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CHARITY NEWS

Established in 1963, the 
Society has grown into 
the national charity for 

cancer care, and is the leading 
provider of information relating 
to cancer prevention, detection, 
treatment and support. We also 
advocate for improvements in 
cancer. The charity is governed 
by a voluntary Board of Directors of medical experts, scientists and business 
people, is responsible for overall control and strategic direction of the charity, 
and is advised by several expert committees. 

Each year in Ireland there are around 40,000 new cancer cases and by 
2020, one in two of us will be diagnosed with a cancer in our lifetime. As 
numbers increase, so does the need for services that provide information and 
support for patients and their families. The Irish Cancer Society provides a 
range of cancer support services. Our Cancer Nurseline Freephone 1800 200 
700 is open Monday-Friday 10am-4pm, giving confidential advice, support 
and information on a range of topics through booklets and online resources. 
Our Daffodil Centres are located in 13 hospitals nationwide, staffed by cancer 
nurses and trained volunteers.

Our Survivor Support Programme offers peer support from those diagnosed 
with cancer. Our trained volunteers are available to provide emotional and 
practical support to anyone going during and after treatment. We also work 
with cancer support groups nationwide to ensure cancer patients have access 
to confidential support, including counselling. We provide practical and 
financial support for patients in need and undergoing treatment through our 
Travel2Care, Financial Support and Volunteer Driver Programmes. Four in ten 
cancer cases are preventable, and cancer risk can be reduced by adopting 
certain lifestyles. Educating people and supporting them should help to 
reduce the number of new cancer cases each year. Our National public 
awareness campaigns focus on early detection, signs and symptoms, and 
lifestyle influences on cancer risk. We also provide a range of community-
based programs to increase awareness of how risk can be reduced; for 
example, X-HALE is our smoking prevention program for young people, We 
Can Quit supports women helping others to stop smoking, and Fit For Work 
and Life is our 12-week community health and well-being program for people 
seeking employment. 

One in four deaths in Ireland each year is from cancer. With such an 
incidence, people need proper support in place to help them to a dignified 
death. Our Night Nursing service provides end-of-life care for cancer patients 
in their own home, surrounded by family and loved ones. It is the only service 
of its kind in the Ireland. Because of the generous support of the public, 
the Irish Cancer Society is the largest voluntary funder of cancer research in 
Ireland. Since 2010, over €20 million has been invested in research projects. 
Collaboration, both national and international, is at the core of Irish Cancer 
Society Research. 

For more information visit www.cancer.ie; you call our Cancer 
Nurseline on 1800 200 700.


