.

The book is divided into fifty chapters. All the
chapters incorporate most up to date informa-
tion and provide a succinct overview of various
topics. The surgical sections discusses the various
surgical treatments, however, the reader must be
aware that its not and neither is it intended to be
an operative manual guide. As expected, the
book is quite heavy on non-surgical aspects of
management of head and neck cancer. The non-
surgical aspect of the book provides an excellent
understanding of the whole spectrum of head
and neck cancer management which from a sur-
geon’s point of view is very useful in achieving a
greater understanding of head and neck cancer
management.
In summary, this text is well written, in a clear

style and gives us a clear overview of not only the scientific and
clinical but also the quality of life aspects of management of
head and neck cancer. The chapters are easy to read and under-
stand with the text assuming little prior knowledge. I would rec-
ommend this book to all members of multidisciplinary team
involved in assessing and managing head and neck cancer irre-
spective of level and stage of training. n

Reviewed by Mr Mriganka De
Consultant ENT Head & Neck/Thyroid Surgeon,

Derby Royal Hospital, UK.
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