
Volume 11 Issue 2 • May/June 2016 57

Further information from: Ivor Smith, ScheBo • Biotech UK Ltd, PO Box 6359, Basingstoke, RG22 4WE
Tel: 01256 477259    Fax: 01256 327889    E-mail: i.smith@schebo.co.uk     www.schebo.co.uk

®

Bringing sensitivity to bowel cancer screening

®

®
•

•
“In conclusion, faecal M2-PK, either as an ELISA or as a lateral rapid flow test, is a 

cost-effective and easy-to-perform routine test.” Tonus, C. et al. World J Gastroenterology, 2012. 

Can detect non-bleeding, as well as bleeding, polyps and tumours.
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NEWS UPDATE

Leading Oncologist appointed as new Chair of charity medical board
Beating Bowel Cancer is delighted to announce 
the appointment of Consultant Oncologist at 
The Christie, Dr Mark Saunders, MBBS MRCP 
FRCR PhD, as Chair of their Medical Board.

Mark Flannagan, Chief Executive of the 
charity, said: “Mark has been a valued medical 
advisor and keen supporter of the charity 
since 2008 and we couldn’t be more pleased 
that he has agreed to become the new 
chair of our Medical Board. We welcome his 
continued contribution to the charity and look 
forward to working with him to realise the full 
potential of the Medical Board.”

Dr Saunders’ main area of interest in his role 
at The Christie is running clinical trials evaluating 
novel agents with associated response/toxicity 
biomarkers and radiology. He has written a 

series of protocols for clinical trials that have 
been funded, completed and published. 

Talking about his new appointment with 
the charity, he says: “I am excited about the 
opportunity of chairing the Medical Board 
and working with everyone at Beating Bowel 
Cancer to maximise the impact the charity can 
make on the health and wellbeing of everyone 
affected by bowel cancer.

“Even though quality treatment of bowel 
cancer is paramount, it goes-without-saying 
that preventing it would be preferable. 
Again Beating Bowel Cancer rightly leads 
this by highlighting the national screening 
programmes.”

For further information visit: 
www.beatingbowelcancer.org 

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals 
reports trials in progress 
abstract accepted for poster 
presentation at ASCO Annual 
Meeting
Presentation Scheduled for June 4, 2016, 1:00-4:30 
PM CDT. Provectus Biopharmaceuticals, Inc have 
announced that an abstract titled ‘Intralesional 
rose bengal for treatment of melanoma’ has 
been accepted for a poster presentation at the 
annual meeting of the American Society of Clinical 
Oncology being held in Chicago June 3-7, 2016. 
The poster for the abstract, ID: TPS9600, is 
scheduled for presentation June 4, 2015, running 
from 1:00-4:30 Central Daylight Time. 

For further details, visit http://iplanner.asco.org/
am2016/#/ and enter “9600” in the search box. 
The complete press release is available at www.
pvct.com/pressrelease.html?article=20160420.1

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals amends protocol 
for Phase 3 Study of PV-10 in treatment of locally 
advanced cutaneous melanoma 
Provectus Biopharmaceuticals, Inc has 
announced that the protocol for its phase 3 
clinical trial for PV-10 as an investigational 
treatment for melanoma has been 
amended to refl ect current and evolving 
standards of care and applicable patient 
population for a global study in melanoma. 

Major amendments to the protocol include 
the addition of talimogene laherparepvec 
(Imlygic™) as an option for use as comparator. 
The amended protocol also extends eligibility 
to include Stage IV M1a patients having 
no active nodal or distant cutaneous or 
subcutaneous metastatic disease. These 
patients have disease characteristics and 
prognosis similar to that of the Stage IIIB and 
IIIC patients that initially defi ned the study 
patient population. 

Dr Eric Wachter, CTO of Provectus, 
said, “These kinds of amendments are 
commonplace in phase 3 studies and serve 

to fi ne-tune the patient population and 
study procedures to match changing care 
standards for a large global study. They are 
the direct result of current and emerging 
options for these patients and have been 
developed with extensive input from 
global leading melanoma investigators. In 
particular, the most obvious amendment 
addresses approval in late October of 
Imlygic by the FDA as the fi rst and only 
oncolytic viral therapy. As we implement 
the amended protocol we will assess 
potential impact on study timelines.” 

For further information visit https://
clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT02288897. 
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UK Government acknowledges more must be done for 
brain tumour patients

Provectus 
Biopharmaceuticals 
reports data on 
PV-10 in combination 
therapy and T Cell 
mediated immunity 
presented at AACR 
2016

The UK Government has acknowledged more 
needs to be done for brain tumour patients 
and their families.

Health Minister George Freeman 
announced a package of measures at a 
Westminster Hall debate in April which was 
prompted by an e-petition launched by the 
family of Stephen Realf, lost to a brain 
tumour at the age of 26, and backed by the 
charity Brain Tumour Research.

The Government will set up a “Task and 
Finish” working group at the Department of 
Health, ask the NIHR to produce a national 
register on how public funds are spent on 
research, and include brain cancer in the 
Genomics England programme.

Sue Farrington Smith, Chief Executive of 
Brain Tumour Research, said: “I am immensely 
proud that, with the support of thousands of 
patients, families and activists, the woeful 
underfunding of this dreadful disease has 
fi nally been acknowledged. Our voices have 
been heard and the work of the past 15 years 
has not been in vain.”

For further information please contact Brain 
Tumour Research on 01296 867200 or go 
to www.braintumourresearch.org 

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals, Inc 
announced today that researchers 
from Moffi tt Cancer Center in Tampa, 
Florida, presented a poster titled, “T cell 
Mediated Immunity After Combination 
Therapy with Intralesional PV-10 and 
Co-Inhibitory Blockade in a Melanoma 
Model,” at the American Association 
for Cancer Research (AACR) Annual 
Meeting 2016, held at the Ernest 
N. Morial Convention Center in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

In the poster, authors Amy M Weber, 
Hao Liu, Krithika Kodumudi, Amod A 
Sarnaik and Shari Pilon-Thomas state 
that “treatment with IL PV-10 and 
anti-PD-1 antibody results in a delay 
in tumour growth and enhanced T 
cell activation in the M05 tumour 
model.” They also conclude that “the 
effect of combination therapy with IL 
PV-10 and PD-1 blockade is mediated 
by CD8+ T cells, and depletion of 
either CD4+ T cells or CD25+ Tregs 
enhances anti-tumour immunity in the 
M05 melanoma model.” The abstract 
of the poster (number 4978) may be 
viewed at http://www.abstractsonline.
com/4978. 

Shari Pilon-Thomas, PhD, who leads 
the research team at Moffi tt, noted, 
“Our results show that combining 
intralesional PV-10 with anti-PD-1 
co-inhibitory blockade not only 
suppresses tumour growth vs. either 
agent alone but also yields marked 
increases in tumour-specifi c T cell 
activation against injected tumour.” 

Provectus is currently enrolling 
patients in a phase 3 study of PV-10 as 
a single agent therapy for patients with 
locally advanced cutaneous melanoma 
(Clinical Trials ID NCT02288897) 
and in a phase 1b study of PV-10 
in combination with the immune 
checkpoint inhibitor pembrolizumab 
in patients with metastatic melanoma 
(Clinical Trials ID NCT02557321). 

For further information visit: 
www.pvct.com

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals announces publication 
of two abstracts on research into IL PV-10 for 
melanoma in special issue of ANZ Journal of Surgery 

Provectus Biopharmaceuticals, Inc has 
announced that two abstracts related 
to research into IL PV-10 for treatment for 
melanoma have been published in a special 
issue of the ANZ Journal of Surgery detailing 
the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons 85th 
Annual Scientifi c Congress, 2-6 May 2016, in 
Queensland, Australia. 

The fi rst abstract, titled “Intralesional PV-10 
for In-Transit Melanoma – A Single Centre 
Experience,” notes that “Intralesional PV-10 has 
been used at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
since 2010, and the current report presents 
a retrospective analysis of patient outcomes, 
reporting the response rates, durability of 
responses and observed toxicities.” 

The Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, in East 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, is Australia's 
only public hospital solely dedicated to cancer 
treatment, research and education. The 
abstract was authored by Jocelyn Lippey et 
al. and examined data from nineteen patients 
receiving PV-10 at the center. 

The second abstract, titled “Intralesional 
PV-10 Chemoablation Therapy for the 
Treatment of Cutaneous Melanoma Metastases 
– Results of a Prospective, Non-Randomised, 
Single Centre Study,’ summarises work done 

at the Princess Alexandra Hospital in Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia. The authors, Tavis Read 
et al., set out “to assess the clinical effi cacy 
and treatment outcomes of patients receiving 
intralesional (IL) PV-10 chemoablation therapy 
for the treatment of cutaneous melanoma 
metastases.” This report examined data from 
forty fi ve patients receiving PV-10 at the 
hospital. 

For more information about the special issue 
of the ANZ Journal of Surgery where the 
abstracts appear, visit http://onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ans.2016.86.
issue-S1/issuetoc (“Abstract Journal for 
Surgical Oncology,” pages 157-160) or 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/
ans.13574/epdf (abstracts SO006 and 
SO007). 
For more information about the RACS Annual 
Scientifi c Congress, visit: https://asc.surgeons.
org.

An e-petition was set up in memory of Stephen Realf whose sister Maria Lester (centre) joined their father Peter Realf and 
Brain Tumour Research Chief Executive Sue Farrington Smith, to campaign at Westminster.
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Provectus Biopharmaceuticals, Inc 
participated in a panel discussion at 
Cellular Horizons: The Third International 
Conference on the Progress of Regenerative 
Medicine and its Cultural Impact. The 
conference was held on April 28-30, 2016, 
in Vatican City, and was hosted by the 
Vatican’s Pontifi cal Council for Culture, The 
Stem For Life Foundation and the STOQ 
(Science, Theology and the Ontological 
Quest) Foundation. 

Peter Culpepper, interim CEO and COO 
of Provectus, said, “We were deeply 
honored to be participating in this global 
conference and to be doing so with one 
of our investigators, Grant McArthur, 
who leads investigations into new cancer 
treatments that control cell growth, 
division and differentiation.” 

“Provectus and its investigators are 
engaged in multiple studies that are of 
relevance to the conference. Our phase 3 
study of intralesional PV-10 as a stand alone 
treatment of locally advanced cutaneous 
melanoma addresses early-stage advanced 
melanoma, while our study of IL PV-10 
in combination with a systemic immune 
checkpoint inhibition for treatment of 
metastatic melanoma, specifi cally Merck’s 
Keytruda (pembrolizumab), addresses 
more advanced-stage melanoma.” 

The complete press release is available 
at www.pvct.com/pressrelease.
html?article=20160427.1 on the 
Provectus website.

Provectus 
Biopharmaceuticals 
in panel at Third 
International 
Conference on 
the Progress of 
Regenerative Medicine 
and its Cultural Impact
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E: patricia@oncologynews.biz

Siemens presented new Dual Source computer 
tomograph Somatom Drive

Siemens Healthcare is 
strengthening its Dual Source 
portfolio and presented its latest 
model at the European Congress 
of Radiology (ECR) in Vienna: 
Somatom Drive. Thanks to 
diverse innovative technologies, 
Somatom Drive is suitable for 
all clinical fi elds. Patients benefi t 
from precise diagnostics, 
examinations with especially low 
X-ray and contrast media doses, 
as well as imaging without 
breath-hold. Users benefi t from 
the intuitive operability of the 
new touch panels and the fast examination procedures which supports them in meeting the 
growing demand for scans in the future.

This is achieved through a range of innovative technologies: Somatom Drive’s new 
Straton MX Sigma X-ray tubes and Sigma generators precisely defl ect the X-ray beam, 
allowing for more targeted beam focusing and enabling examinations to be performed with 
very high energy levels at low voltages. With these lower voltages, contrast media – often 
a major challenge for seriously ill patients and patients with reduced kidney function such 
as diabetics – can be lowered accordingly. Users can freely set the X-ray tube voltages in 10 
kV steps between 70 kV and 140 kV. This means that the voltage and, therefore, the right 
dose can be selected for each individual patient. Scanning patients at a lower kV reduces 
their exposure to radiation. This is of benefi t, for example, in pediatric cases as well as for 
patients with tumours who need to be scanned frequently to monitor disease progress. Even 
for heavier patients, the highly adjustable kV values allow for extremely precise imaging.

Further information visit:  www.siemens.com.

Innovative systems for radiology from Siemens

This year’s European Congress of 
Radiology (ECR) in Vienna included 
innovations from Siemens Healthcare 
in the area of medical imaging and 
therapy. Siemens’ products and 
solutions help healthcare providers 
worldwide deal with the challenges of 
changing healthcare systems. In times 
of tight budgets and increasing time 
pressure, Siemens solutions are geared 
to obtaining high-quality results in 
diagnostics and interventional therapy 
with maximum effi ciency.

At ECR, Siemens Healthcare will 
introduce new applications that will 
reduce the time needed for MRI neuro 
examinations, increasing patient 
throughput and reducing costs per 
scan. In MRI, neurological imaging accounts for a majority of all examinations. A new 
application from Siemens Healthcare employs an innovative technique to acquire imaging 
slices simultaneously rather than sequentially – reducing routine acquisition times by up to 
68% for diffusion tensor imaging [1]. This application – Simultaneous Multi-Slice – is fi rst 
being introduced for brain examinations, bringing advanced techniques such as DTI and 
Bold into the clinical routine. Advanced examinations can be very lengthy, and Simultaneous 
Multi-Slice reduces scan times to lengths compatible with the clinical routine. While the 
application is initially being introduced for advanced brain examinations, Siemens sees 
great potential to accelerate further routine examinations of the brain, orthopedics, and 
abdominal areas.

For further information visit: www.siemens.com

wReference:
1 Time measurements and images acquired on MAGNETOM Prisma together with Head/Neck 64.


